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Territory of New Mexico v. Yee Shun
(1882): A Turning Point in
Chinese Legal Relationships in the
Trans-Mississippi West
JOHN R. WUNDER

The legal relationships of the Chinese in the American West during
the post-Civil War era included numerous complex issues to be resolved. These issues went to the. heart of basic human rights-the right
to own property, the right to work in certain jobs, and the right to
participate in the American constitutional system. One of these latter
rights-the ability of the Chinese to testify in court-was resolved
eventually in part by a landmark case: Territory of New Mexico v. Yee
Shun (1882).1
The Yee Shun precedent, articulated by the New Mexico Territory
Supreme Court, decided whether non-Christian Chinese could take an
oath to testify in court. The court held that Chinese were allowed to
testify but only after they were subjected to racial, cultural, and religious probing. Nevertheless, a legal breakthrough had occurred.
John R. Wunder is Professor of History and Director of the Center for Great Plains
Studies in the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. He recently published two books: Historians of the American Frontier (1988) and The Kiowa (1989).
1. See Milton R. Konvitz, The Alien and the Asiatic in American Law (Ithaca: Cornell
University Press, 1946) and John R. Wunder, "The Chinese and the Courts in the Pacific
Northwest: Justice Denied?" Pacific Historical Review, 52 (May 1983), 191-211; John R.
Wunder, "Law and Chinese in Frontier Montana," Montana, The Magazine of Western
History, 30 (Summer 1980), 18-30; and John R. Wunder, "The Courts and the Chinese
in Frontier Idaho," Idaho Yesterdays, 25 (Spring 1981), 23-32; 3 New Mexico Reports (record
of court proceedings), 100 (1884). See also 2 Pacific Reporter 80 (1884).
.
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Throughout the trans-Mississippi West religious belief could no longer
prevent Chinese witnesses from testifying in'most jurisdictions. 2
Before the Yee Shun precedent, only Colorado, Iowa, Nebraska,
Nevada, Oregon, and Texas had protected the Chinese right to take
an oath before a court. These protections occurred in state constitutions
but had not been tested in court. Special oath ceremonies were required
in California and in Arkansas, but Chinese testimony was not allowed
if the litigant denied the being of a God. 3 After Yee Shun, most states
and territories accepted the New Mexico decision as law. 4
Given the importance of this case to the developing relationship
of law and race in the nineteenth-century American West, it is crucial
to understand the forces that led to this particular decision. In short,
what follows is a legal biographical essay designed to trace the "lifespan" of Territory of New Mexico v. Yee Shun. s
On February 24, 1882, Yee Shun got off a train at the depot in Las
2. For an introduction to the Yee Shun case, see John R. Wunder, "Chinese in Trouble:
Criminal Law and Race on the Trans-Mississippi West Frontier," Western Historical Quarterly, 17 (January 1986), 25-41.
.
.
3. Colorado, Colorado Constitution, Article II, Section 4 (1876); Iowa, Iowa Constitution,
Article I, Section 4 (1857); Nebraska, Nebraska Constitution, Article I, Section IV (1875);
Nevada, Nevada Constitution, Article I, Section 4 (1864); Oregon, Oregon Constitution,
Article I, Section 67 (1859); Texas, Texas Constitution, Article I, Section 5 (1876); California,
California Code of Civil Procedure, Section 2096 (1872); Arkansas, Arkansas Constitution,
Article XIX, Section 1 (1874).
4. See Arizona, Arizona Revised Statutes, Section 1866 and 2037 (1887); Colorado,
Colorado Annotated Statutes, Section 4821 (1891); Idaho, Idaho Constitution, Article I, Section
4 (1899); Montana, Montana Constitution, Article III, Section 4 (1889); Nebraska, Nebraska
Compiled Statutes, Section 5939 (1899); New Mexico Territory, New Mexico Compiled Laws,
Section 3015 (1897); North Dakota, North Dakota Constitution, Article I, Section 4 (1889);
Oklahoma Territory, Oklahoma Statutes, Section 4229 (1893); Texas, Texas Penal Code, Section 776 (1895); Utah, Utah Constitution, Article I, Section 4 (1895); Wyoming, Wyoming
Constitution, Article I, Section 18 (1889). States attempting to restrict the Yee Shun decision
included Arkansas, Arkansas Statues, Section 2924 (1894); Kansas, Kansas General Statues,
Chapter 95, Section 351 (1897); Minnesota, Minnesota General Statutes, Section 5665 (1894);
Missouri, Missouri Revised Statutes, Section 8842 (1899); Washington, Washington Code and
Statutes, Section 6057 (1897). Only Louisiana continued to bar Chinese testimony if a
Chinese witness refused to certify belief in God, Louisiana, Louisiana Criminal Proceedings,
Section 478 (1894).
5. This essay follows a legal biographical approach tracing the "lifespan" of a legal
dispute. For other models, see James R. McGovern, Anatomy of a Lynching: The Killing of
Claude Neal (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1982); Marc A. Franklin, The
Biography of a Legal Dispute: An Introduction to American Civil Procedure (Mineola, New
York: Foundation Press, 1968); and Anthony Lewis, Gideon's Trumpet (New York: Alfred
A. Knopf, 1964); and John R. Wunder, "Constitutional Oversight: Clark v. Bazadone and
the Territorial Court as the Court of Last Resort," The Old Northwest, 4 (September 1978),
259-84.
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Vegas, New Mexico Territory, and walked to John Lee's laundry. New
Mexico Territory in the 1880s was in its formative years. Twelve counties were divided into three judicial districts for administrative law
purposes. Las Vegas, in San Miguel County, and Santa Fe comprised
one of the judicial districts. The first railroad to enter New Mexico, the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe, reached Las Vegas along the Old Santa
Fe Trail through Raton Pass. More than 1,000 miles of railroad track
already had been laid in the territory connecting it to Colorado, Texas,
and Arizona Territory. Santa Fe was the largest city in the territory
with 6,185 residents in 1890. The population of Las Vegas was nearly
2,000, making it one of the ten largest towns in the territory. 6
Las Vegas grew as a city of dualities. Old Town constituted the
more established, affluent section; New Town included East Las Vegas
and a merchant area around the depot. By 1882 Chinese residents had
begun to concentrate in New Town. The first Chinese had arrived in
Las Vegas five years earlier to work on the railroad and conduct service
businesses such as laundries and restaurants. By 1890 a Chinatown
had developed in the 300 and 400 blocks of Grand Avenue. Six Chinese
laundries separated by restaurants and boarding houses dotted the
street. John Lee's laundry was located at 41J1h Grand Avenue. To the
east was an upholstery shop and to the west was a large building of
furnished rooms. Across the street was an intersection with Sixth Street.
One block north was Railroad Avenue and the Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Railroad depot. 7 On the evening of February 24, 1882, a murder occurred in John Lee's laundry for which Yee Shun would be charged.
The Chinese constituted 1 percent of all persons living in the Southwest by 1880. Mining, railroad, and service business opportunities
attracted most Chinese to the region. Chinese communities developed
in numerous New Mexican towns, most notably in Silver City, Albuquerque, Raton, and Las Vegas. Although the Chinese tended to contribute economically to the betterment of most communities, their
reception had not been pleasant. In Deming, when two Chinese tried
to claim a lot, E. A. Kidder prevented it with violence. According to
the Deming Headlight, "when on Monday last two hop joint Celestials
6. Warren Beck and Ynez D. Haase, Historical Atlas of New Mexico (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1969), 45-46, 53, 58, 62.
7. F. Stanley, .The Las Vegas Story (Denver: World Press, 1951), 179; Sanborn Maps of
New 'Mexico, Las Vegas, San Miguel County, 1890, Section 4. Laundries were located at
311, 411 112, 419, 419 112, and 421 on Grand Avenue and 10 Lincoln Avenue. The laundry
located at 41lJh Grand was the site of the murder.
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attempted to make a location, he [Kidder] enforced with a club a vigorous protest." The Chinese opted not to locate on the lot, and the
paper called for a more desirable citizen to buy the property so the
incident would not be repeated. 8
Rumored Silver City and Raton disturbances caused the governor
of New Mexico Territory to request federal troops. None were forthcoming although anti-Chinese cells were active in Silver City. At the
Blackhawk mine, violence broke out. Thirty-two white miners threatened bodily harm to mine manager Platt McDonald's Chinese cook.
Only the intervention of McDonald's wife reportedly prevented bloodshed. The men were fired, the company woodyard was set afire, and
the cook left. In the mid-1880s the West seemed consumed with antiChinese hysteria, and New Mexico was not immune. 9
Into this racially tense arena came Yee Shun. Born in China, he
emigrated to the United States shortly before 1882. Like most young
Chinese, Yee Shun was a laborer. Prison records described him as five
feet three and one-half inches tall, with black hair, black eyes, and a
light yellow-brown complexion. Yee Shun was twenty years old when
he arrived in Las Vegas on the evening of February 24, 1882, the night
of the murder. 10
The killing occurred at John Lee's laundry on Grand Avenue. Inside the two-part building were two Chinese-the owner, who was
.laying down in a corner smoking opium, and his ironer, known as Jo
Chinaman. Coming to visit around 7:00 p.m. were Ah Locke and Sam
Lee. They had come to buyout John Lee, offering to purchase his
laundry, house, and lot. John Lee set $1,700 as the asking price. They
said that was too much, so Lee came down to $1,400. 11
Yee Shun arrived about a half hour later. He said he was looking
for a friend, Gum Ting. Yee Shun had been working in Silver Cliff,
Colorado, but was in the process of relocating. He thought he would
come to Las Vegas to work in a hotel laundry, but he had decided to
go on to Albuquerque instead. Thus, he wanted to ask his friend to
8. Francis A. Walker, Tenth Census of the United States, 1880: Population (Washington,
D.C.: 1880), 38-39; Deming Headlight, September 28, 1888.
9. Silver City Enterprise, November 27, 1885, December 11 and 25, 1885, January 1,
15, and 22, 1886. See also Roger Daniels, ed., Anti-Chinese Violence ill North America (New
York: Amo Press, 1978) and Elmer Clarence Sandmeyer, The Anti-Chinese Movement in
California (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1939).
10. Prisoner Ledgers A & E, Number 2763, Kansas State Penitentiary Records, Kansas State Archives, Topeka, Kansas.
11. Territory of New Mexico v. Yee Shun (1882), trial transcript, 49-55, 111-33, San
Miguel County District Court Records, New Mexico State Archives, Santa Fe.
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forward any mail he might receive. Vee Shun asked the four men if
anyone knew Gum Ting. John Lee said he did, and that after he finisheq
smoking, he would take Vee Shun to Gum Ting's horne. He offered
Vee Shun.a seat. 12
At this point Jim Lee (also known as Sam Ling Wing and as Frank)
carne into the room from a back room and sat on a soap box near the
stove. Suddenly two shots rang out from a .44 caliber Bulldog pistol.
Jim Lee slumped to the floor in the middle doorway. In the midst of
the smoke and fire, the four Chinese capable of fleeing did so. Vee
Shun was first out the front door followed closely by Ah Locke and
Sam Lee. Jo Chinaman ran out the back door. John Lee, dead or dying,
was in no condition.to escape. 13
Jo Chinaman went to tell the butcher-a Mr. Baker-next-door to
the incident, then he informed Jim Lee's brother, before returning to
the scene of the murder. Ah Locke and Sam Lee ran to Sam Lee's
laundry on Eighth Street, where they stayed the night. In testimony,
Ah Locke.said they all were extremely frightened. When asked: "Ever
hear pistol shots before?" Ah Locke replied, "In: this town I saw lots
of pistol shooting before."14
Having only just arrived in Las Vegas, Vee Shun ran toward the
railroad tracks and livery stables before walking on to Sixth Street
toward the scene of the murder. D. B. Borden, who had been strolling
with his wife Jennie and saw the commotion, demanded that Vee Shun
stop and explain his behavior. Vee Shun told him he was afraid and
had panicked. Borden then turned Vee Shun over to Marshal H. J.
Franklin, who put him under arrest. After spending a half hour at the
jail, Franklin and Vee Shun returned to John Lee's laundry, where Dr.
Russell Bailey was conducting an inquest. Jim Lee was Dr. Bailey's
laundryman. Bailey cut the bullet out of the body and gave it to Franklin. Jo Chinaman was then asked under oath to identify Vee Shun as
the killer, but he refused. 15
Nevertheless, Vee Shun was arraigned on March 10, 1882, before
LeBaron Bradford Prince, chief justice of the New Mexico Territory
Supreme Court, and charged with murder. John Lee was later added
to the indictment. Both pleaded not guilty, and Sidney Barnes, attorney
for John Lee, successfully moved for two separate trials. Change of
venue requests were denied, but a postponement was granted to the
12.
13.
14.
15.

Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,

59-60, 113-36.
49-76, 86-111.
59-60, 107, 133-36.
1-14, 16-20, 77-80, 136-43.
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fall term. Yee Shun's attorney, T. A. Green, would have time to prepare
a defense. 16
The murder trial of Yee Shun began on August 16, 1882, with a
new judge, Chief Justice Samuel B. Axtell, presiding. A jury of twelve
was chosen. They included Bias Martinez, Manuel Tagaija, Runaldo
Archibeque, Alsolinario Almanzar, Jose Leon Martinez, Hijinio Garcia,
Marcos Tagoya, Ysidro Torres, Manuel Jimenes, Manuel Urioste, Juan
Chavez, and Juan E. Sena. All were Mexican-American residents of
Las Vegas. Attorneys present included T. A. Green for the defendant
and Attorney General William Breeden for the territory. When actual
testimony began on August 17, the prosecution sought to place Yee
Shun in John Lee's laundry at the time of the murder with the murder
weapon and to identify him as the killer. Breeden called six witnesses
to establish his case. 17
The first witness sworn was D. B. Borden. He and his wife had
been out for an evening walk and were heading for their residence on
Lincoln Avenue when they heard two shots and saw a man with a
pistol run out of John Lee's laundry. Borden followed the man across
the street and through a vacant lot, then lost him only to see the man
again walking toward him near Dr. Bailey's office on Sixth Avenue in
front of the Martinez Dry Goods Store. Borden stopped the man and
had him arrested by Marshal Franklin. Borden admitted the man he
stopped had no weapon on him, but Borden looked around Dr. Bailey's
lot and found a pistol that had been fired recently. The man arrested
was Yee Shun, but Borden could not swear that the defendant was the
man he had seen leaving the laundry. 18
San Miguel deputy sheriff Marshal H. J. Franklin then identified
Yee Shun as the man arrested. Franklin also testified that Borden had
found the .44 caliber Bulldog pistol with two chambers discharged and
given it to him. Franklin had given the gun to Justice of the Peace
William Ste~le at the coroner's inquest. When Franklin heard the shots,
he ran to the laundry and then turned up Sixth Avenue to make the
arrest. According to Franklin, Yee Shun had understood English and
he had spoken in English. William Steele was called to testify next and
16. Criminal Record Book A, United States District Court of New Mexico Territory,
San Miguel County, New Mexico State Archives, Santa Fe, 88; Criminal Record Book A,
90-91, 95, 99, 101, 115. See also Walter J. Donlon, "LeBaron Bradford Prince, Chief
Justice and Governor of New Mexico Territory, 1879-1893" (doctoral dissertation, Uni'
versity of New Mexico, 1967).
17. Criminal Record Book A, 115-16, 160-61.
18. Yee Shun trial transcript, 1-14.
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presented the pistol as well as the bullet Dr. Bailey had taken from Jim
Lee's body. 19
The prosecution then turned to R. P. Hesser, who claimed to be
an eyewitness. Hesser had arrived in Las Vegas from Kansas City on
February 22. He said he was going to Kate Nelson's restaurant when
he heard a shot, then saw Yee Shun with a pistol. Under cross-examination Hesser seemed rather vague. 20
Green: Can you name, or did you know any of the men you saw
there at the wash-house?
Hesser: I cannot name them.
Green: Did you know any of them?
Hesser: No, sir, not by name.
Green: State whether they were Americans, Chinamen, or what
kind of men they were?
Hesser: They were Americans.
Green: How many Chinamen did you see?
Hesser: At the time of the shooting, or [in the laundry] afterwards?
Green: I am asking you, at the time you got there.
Hesser: I saw one or two.
Green: State whether or not you were the first man that got there?
Hesser: I don't know.
Judge Axtell intervened to get Hesser to clarify his statements
identifying the defendant. Green took exception to the court's interruption, arguing that Hesser was a drifter-a sign painter and a coal
miner from Pennsylvania and Iowa. Green asked Hesser why he needed
. -robe subpoenaed to testify. Hesser said he did not like trials. Pressing
further, Green finally asked: "Have you a special prejudice against
Chinamen?" Hesser tried to deny the accusation, "No sir, not a bit.
Notice they get my washing when it is dirty." After another series of
sharp exchanges, Green submitted a question in writing to Judge Axtell. "1 want to ask this witness whether or not he is not a fancy house
runner or pimp as they are called. I am told he is." Judge Axtell disallowed the question. Nevertheless, Hesser's testimony was littered
with inaccuracies and had not proven persuasive. 21
The key witness for the prosecution, Jo Chinaman, carne next.
Chinaman was a twenty-six-year-old ironer employed by John Lee,
19. Ibid., 14-24, 24-26.
20. Ibid., 26-48.
21. Ibid., 34-36, 38, 47.
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who had been present when the murder was committed. Chinaman
had been in Las Vegas for one year, having migrated from Shasta,
California, where he had been a gold miner. Jo Chinaman was sworn
at the beginning of his testimony, and it was this portion of the trial
that proved to make new law. Through an interpreter, the attorneys
quizzed Chinaman. 22
Green:
Jo:
Green:

Jo:
Green:
Jo:
Green:
Jo:
Green:
Jo:

I will ask you if you believe in Chinese worship: their
Chinese Joss houses, do you believe in Chinese Joss?
I live in a Chinese house.
I will ask you if you believe in the Chinese joss house
where they worship, where they have their religious
services? Do you ever go with Chinamen in this country
where they worship? Do you understand what a God
is?
I don't know what it is? Yes, I believe the Chinese religion.
Have you ever changed from Chinese to Christian religion since you came to this country?
I am a Chinaman, and believe in the Chinese religion.
Was you ever a witness in court before?
Yes.
Do you know anything about the obligations of an oath
under the Christian religions?
I don't know it.

Breeden then sought to soften the blow to allow Jo Chinaman to testify.
Breeden: Ask him what he is to do, or what his duty is in telling
his story as a witness? If he knows what his duty is as
to telling the truth?
I can tell the truth in this case.
Jo:
Breeden: Do you know that you are sworn here so that you are
to tell the truth?
Yes.
Jo:
Judge Axtell allowed Jo Chinaman to be sworn for testimony. Green
offered a strong objection.
Attorney General Breeden proceeded to take Chinaman through
the events leading toward the murder. In the process Chinaman identified Yee Shun specifically as the killer. But Chinaman also laid the
groundwork for what an alert attorney might have used for perjury.
22. Ibid., 49, 50-51.
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Green did not recognize the inconsistencies. At one point Chinaman
testified that Yee Shun said nothing at all and shot Jim Lee when he
came in the door. Later, under cross-examination, Chinaman said Yee
Shun "just went in, and just talk with one person; put his hand in his
pants pocket, drew a pistol and shot." Chinaman also testified that
only four persons were in the laundry at the time of the murder, instead
of six. Two others had come by earlier to try to force John Lee to sell
out. Chinaman said they argued that there were too many laundries
in town. He suggested a shakedown was happening. 23
Under severe cross-examination the defense began to build its case
for a Tong murder. Green established that Jo Chinaman left town after
the murder. He was given $30 to go to Pueblo, Colorado. If he stayed
there, Green suggested Chinaman would have been killed. Chinaman
was a member of the Hip Wo Company, the same as Jim Lee and one
of the two trial interpreters, it was later discovered. Green also noted
how Tam Kay Tung, owner of two laundries, was assisting the prosecution/ and that he had helped Jo Chinaman. Chinaman then became
uncooperative as a witness. 24
The prosecution next called Dr. Russell Bailey, who verified the
gunshot wounds to the deceased, and recalied Borden and Franklin to
go over the discovery of the pistoI,25 The prosecution then rested. Jo
Chinaman's testimony was crucial. Only Chinaman had identified Yee
Shun as the murderer.
I
T. A. Green pinned Yee Shun/s defense on the testimony of the
defendant and two other eyewitnesses, Ah Locke and Sam Lee. Locke
stated Yee Shun was unarmed, that the defendant had not fired a shot,
and that the shots came from the back. Lee verified Locke's testimony.
On cross-examination, Lee admitted he belonged to the Kong Chow
Company, and that Yee Shun was a member of the Sam Yup Company.26
Breeden tried to establish an unsavory motive in Locke/s testimony by
forcing him to admit that he used the name John Lee. Breeden then
asked Locke: 27 ,
Breeden:,
Ah Locke:
Breeden:
Ah Locke:
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,

What is your religion?
American, and Chinese too.
Have a mixed religion, do you?
Yes, sir.

54, 55-63, 75.
65-71, 80-81.
77, 85.
86-133.
109-10.
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Breeden: When did you get the American religion?
Ah Locke: In Denver.
Breeden: Didn't you learn it for this case so as to come in and
testify about it?
Ah Locke: At the church in Denver.
Breeden: In the church you went to in Denver, did you hear the
American religion?
Ah Locke: Yes, sir.
Breeden: What is the American religion?
Ah Locke: American believes that good men are sent to Heaven
and badmen to Hell.
Breeden: What is the Chinese religion?
Ah Locke: The Chinese religion is to always do good.
Breeden: Haven't you been going to Sunday school here a little,
getting ready for this trial? Haven't you been to Sunday
school at all?
Ah Locke: No, sir.
Clearly, the attorney general was worried about an appeal based upon
oath-taking objections.
Yee Shun took the stand next, but before he testified for very long,
the court interrupted and allowed the prosecution to call Jennie Borden
to tell her account. Evidently, she had been unavailable at the beginning
of the trial. This tactic upset the momentum for the defense, and then
the defendant's attorney may have made a crucial error in his crossexamination of Mrs. Borden. 28
I will get you to state whether or not you were present
with your husband when he pursued someone that ran
from the washhouse?
J. Borden: Yes, sir.
Green:
I will get you to state whether or not it was light enough
to distinguish a man as to whether it was a Mexican
or American?
J. Borden: Not unless I met them face to face.
Green:

The all-Hispanic jury no doubt listened intently to this new racial element interjected into the trial. Yee Shun returned to the stand and
denied shooting Jim Lee, but the damage had been done and the
defense never recovered. Green called J. C. Minner, whom he mistakenly believed could impeach the previous testimony of Hesser. This
tactic backfired when Minner could not verify that Hesser ran a "fancy
28. Ibid., 137.
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house," although Franklin said Hesser had a bad reputation. The defense rested. 29
The jury could not help but be confus~d. A murder had occurred,
but there was conflicting testimony over who had weapons, who was
present, who had seen the murder, and who had fired the shots.
Identity of the witnesses and accuracy of the interpreters also was
doubtful. There also was question whether the fundamental legal basis
upon .which testimony could be heard was satisfied, and it was this
latter issue that proved to be the basis of Yee Shun's appeal. Despite
the uncertainties, the jury found Yee Shun guilty. of second degree
murder, and Judge Axtell sentenced him to life in prison. Yee Shun
was removed from the courtroom and transported to the Kansas State
Penitentiary where he awaited his appeal. 30
Yee Shun's attorney filed an appeal with the New Mexico Territory
Supreme Court upon conclusion of the trial. Green argued that oathtaking in an American court required the belief in Judeo-Christian
traditions or in a life hereafter. Because Chinaman admitted he was
"of the Chinese religion," judicial error occurred when Judge Axtell
allowed his testimony. The court, composed of justices Axtell, Joseph
Bell, and Warren Bristol, met, heard arguments, and in January 1884,
decided against Yee Shun. Chief Justice Axtell did not participate in
the opinion, which was authored by Bell, a former New York attorney
who handled the judicial business of the Second District headquartered
in Albuquerque. Judge Bristol, originally from Minnesota, assigned to
the Third District centered in Taos, and who would die unexpectedly
later that year in Deming, concurred. Knowledge of anti-Chinese activities in Silver· City and Raton no doubt had reached both Bell and
Bristol by the time they heard the Yee Shun case. 31
The primary basis for appeal concerned the examination of Chinaman's fitness to take an oath. After reciting his testimony and the
questions Green and Breeden had asked, Bell concluded that no reversible error had been committed in the trial and that the record did
not show the witness to be incompetent. 32
Bell went further, however. He noted that Chinaman had not been
quizzed on his specific religious beliefs. Bell adopted the maxims found
in Greenleaf on Evidence suggesting a twofold test: 1) if the witness is
29. Ibid., 168-75.

30. Prisoner Ledgers, Kansas State Penitentiary Records. New Mexico sent its felony
prisoners to Kansas because New Mexico did not have a secure prison facility.
31. 3 New Mexico Reports 100 (1884); 2 Pacific Reports iv (1884).
32. 3 New Mexico Reports 100 (1884).
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not a Christian, then the court can inquire into the custom used in
oath-taking in the witness' home country; and 2) if the witness takes
an oath, then attorneys may ask if the witness believes the oath to be
binding on his conscience. "The defect of religious belief is never presumed," Bell declared. "It is, therefore, incumbent on the party objecting to the competency of a witness on this ground to show want of
religious belief as to render him incompetent. ..." Moreover, Bell ruled,
such evidence must be evidence aliunde. In other words, outside soUrces
must be used to impeach the witness. 33 It was not enough for Green
to prove Chinaman did not believe in Judeo-Christian principles. Green
should have called witnesses establishing Chinese oath-taking customs
and Chinese religious beliefs. Not doing so allowed Chinaman's testimony to stand.
Twenty-two-year-old Yee Shun was in Leavenworth, Kansas, when
he heard the results of his appeal. Life imprisonment awaited him
without recourse. The prospect may have proved to be too much for
him for on September 11, 1884, sometime during the morning, Yee
Shun committed suicide, hanging himself with a small cord taken from
his bed. 34
Territory of New Mexico v. Yee Shun proved to be an important legal
hallmark in the relationship between the Chinese and American law
and a significant social and political development among Chinese in
the American West. These generalizations were as much a product of
historical circumstance, however, as of substantive legal change.
The early 1880s were not easy times for Chinese living in the
American West. Anti-Chinese violence and cultural attacks already had
begun in the rural West and were spreading to the cities. Moreover,
violence within Chinese communities was escalating. Early Chinese
communities, especially in California, sought to maintain cultural identities and order from within. Based upon blood and region, social
organizations such as the Six Companies evolved and sought to protect
Chinese culture, religion, economic freedoms, and legal rights. 35 Three
33. Italics added, 3 NM 100 at 103 (1884). See also Henry Campbell Black, Black's
ww Dictionary (St. Paul: West Publishing, 1968), 97-98.
34. Leavenworth Times, September 12, 1884, p. 4.
35. Alexander Saxton, The Indispensable Enemy: wOOr and the Anti-Chinese Movement
in California (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1971), 7-9; Shih-Shan Henry Tsai,
The Chinese Experience in America (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1986), 45-51;
Shih-Shan Henry Tsai, China and the Overseas Chinese in the United States, 1868-1911
(Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 1983),31-42. See also Sucheng Chan, "Chinese
Livelihood in Rural California: The Impact of Economic Change, 1860-1880," Pacific
Historical Review, 53 (August 1984), 273-307.
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of the Six Companies-Kong Chow (through Sam Lee), Hip Wo (through
Jo Chinaman), and Sam Yup (through Yee Shun) were represented at
the trial. 36
Chinese also were members of other social organizations, such as
benevolent societies, trade groups, and lodges. Such groups concentrated in parlors or halls called "tongs." Much misunderstanding by
nineteenth-century non-Chinese Americans occurred over the role of
tongs. Writes Shih-Shan Henry Tsai:
... it was difficult for outsiders to distinguish a militant tong from
a pacific one. This difficulty was compounded by overlapping
membership, since many people belonged to more than one tong.
A respectable merchant, for instance, had automatic membership
in one of the Six Companies; he probably held membership in one
or two benevolent tongs. He might also join a secret society tong
for protection against fighting tongs: Economic motives and the
preservation of clan prestige were the most important causes of
tong violence. 37
Tong wars arose throughout the West in the 1880s. At first the Six
Companies tried to prevent the violence. The trial record of the Yee
Shun case suggests tong economic violence in Las Vegas over the control
of the laundry business and an early attempt by the Six Companies to
stop it. Most of the witnesses immediately left Las Vegas after the
murder of Jim Lee, and yet they were encouraged to return for the
trial. There is evidence of payments, free lodging, coersion, and influence from Denver and San Francisco Chinese. Even Jo Chinaman came
forward to testify after refusing to participate initially. 38
A fundamental question remains: Why would the Six Companies
wish to have the John Lee laundry incident tried openly in court?
Perhaps the situation was out of hand in New Mexico, and leaders
could not control the violence through informal pressures. Perhaps no
agreement could be reached among the three companies involved, and
neutral parties forced a public hearing. Whatever the reason, the Yee
Shun trial marked an early attempt by the Six Companies to quell intraChinese violence. This early example of Chinese cooperation to prevent
further incidents proved futile as tong violence increased, eventually
36. Yee Shun trial transcript, 49-76, 80-81, 86-136, 143-68.
37. Tsai, Chinese .Experience, 51, 54.
38. Yee Shun trial transcript, 49-76.
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culminating in a major San Francisco feud in 1886 that caused heavy
loss of property and lives. 39
Although the Six Companies did not prevent future violence through
the Yee Shun trial, the court action did result in a significant legal
precedent. Prior to Yee Shun, the legal right of Chinese to testify in
American courts was unclear. The stumbling block was the oath. After
Yee Shun, Chinese clearly could testify in open court, but the cost was
high. Chinese cultural and religious practices could be scrutinized by
attorneys before non-Chinese juries, and racial and cultural discrimination was deemed appropriate. Non-Chinese did not have to submit
to such treatment when they used American court systems. 4O
The Yee Shun precedent held sway throughout most of the transMississippi West for Chinese litigants, and it was even used to apply
to other Asian-American minorities. In 1969 the Nebraska Supreme
Court invoked Territory of New Mexico v. Yee Shun to determine if a
Japanese witness, Jack Naoi, could be disqualified "for the alleged
reason that Japan is a heathen country." Because counsel did not determine whether the witness practiced Buddhism or Shintoism or establish Japanese customs on oath-taking, Justice Jesse L. Root ruled
that Naoi was presumed competent to testify. The Yee Shun rule prevaiIed. 41
Thus, when Yee Shun got off the train in Las Vegas that fateful
night and walked to John Lee's laundry, he unknowingly became an
important participant in developing Chinese legal relationships. Race
and law collided in the courtroom, and the compromised outcome,
although adopted as the law of the West, would prove unsettling,
particularly to the Chinese. Western America's legal precedents were
no more colorblind than those made by other nineteenth and early
twentieth-century judiciaries and legislatures in the United States.

39. Tsai, Chinese Experience, 54-55.
40. John Henry Wigmore, A Treatise on the System of Evidence in Trials at Common Law
(4 vols., Boston: Little, Brown, 1904), III: 2365-71. See also Edward W. Cleary, ed.,
McCormick on Evidence (St. Paul: West Publishing, 1972), 141-42.
41. Pumphrey v. State 122 Northwest Reporter 19 at 20 (1909),122 Northwest Reporter
19 at 21 (1909). The former case also is found at 84 Nebraska Report 36 (1909).

The Will of a New Mexico Woman
in 1762
RICHARD EIGHME AHLBORN

In the summer of 1762, officials of the administrative jurisdiction north
of Santa Fe, La alcaLdia de Santa Cruz de La Canada, initiated a routine
appraisal and settlement of the estate of a prominent New Mexican
hispana, Juana Lujan, in accord with her written will and Spanish inheritance laws as applied in the colonies. These legal actions resulted
in a group of documents that reveal her material world and the cus-.
tomary legal practices protecting her right to its disposal. 1 By extension,
the Lujan documents also disclose aspects of the material, social, and
legal status of women in late colonial New Mexico, and even a bit of
Juana's resourcefulness and will power.
From creation to settlement, the Lujan est\tte reveals individual
Richard Ahlborn is curator cif the Department of Social and Cultural History at the
Smithsonian Institution. His areas of expertise include social history and material culture
of the Hispanic Southwest.
1. "Ymbentarios hechos por Dr. Carlos Fernandez Aide. Mayor de la Canada de los
vienes de Juana Lujan y division entre sus herederos, Ano 1763," Spanish Archives of
New Mexico, State Records Center and Archives (SRC), Santa Fe, 1762, hereafter SANM
II-SRC, 1762. The documents are listed in volume 2 as number 556 in Ralph Emerson
Twitchell, The Spanish Archives of New Mexico (2 vols., Cedar Rapids: Torch Press, 1914),
and were recalendared and issued as microfilm (roll 9, frames 352-85), by the SRC. See
Myra Ellen Jenkins, ed., Calendar of the Microfilm Edition of the Spanish Archives of New
Mexico, 1621-1821 (Santa Fe: State of New Mexico Records Center, 1968); the Lujan
documents are listed under 1761.
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First page of Juana Lujan's will. Courtesy New Mexico State Records and
Archives.
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and official attitudes. The documents demonstrate her strong desire to
secure property and distribute it as she chose, rights protected under
Spanish law. Perhaps these acts eased her final rite of passage. Whatever her private thoughts, Juana's public action, a socially sanctioned
legal strategy, insured that her property was partitioned as she chose.
Thus, the individual actions of a woman in a Spanish colonial borderland reinforced and benefitted from the traditional strategies and value
system of Hispanic jurisprudence and culture.
This discussion of the Lujan estate documents focuses on their
implications for the material, social, and legal status of women. Historian Asuncion Lavrin points out that the Spanish legal system, beginning in 1265 with l.Ils Siete Partidas, provided a "measure of protection"
for women, and demonstrates that women's socioeconomic status was
a pivotal aspect of culture. For example, a dowry defined a woman's
"legal personality" and, for the first time, accorded her possession of
goods that could not be alienated from her family by death or separation. 2 Thus, the Lujan documents, although a modest sixteen folios
and five loose pages, contain sufficient data for a case study of the
socioeconomic status and material environment of a determined woman.
The Lujan documents are typical in their legal terms and form,
but the form was not frequently used. There are few probated upperclass estates in colonial New Mexico, including those of women. Barely
one hundred wills and less than fifty inventories are recorded in standard archival references for the second colonial period, 1693-i821. 3
Twenty-seven wills and estate settlements, or about 25 percent of the
total, and sixteen inventories, about 35 percent, pertain to women.
Although few estates are sufficiently prosperous to receive full documentation, the forty-three sets pertaining to women reflect active participation in the Spanish legal practices that defined their social status.
2. Asunci6n Lavrin and Edith Couturier, "Dowries and Wills: A View of Women's
Socioeconomic Role in Colonial Guadalajara and Puebla, 1640-1790," Hispanic American
Historical Review, 59 (May 1979), 280-304. Also, Asunci6n Lavrin, ed., Latin American
Women: Historical Perspectives (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1978); Samuel
P. Scbtt, trans., Las Siete Partidas (Chicago: Commerce Clearing House, 1931); Louis H.
Warner, "Wills and Hijuelas," New Mexico Historical Review, 7 (January 1932), 75-89, and
his "Conveyance of Property, the Spanish and Mexican Way," New Mexico Historical
Review, 6 (October 1931), 334-59; and'Michael C. Meyer, "The Living Legacy of Hispanic
Groundwater Law in the Contemporary Southwest," Journal of the Southwest, 31 (Autumn
1989), 287-99, for background on Spanish property jurisprudence in general and wills
and dowries of women in particular. Also useful is the work of Joseph W. McKnight,
such as "The Spanish Elements in Modern Texas Law," a paper read at the Texas State
Historical Association meeting, Austin, 1978.
3. The count is derived from volume one of Twitchell, Spanish Archives, and Jenkins,
ed., Calendar.
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The 1760s provide additional legal and social context for Juana's
will. The decade witnessed an increase in legal actions, perhaps reflecting the growing Hispanic population, its accommodations of Pueblo
culture, and the impact of Bourbon colonial reforms . Twelve of the
forty-seven second-era colonial inventories are recorded in the 1760s;
half pertain to women, reflecting the era'sgender ratio. Juana's estate
is one of these six. 4 What makes her estate documents significant,
however, is not their regional rarity but their richness in personal
names and relationships, place names, and in artifact variety, distribution pattern, and peso values. (See appendixes A-C.) Women dictated wills with regularity in the Spanish colonial empire.
The Lujan documents also represent the variety of legal actions
involving women in colonial New Mexico. Women participated in numerous kinds of legal activity: land conveyances, estate settlement,
property and inheritance claims, and cases involving personal injury,
donations, dowries, mortgages, and trespass. Quasi-legal church records further document women's socioreligious behavior in books of
baptism, marriage, and death. Although women served less often than
men as a witness (testiga) or executor (albacea) in settlements of their
family estates, their rights as testator (testador) were protected.
In addition to contributing to the study of women's status, the
documents bear directly on the study of material culture. Archaeologists, anthropologists, and art historians now share the study of material culture with folklorists, cultural geographers, and historians of
technology.5 Each field analyzes artifacts as indexes to social change
and values. Juana's documents, artifacts themselves as well as sources
4. Alicia V. Tjarks, "Demographic, Ethnic, and Occupational Structure of New Mexico, 1790," The Academy of American Franciscan History, 35 (January 1978),45-88. See Tables
2 and 8. According to a 1760 census, about 3,340 Espanoles y castas and 1,850 Indios and
genizaros lived in the Santa Cruz jurisdiction. Given the alcaldia's 116 widows in the
1790 population of nearly 9,000, the 1760 population (about 5,200) probably had about
sixty-eight widows, including Juana. Other statistics for 1790 may also be usefully compared for 1760 approximations for Juana's 1760 Santa Cruz environment, e.g. widowers
represent 2 percent while widows are 7.8 percent of the population (Table 7).
5. Siegfried Giedion was the most prominent social historian using material culture
analysis before 1950 (see Mechanization Takes Command: A Contribution to Anonymous History
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1948). By 1960 important studies analyzing material
culture are George Kubler's The Shape of Time: Remarks on the History of Things (New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1962) and John A. Kouwenhoven's Made In America: The
Arts in Modern Civilization (Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1962). In addition to Ian
M. G. Quimby's Material Culture and the Study of American Life (New York: Norton, 1977),
significant studies include works by archaeologists James Deetz and Ivor Noel Hume,
cultural historians Alan Gowans, Marshall Fishwick, and Ray Brown, and folklorist
Henry Glassie.
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of data about artifacts, serve as a comparative model for the material
character of later Hispanic colonial New Mexico. The goods bequeathed
by Juana to her heirs demonstrate her awareness of legal structures
and social needs: a dowry for her daughter, and land and goods for
her sons, to help maintain them physically, and to guarantee' the family's position in society. While some objects reflect the gender of the
heir, many do not; need and balance seem to be the major factors in
who got what. The types, number, and condition of the inventoried
objects provide a measure of the local barter economy, craft technology,
and imported goods in New Mexico in 1762. Moreover, the appraised
values of objects establish a basis for comparisons.
While the colony's hierarchial social matrix mimicked Spain's, local
realities simplified its structure; fewer people occupied each class and
mixed-bloods (mestizos) probably numbered beyond the official counts.
In this setting, Juana Lujan's estate, appraised at nearly six thousand
pesos, ranked her as an upper-class woman. Juana tried to advance
her status by means of property acquisition and social obligations, such
as standing as godmother to many families and arranging the marrige
of her daughter to an officer. Juana knowingly employed material goods
to define her physical environment, personal relations, social status,
and to provide for their inter-generational transmission. 6 Juana functioned well, acquiring goods, using them to gain status, arid willing
them to heirs through a series of social, economic, and legal processes.
Contrary to the stereotype of subservient Spanish women, Juana actively maintained property to her advantag~ and that of her illegitimate
children in the insecure world of colonial New Mexico.
After Spanish authority re-established itself under Diego de Vargas
in 1693, the colony continued to struggle with familiar frontier problems of poor supply systems, rivalry between the church and ~ivil
authorities, raids by nomadic Indians, unauthorized land usage, and
a sparse population. These problems w~re typical in the Santa Cruz
jurisdiction which encompassed many of Juana's activities. The area
straddled the confluence of the Rio Grande and Rio Chama, and included one Tiwa and five Tewa speaking Pueblos, a settlement of genizaros at Abiquiu, fifteen hispano settlements and numerous small,
outlying ranchos. 7 These scattered social clusters, pastures, dry-farm
6. This concept of cognition owes recent development to Henry Glassie, Pattern in
the Material Folk Culture of the Eastern United States (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1971), and to James Deetz, In Small Things Forgotten (New York: Anchor
Books, 1977).
7. Myra Ellen Jenkins and Albert l{. Schroeder, A Brief History of New Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1974), 26, provides a definition of genfzaro
as Hispanicized Indian strays, captives, or ransomed persons.
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and irrigated lands, woodlands, hunting areas, and connecting trails
lay in the high (1,450 to 2,400 meters) valleys between the Jemez and
Sangre de Cristo ranges. All inhabitants actively sought to maintain
their own way of life.
Juana's social, legal, and religious activity centered around the
villa of Santa Cruz, founded by Vargas in 1695. The village and alcaldia
became the focus of land grants, petitions, and claims of Spaniards
driven out during the 1680 Indian revolt. Questions also arose about
protection of Indian lands against Spanish encroachments. 8 As Spanish
settlement expanded, land transactions dominated the corpus of legal
decisions. In a 1713 action, Diego Martin conveyed land to Juana Lujan. 9 In 1733, citizens (vecinos) of Santa Cruz petitioned Governor Cruzat y Gongora for permission to build a new church, and received
positive response. 1O Clearly, the region was moving into a period of
expanding Hispanic cultural activity.
A small settlement about ten miles north of Santa Cruz is interesting in its association with Juana Lujan. Documents refer to it as
"puesto de Nuestra Senora de la Soledad del Rio Arriba."ll A 1712
dowry settlement at Soledad by a widow demonstrates that Juana's
provision for her daughter was consistent with local social and legal
practice. Soledad reappears in transactions between 1750 and 1765,
including Juana's will, again illustrating her participation in the transmitted Hispanic legal patterns that lessened the region's cultural, if not
physical, isolation from Spain. 12
Juana enters the region under a cloud of uncertainties. A noted
New Mexican historian, Angelico Chavez, gently calls her family name,
Gomez del Castillo, "mysterious." He states that Juana's parents, Matias Lujan and Francisca Romero, had "a prosperous homestead near
San Ildefonso [Pueblol, including Apache and other Indian servants"
before the 1680 Pueblo Revolt. In that year, young Juana and her parents joined the Spanish colonists and their Indian allies fleeing south
to La Villa de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe del Paso, now Ciudad
8. Twitchell, Spanish Archives, I: document numbers 2, 7, 9, and 882 indicate specific
cases involving Indian land, returning Spaniards, land conveyance, and the re-settlement
of Santa Cruz.
9. Ibid., document numbers 740, 741, 742, 745, and 430 (1713: Martin to Lujan land
sale).
10. SANM, II-SRC, 1733.
11. Francisco Atanasio Dominguez, The Missions of New Mexico, 1776, Eleanor B.
Adams and Angelico Chavez, eds. and trans. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1956),90, notes this center of extensive holdings of landowner Sebastian Martin.
12. Twitchell, Spanish Archives, I: document numbers 161, 189, 975, 369, and 197.
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Juarez. There, a Francisco Gomez Robledo, born in Santa Fe in 1628,
produced two sons, Bartolome and, in 1658, a "natural" son, Antonio,
by "a Lopez del Castillo woman." Chavez states that three illegitimate
children were born to Juana "at Guadalupe del Paso by Antonio or
Bartolome Robledo," and they returned north "about 1693" as a "Gomez
del Castillo" or "Lujan."13 Or was it later, when Francisco was born
(1710) to Juana and she began to acquire land (1713)? Juana maintained
ties to the Roybal-Gomez Robledo family near Pojoaque, but some
details of her family origins and ties, and circumstances of her children's births, remain unclear. 14
Utilizing important pre-revolt connections, Juana's family began
a new life. In June of 1721, Juana's daughter, Luisa, married the prominent, twenty-five-year-old Juan Estevan Garcia de Noriega, with exGovernor Valverde as sponsor. Juana's 1762 will documents that Luisa
received a very substantial dowry, about two thousand pesos. In this
Spanish custom, historian Lavrin notes, dower property was often
used by the husband, but remained in his wife) family, thus securing
her widowhood, and her family after her death. By 1731, Juan Estevan
and Luisa resided at Santa Cruz, and had had four of their five children.
The next year, Juana's elder son, Francisco, married Ursula Guillen.
Because Francisco was deceased when Juana made her will in 1762,
the two sons were made heirs. They were killed by Utes in 1766. In
1731, Juana's younger son, Juan Gomez, married Antonia Quintana.
In 1734 Juan's wife was abducted bya black, Estevan Rodriguez, but
survived to be returned to her husband and have seven children by
him.
Juana also established herself in local society through the Catholic
Church. By participation in rites of marriage, baptism, and burial, she
consolidated her position in the community. In 1730 and 1733, marriages of Juana's Indian servants (sirvientes) were recorded at San 11defonso. On April 20, 1732, Fray Jose Irigoyen married Juana and.
Francisco Martin; Trujillo and Gongora family members served as best
man and matron of honor (padrinos). Members of the Lujan-GomezMartin family continued to act as witnesses at the marriages of Indians
and mixed-bloods (castas). Between 1726 and 1735, Juana, her sons and
13. Angelico Chavez, Origins of New Mexico Families (Santa Fe: Historical Society of
New Mexico, 1954); 36-37. Although no reference appears in Juana's will to "carnal"
children, their unrecorded origins support Chavez' assertion. It is more difficult to
reconcile Chavez' 1693 departure of Juana and three children from Guadalupe del Paso
because Chavez reports Francisco's age to be twenty-three in 1733; also his elder brother
is said to be born "about 1640," making his father only twelve.
14. Ibid., 36-37 for "G6mez Robledo" and 187-88 for "G6mez."
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daughter-in-law, Ursula Guillen, were documented at baptisms and
weddings as godparent or bridesmaid (madrina) no less than fourteen
times to local children at San Ildefonso Pueblo. Several were genizaros
with no known parents, but they often bore the names of Juana or her
sons. In turn, Captain Juan Jose de Bustamante enhanced the Lujans'
social position when he stood as godfather at the baptism of Maria,
daughter of Francisco and Ursula. IS
The Lujan clan continued to secure its social status through land
holdings. Like other Hispanic settlers in the Santa Cruz area, they
encroached on local pueblo land. Historian Myra Ellen Jenkins analyzed the region's land tenure problems, and noted the illegal presence
of the Lujan family at San Ildefonso Pueblo. In 1714, Juana purchased
land from a grant of dubious legality made in 1702 by Governor Pedro
Rodriguez Cubero to Matias Madrid. Bounded by the Pueblo and Ignacio de Roybal's grant, Juana used the agricultural land "to support
her three grown illegitimate children and their large families."16 In 1740,
despite on-going Indi~n protest, Juana's son, Francisco, bought land
north of San Ildefonso. In another instance, the title to land that had
passed from Baz to Trujillo to Orcasitas to Juana Lujan and Francisco
Gomez, and finally to his daughter's husband, Marcus Lucero, was
annulled in 1786 and returned to San Ildefonso. In the end, Juana's
influence was loosened by the same legal system that had protected
her estate. I?

The Documents of Settlement
In the New Mexico State Records Center and Archives, documents
referring to the settlement of the estate of Juana Lujan are gathered
under a note reading "inventories made by Don Carlos Fernandez,
Alcalde Mayor of La Canada, of the goods of Juana, and division between her heirs ... Year 1763." First is an oath and petition addressed
to Don Carlos by his full title, "Senor Alcalde Mayor y Capitan de
Guerra," from the executor of Juana's estate, her son, Juan Gomez del
Castillo. Juan swears to act in the matter of the estate settlement of his
deceased mother "without malice and in good conscience." The next
15. Angelico Chavez, Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, 1678-1900 (St. Paul: North
Central Publishing, 1957). From the microfilm edition at the SRC I refer to San Ildefonso's
Books of Marriage for 1730, 1732, 1733, 1742, 1747, 1751, and 1752; and Books of Baptisms
for 1726, 1727, 1728, 1729, and 1730.
16. Myra Ellen Jenkins, "Spanish Land Grants in the Tewa Area," New Mexico Historical Review, 47 (April 1972), 122-23.
17. Ibid., 124-29.
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statement, made on July 10, 1762, at Soledad de Rio Arriba, alcalde
Fernandez, acting as juez receptor, approves the executor's petition to
divide the estate according to proper legal procedures. This act is witnessed by local residents, Francisco Valdez y Bustos and Francisco
Sanchez. IS
The initial listing of Juana's property begins six weeks later, on
August 18, at her residence (la casa morada), a rancho near Soledad del
Rio Arriba named San Antonio. With authorities and heirs on hand,
Juan Gomez presents several important papers: the last will and testament (testamento) of Juana Lujan; a dowry letter (carta de dote) given
her daughter Luisa, now a widow of Captain Garcia de Noriega; sworn
statements (diligencias practicadas) by Juana referring to debts incurred
by Joseph Garcia; receipts (recivos) of expenses paid for Juana's funeral
from friars Juan Antonio Ezeiza and Manual Zambrano. Juan Gomez
then swears that there were no other papers. Documents are signed
by Fernandez, with Valdez and Sanchez as witnesses (testigos).19
The unappraised listing continues directly with goods taken by
Juan Gomez acting as custodian (tenedor de bienes). First, house, garden,
and lands are briefly noted. Next, animals are described as to number,
sex, age, and often condition. Juan then enters the house, where tools,
containers, and religious ,images are listed. In one room, Juan records
his mother's bed with its coverings, scissors, a cabinet, and articles of
clothing. Juan returns out-of-doors to refer to structures and fields,
both here and in Chama, where there are implements, carts, and more
animals. In all, sixty-three lines list about 250 animals, 215 artifacts,
constructions, and lands.
The listing is concluded inside the house with more ceramics and
textiles. Executor Juan Gomez and the othe~ heirs indicate there are
no other goods to be inventoried relating to this family branch (tronco).
Juan, however, points out that some declared goods do not appear in
the will of Juana. He also notes that some goods claimed in a petition
by Ursula Guillen, widow of Juana's elder son, Francisco, were brought
together and examined by Ursula and other heirs. As the listing and
·other actions conform to the heirs'legal rights (derechos), they are signed
by alcalde Fernandez and duly witnessed. The heirs did not sign as
they did not know how to write. 20
Next is Ursula's petition (pedimento) for certain goods from her
mother-in-law's estate. As wife of Juana's son, Captain Francisco Gomez
18. SANM II-SRC, 1762: frame 353.
19. Ibid., frame 354.
20. Ibid., frames 354-56.
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del Castillo, Ursula makes a carefully worded, formal request. It includes three religious figures, one in bronze, chests of wood and of
leather, a cow and riding mule, some skeins of thread, and a loom
comb. The latter items, Ursula claims, had been sold for a saddle. She
then asks for a horse that had been given to Joseph Sanchez, and a
forge hammer sold by her brother-in-law, Juan G6mez. In evidence,
Ursula presents the will of her father-in-law, Francisco Martin, which
she claims is valid. Ursula states Juana's will to be invalid due to a
conflict-of-interest involvement in this case of Juana's grandson by
Luisa, Lieutenant Joseph Joaquin Garda de Noriega. Clearly, Ursula is
another hispana capable of using the legal system to demand her property rights. But, in a brief ruling taken down at San Antonio rancho
on August 18, 1762, alcalde Fernandez denies Ursula's petition due to
"insufficient cause." He also commands that the goods cited be examined by the heirs ofJuana, and that the inventory of her estate be
carried out "without injury to the parties."21
The prime document is the last will and testament that Juana
dictated on March 18, 1762, at her rancho. Its standard opening is
rendered here, through the generous effort of Dr. Asunci6n Lavrin:
(Transcription)
Indie Domini Amen
Sepan cuantos esta carta y testamento y ultima voluntad como yo
Juana Lujan digo: que creo en el misterio de la Santisima Trinidad,
Dios Padre, Dios Hijo, y Dios Espiritu Santo, tres personas distintas y un solo Dios verdadero y que la segunda persona, que es el
Hijo, se hizo hombre en las purisimas ehtranas de Nuestra Senora
la Virgen Maria por obra del Espiritu Santo quedando virgen y
verdadera madre de Dios. Y asi mismo creo de todo coraz6n, y
confieso de boca, todo aquello que tiene, cree y confiesa, Nuestra
Madre la Santa y Gloria Cat6lica Apost6lica Romana, bajo de cuya
fe protesto que quiero vivir y morir.
Siendo cierta a toda criatura el morir, estando como estoy
enferma en cama, del accidente que Dios ha sido servido de enviarme, mas por su divina misericordia en mi sano y entero juicio,
llamo en mi ayuda a Nuestra Senora la Virgen Maria, a los Santos
Ap6stoles San Pedro, y San Pablo, a los santos angeles de mi
guarda, y santo de mi nombre San Juan Bautista, ya nuestro padre
San Francisco de cuya Tercera Orden soy hija aunque indigna.
(y) Ordeno mi testamento y ultima voluntad llamando y convidando en mi ayuda la virtud del Espiritu Santo en la forma y
manera siguiente:
21. Ibid., frames 357 and 358. This document bears a post-1700 watermark of a
Spanish crown over a fleur-de-lis over a lozenge over an indistinct motif.
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Primeramente, mando mi alma a Dios Nuestro Senor que la
crio y redimio con el infinito precio de su sangre preciosa, y el
cuerpo a la tierra de cuya limo fue formado.
Item, mando de mandas forsozas los seis pesos a todos cuatro
y esto 10 aparto del remanente de mis bienes.
Item, declaro que si Dios Nuestro Senor fuere servido de llevarme de esta vida, sea mi cuerpo amortajado con el habito de
Nuestro Padre San Francisco y que sea mi cuerpo sepultado en la
iglesia de la mision de San [page] Ildefonso.
Item, declaro que fui casada y velada segUn orden de Nuestra
Madre Iglesia con Francisco Martin de cuyo matrimonio, no hubimos ni procreamos ningun hijo.
Item, declaro por mis herederos a tres hijos que tengo y uno
de ellos es difunto, que so Luisa, Juan, y Francisco, que este es
difunto y vivos su esposa e hijos.
Item, declaro por mis bienes dos mulas . . .
In the Name of God, Amen
(Translation)
Mayall men know that through this testament and last will I,
Juana Lujan, state that I believe in the mystery of the Holy Trinity,
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, three
distinct persons and one true God, and that the second person,
who is the Son, by the power of the Holy Spirit, became man in
the most pure womb of Our Lady the Virgin Mary, who remained
a virgin and the true mother of God. And I also verbally confess
to believe faithfully everything that is upheld, believed and preached
by our mother, the Holy Roman Catholic and Apostolic Church,
under whose faith I swear that I wish to live and die.
And as death is certain to all creatures, being in bed with a
sudden illness that God has willed to send me but, owing to His
divine mercy, with my judgement full and intact, I call on to aid
me Our Lady the Virgin Mary, the holy apostles Saint Peter and
Saint Paul, the Saints, my holy guardian angels, and the saint of
my name, Saint John the Baptist, and our father, Saint Francis, to
whose Third Order I belong as an unworthy daughter.
And I order my testament and last will, calling on and inviting
to aid me the grace of the Holy Spirit, in the following manner:
First, I offer my soul to God, our Lord, who created and redeemed it with the infinite worth of His precious blood, and my
body to the earth from whose dust it was created.
Item: I order six pesos to be paid to all four "required donations" and these I put aside from the remainder of my belongings.
Item: I declare that if it be the will of God Our Lord to take
me from this life, my body be shrouded in the habit of our father
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Saint Francis and interred in the church of the mission of San
Ildefonso.
Item: I declare that I was married and veiled as our Mother
the Church orders it, to Francisco Martin, and that we did not
have or procreated any children in our marriage.
Item: I declare as my heirs my three children, one of who is
deceased, and they are: Luisa, Juan, and Francisco, who is deceased, but whose wife and children live.
Item: I declare as my property two mules ... 22
The testament of Juana continues with a listing of her property,
what she bequeaths, what she is owed, and what she owes. Animals
are listed first; several animals are held in Albuquerque by Joseph
Garcia. Next, Juana describes her rancho: a house of twenty-four rooms,
nine with doors, four doors with latches, a stable, and a fruit orchard
enclosed by an adobe wall. The house and lands come to about the
same value as the animals, 1,300 pesos, but all the tools, utensils,
clothing, and other furnishings amount to only 150 pesos, exclusive of
Luisa's large dowry. Juana also notes two religious paintings on tanned
elk hide and a sculpture of St. Peter of Alcantara, a Spanish Franciscan
canonized in 1669, all located at San Ildefonso Pueblo church. Some
other religious images (santos), chests, and minor objects are already
divided among her children, "and everyone knows this." After listing
ranch features, personal objects, and debts, Juana asks that her funeral
be carried out with "as much solemnity as possible," including three
novenary, sung masses.
Juana concludes her testament with several formal but important
statements. She names as executor and guardian her son, Juan, next,
her daughter, and, last, Luisa's son by Juan Esteban Garcia, Jose Joaquin. Juana declares this instrument to be her only valid will, and
requests that it be ratified by Captain Joaquin, her grandson and deputy
(teniente) of alcalde Fernandez. Accordingly, the will is signed by [Jose]
Joaquin Garcia, acting as juez recepto, an official delegated specifically
to preside over a legal procedure. Garcia signs for two illiterate witnesses, Joseph Sanchez and Salvador Martinez, while Francisco Valdez
and Joaquin Martinez sign with their own rubrics. It is noted that the
paper bears no tax seal as none is locally available. 23 (Who smuggled
un-taxed paper into the region, and dared to use it for an official
document?)
In June, four receipts are recorded, suggesting that Juana died in
22. Ibid., frames 359 and 360.
23. Ibid., frame 362.
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late May. The first is dated June 3, 1762, for executor Juan Gomez from
the priest in Santa Fe, Fray Manuel Zambrano, for an alms offering
(Iimosna) for five masses to be said by Fray Joseph Esquijo for the repose
of Juana's soul. The following day, a receipt comes from Fray Juan
Mirabal at nearby San Juan Pueblo for nine masses "prayed with responses." The third dates to the 7th, again by Fray Mirabal, for twelve
masses, nine for Juana, and three for Antonia Madrid. 24 The next day,
Fray Ezeiza of San Ildefonso gives Juan a receipt for a large donation
for twenty masses and a novena. 25
A fifth receipt, dated August 18, 1762, provides for Juana's funeral
rites of honors (honras), a mass one year after her death (cabo de ana),
and a novena of masses (novenario de misas), all for her soul's release
(sufragio) from purgatory. Fray Juan Antonio Ezeiza at San Ildefonso
states what he has received from executor Juan Gomez for these rites:
two cows with calves, a kettle, forty female lambs, twelve sheep, and
fifty-two head of cattle. 26
At this point, an older but very significant document appears: the
dowry given by Juana to her daughter, Luisa, in 1721, when she married Juan Esteban Garcia de Noriega. In January 1723, at the Lujan
rancho, the goods (alajas y bienes) are valued at a large sum of 2,500
pesos. It requires more than a hundred itemized lines to record agricultural lands and rancho in La Canada; 200 pesos, remarkably, in coin;
more than 200 domesticated animals; over 150 household artifacts,
including jewelry, clothing, furniture, utensils, dishes, two dozen textiles, and additional yardage (varas) of woolen material. The document
is signed and witnessed by prominent citizens, including presidiaI
captains Ignacio de Roybal and Baltazar Trujillo. As the receiver and
administrator of the dowry, Juan Estevan Garcia reviews it and states
he is "content and satisfied."27
Some of Luisa's dowry items are transferred to outstanding accounts in EI Paso and Chihuahua. This relates to Juana's trade activities,
which are also suggested by imported Mexican and European goods
that appear in the dowry and estateinventory. An attached sheet, dated
in February 1728, at Santa Cruz, concerns payment of eighty pesos,
entered as marginalia in the 1723 dowry. Captain Francisco Montes
Vigil signs for socially prominent, but illiterate, JuaD Estevan Garcia.
24.
25.
26.
27.

Ibid.,
IbId.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,

frame
frame
frame
frame

369.
368.
363.
366.
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It is witnessed by two more notable citizens of the region, Joseph de

Atienza y Alcala and Miguel de Quintana. 28
The following document returns to evidence of legal protection of
Juana's property after her death. In a petition, dating about mid-July,
her son, heir, and executor, Juan Gomez, asks "not to cause malice"
and "out of necessity," that Governor Velez Cachupin distribute the
goods belonging to Juana that are held in Albuquerque by Joseph
Garda, reportedly for five years without legal authority. Gomez claims
that Garda failed to provide a property listing, and asks for any increase
in the stock over the last three years and a new contract. In the next
document, dated July 21, 1762, the governor orders alcalde mayor
Antonio Baca of the Albuquerque jurisdiction to require Garda to make
a statement (relaci6n juridica) concerning the animals which he holds
under bond (vale). If the bond does not indicate that the heirs wished
the animals to remain with Garda, the governor instructs Baca to order
them to be handed over, "accepting no appeal as it is according to
justice." A few weeks later, on August 7, at a grazing area west of the
Rio Puerco known as Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe de Navajo, Baca
reports that he met with Garcia, and that he will turn over the bonded
livestock as ordered.
As there is no "public scribe" in the region, the compliance is
signed by Baca, Garcia, and two witnesses, Salvador Martinez and
Cristobal Salazar. That same day, Juana's executor, Juan G6mez, and
Joseph Garda sign a statement of delivery for the animals. They consist
of 42 mares, a stallion, an unbroken donkey, and 234 sheep. At twelve
and two pesos respectively for mares and sheep, the animals are worth
about a thousand pesos, a value fully justifying Juan's efforts in behalf
of his mother'~ estate. Albuquerque alcalde Baca receives a mare in
payment for his assistance.
Juan then turns to a long listing of goods owed to his mother and
not yet recovered, and of items paid for his mother's funeral expenses.
Each payment provides insight into the social and legal processes surrounding the death of a prominent person. For example, six cattle are
missing from the accounting, as is an earthenware jug lent to a priest.
Two head of cattle are paid to an Indian for driving them, but when
a horse and mule die in transit, another is given the Catholic Church
to pay for Juana's shroud (mortaja). An ox is killed to pay for candlelit vigils (velas) for Juana, and two more oxen for the novenary masses.
A cow is slaughtered to obtain tallow (sebo) to make candles for the
28. Ibid., frame 367.
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funeral "honors" and for the anniversary mass. Juan also pays for more
candle tallow and cotton wicks. The burial (en tierra) costs two cows,
and another goes to an Ortiz, apparently for providing Indian labor,
perhaps to dig the grave. A lamb is paid to Jose Fresques as vigil prayer
leader. Two head of cattle are given to the singers of the masses, for
which a mortar, a jug for mixing chocolate, a metal plate, buckles and
a sieve are given to the church. The priest (Mirabal?) also received forty
lambs, fourteen sheep and a barrel, while Father Urquirjo received a
door latch bolt. Finally, several sheep and cows are killed, one for when
the alcalde arrives to pay his respects.
Other transactions record a mutally-agreed system of exchange
that did not depend on specie. For instance, Juana is noted as having
exchanged a cow for a pair of spurs. In payment of debts, a filly is
given to Francisco Valdez and colts to Joseph and Pedro Ignacio Sanchez, and to a Nicolas. Through her dowry settlement, Luisa already
has most of the items listed: spoon, Mexican dishes, bedspread, sheet,
and petticoats; but Juan claims a carnal for his daughter. As required
by law, the dowry is discounted from an inheritance. For pay ofJuana's
maintenance, two cows are killed, and one sold to Luisa; two pounds
of chocolate are indebted, but only one is paid. Finally, Juana's care
during her last illness is paid for with a sheet for a youth and a peso
for a woman, but neither is identified. These instruments are ratified
and signed for Juan Gomez by Francisco Valdez y Bustos.
In four brief notes made at San Antonio ranch, dated August 19,
1762, alcalde Fernandez directs that the listing and judicial proceeding
be made known to the heirs. He then directs that an official appraisal
be made of the Lujan property so that its division can proceed. Independent appraisers Luis de Archuleta and Antonio Mestas swear to
discharge their duties well and faithfully. The alcalde signs for them,
par no saber firmado, and Valdez and Sanchez act as witnesses.
The appraised estate inventory consists of seventy-two itemized
lines for 4 pieces of real estate, 184 objects, 258 animals, and 16 pesos.
These items come to a total value of 2,884 pesos. (The document shows
a considerable error with a total of 2,746 pesos, 2 reales, at 8 reales per
peso.) The data on each item includes value and quantity, sometimes
material and condition. Even objects valued at nada are listed. The next
set of documents account for charges against the estate, including payment to the Catholic Church for services, to the woman who cared for
Juana, to youths transporting goods from Rio Puerco to the San Antonio
ranch, to witnesses, appraisers, and to the judge-alcalde. The completed inventory is signed and witnessed. 29 (See Appendix C for a
29. Ibid., frames 371-78.
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listing of Spanish words for appraised objects and services, generally
followed by an original textual example and translation.)
Next, alcalde Fernandez signs off on the value of goods already
received by the heirs. Luisa's dowry amounts to 2,260 pesos, while
Juan has received goods worth 351 pesos: 49 animals, a comal and a
set of arms (armas) consisting of a saddle, musket, sword, and shield.
The deceased Francisco has taken into his marriage with Ursula Guillen
goods valued at 587 pesos: 62 animals, a set of arms, and 4 hand tools
(adz, chisel, hammer, and tongs).30 These three amounts total nearly
3,200 pesos and, added to the estate appraisal, give a sum of nearly
6,000 pesos. By subtracting total debts of about 300 pesos, the value
of the estate to be settled is 5,640 pesos, or 1,880 pesos for each heir,
an equal share to each heir as required by Spanish law. 31 Clearly, Luisa's
share is more than represented by her dowry.
The next series of documents are the hijuelas, inventories of property to be distributed to the heirs. Due to her dowry, Luisa receives
nothing; in support of this action, her dowry letter is inserted into the
record. There is an equal-value hijuela for each son, Juan and Francisco.
Juan's consists of 115 animals, stirrups, and branding iron, along with
80 additional objects of types not assigned to Francisco's portion: a
balance scale, metates, ceramic tray, coas, blanket, bed sheet, stockings,
heddle and loom comb, and reliquary locket. The deceased brother's
family receives 52 animals, and object types not appearing in Juan's
inventory: a barrel, comal, hand tools, spit, bed, bedspread, skirts,
scissors, hand bell, syringe(?) and copper pot. The two heirs also share
the same kinds of objects: wagon and harness, religious images, ceramic jugs, cups and saucers, spoons and candlesticks, plow points,
axes and saws, cow hides and sheep fleeces, and a 200 peso settlement
from Luisa. To balance the settlement, Luisa has to turn over some
objects, and no gender distinction is maintained with the assigned
goods. Concluded, the settlement is duly witnessed by an Antonio
(Bustos or Mestas?) and Francisco Sanchez, and signed by alcalde Fernandez, who sends it to New Mexico Governor Tomas Velez Cachupfn. 32
In the last two documents of the estate settlement, Juana's daughter enters a protest with alcalde Fernandez about damage to her dowry
30. Lavrin, Latin American Women, 34. The contribution of the groom is called the
arras, which is added to the bride's family's contribution (eargas matrimoniales) to make
up the total dowry.
31. SANM I1-SRC, 1762: frames 378-80.
32. Ibid., frames 380-83.
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from the low appraisal of goods which she has to turn over to the
heirs. Two days later, on August 22 at Soledad, the alcalde calls together
Juan Gomez and Cristobal Trujillo, executor of his deceased brother's
estate. They admit to Luisa's claim, but state that by common consent
they all had agreed to accept the bequest as proposed. Offical signatures
are applied, and the estate of Juana Lujan is settled, at least to the
satisfaction of Hispanic law and according to its forms. 33

Analysis of Juana's Material Culture
As noted, Appendix C provides an alphabetical listing of Spanish
terms for objects and services recorded in the 1762 estate documents
of a prosperous New Mexican hispana. Each object represents a form
or type, and a functional class of artifact available in New Mexico that
was incorporated into a viable way of life. While numerous types of
artifacts do not appear, due to their rarity, irrelevance, or discard, those
listed indicate that Juana maintained a traditional household, land usage,
and an upper-class life style. They are defined by an environment that
requires a wide spectrum of survival strategiesdependent on land and
water, local Hispanic and native peoples, barter trade, local and imported goods, and on Spanish .economic, social, and legal structures.
The last transmits physical property, -Juana's material culture, to her
heirs as real wealth, and as symbols of status and ethnic identity. As
Fredrik Barth noted, members of an ethnic group respond to pressures
with strategies believed to be effective in maintaining its identity. 34
Inside a community threats to an individual's status appear to elicit
similar efforts to control resources. Thus, Juana's legal strategy reinforces her and her heirs' identification as members of the increasingly
dominant Hispanic culture in colonial New Mexico.
The Lujan estate provides documentation of material culture as
objects of cultural types and functions. They include produce such as
hides, fleeces, grain, and livestock; structured spaces such as a farmstead of buildings, garden, corrals, and fields; implements for fieldwork
and domestic furnishing; and personal items of dress, adornment, and
religious faith. Each type of object may be assigned to a functional
class as defined by its cultural setting. Although the final consumptuary
form and function of raw materials is unknown, even their production
for a cultural purpose is certain.
The inventorying process follows a sequence that derives from
33. Ibid., frames 384-85.
34. Fredrik Barth, Ethnic Groups and Boundaries: The Social Organization of Culture
Difference (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1969).
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objects' location and monetary value. The listing proceeds from house
to dependencies, garden, walls, stable, adjacent, then remote, corrals
and fields. Next, larger livestock (ganado mayor: cattle, oxen, asses, and
mules) are recorded as to number, condition, age, and value. Often,
a horse's color is noted, a tenacious Spanish practice. Smaller animals
(ganado menor: sheep, goats, and pigs) appear next, followed with sheep
on distant ranges. After the animals, the listing moves on to farm tools
and equipment, then household furnishings, including furniture, utensils, dishes, textiles, and personal items. A final group includes a variety
of animals, produce, cash and debts, and anything missed earlier,
recalling James Deetz' "small things forgotten." Some types of objects
are less common in this particular estate: containers, vehicles, and
entertainment devices; but this absence may not be reflected in Juana's
life. Here, her objects are grouped into nine classes, based on form
and function and ranked by value:
Object class
Animals
House and structures
Agricultural lands
Tools, equipment, and documents
Utensils and furniture
Natural products
Fabrics, clothing, and jewelry
Debts and coins
Religious objects
total

Value
1,195
1,156
250
135
47
37.5
36.5
16
11

2,884 pesos

Percent
41.44
40.08
8.67
4.68
1.63
1.30
1.26
.56
.38
100%

This chart indicates that Juana's estate is based on a rural, almost
cashless economy, with over 90 percent of its value in real estate and
biological products, both dependent on land usage. Tools and furnishings represent a small investment in order to carryon essential farming,
craft work, and domestic activities. At the same time, the appendixes
listing places and object terms suggest that Juana imported items highly
valued by her, such as costume, furnishings, and religio-artistic works,
suggesting that colonial New Mexico's economic and physical isolation
were less severe for a well-to-do settler like Juana. This pattern of
holding certain items in high esteem is also evident in Luisa's dowry,
as well as for prosperous wives, widows, and nuns in central Mexico,
as Lavrin and Edith Couturier have convincingly shown.
In addition to these familiar features of material culture, the Lujan
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documents also include culturally appropriate activities that help define her psychological and physical environment. These include· services such as masses, vigils, a burial, moving goods, tending the ill,
witnessing, appraising, and saying mass. As with physical property,
each service has a specific social function and assigned economic value
that depends on its social significance and quantity.
In brief, I derive a definition of material culture from the Lujan
documents that includes the artifacts and services required by members
of an ethnic group to maintain its identity in competition with other
groups for resources in a shared environment. Thus, humans transform
most of nature into cultural environments.
In contrast to ranking object classes by their economic values, it
is informative to rank them by the number of terms (Appendix C) in
each class, thereby suggesting their social, rather than their economic,
value. Object classification systems, such as Robert Chenhall's primary
functions or the Social History and Industrial Classification's (SHIC)
social activity approach provide a more detailed method of classification. 35 The nine classes produce a chart indicative of Juana's reliance
on the naming practices of her Hispanic culture. The lower-case letter
after each class also identifies that class for each term in Appendix C.
Object class
Utensils and furniture (u)
Tools, equipment, and documents (t)
Fabric, clothing, and jewelry (f)
Animals (a)
Natural products (p)
Religious objects (r)
Debts and coins (c)
House and structures (s)
Agricultural lands (I)

Number of Terms (/ = I, X = 2)
43 XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXI
41
37
22
12
12

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXI
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXI
XXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

9 XXXXI
7 XXXI
2X

While these charts apply only to Juana's estate, they could be
generated for each estate in Spanish colonial New Mexico, using these
classes or. those of Chenhall or SHIC. By making a graph, as above,
for the "number of terms" and drawing a line through the end points,
a sloping "profile" characterizing each estate could be produced to allow
for quantitative comparisons. Finally, all of the estate profiles could be
35. Robert G. Chenhall, Nomenclature for Museum Cataloguing: A System for Classifying
Man-made Objects (Nashville: American Association for State and Local History, 1978),
and SHIC Working Party, Social History and Industrial Classification (Sheffield: University
of Sheffield, 1983).
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over-laid to create a composite profile for the number of terms characteristic of object classes for a known segment of the Hispanic culture
of pre-Anglo New Mexico. Similarly, a value-by-object-dass profile could
be generated for the colony. Finally, the term-number and the classvalue profiles for this culture could be compared to profiles generated
for cultures of another ethnicity, period, or region.

Analysis of Juana's Status
The Lujan documents define the role and status of a prosperous
woman in colonial Hispanic society. Her family and social connections
are reflected in legal statements, property listings and distribution. As
early as 1714, Juana begins to acquire land, by 1721 she marries her
daughter with a handsome dowry to a prominent citizen, and by 1762
she has created an estate of nearly 6,000 pesos. Many of the recorded
objects, especially those in Luisa's dowry, indicate that Juana has the
means to acquire silver and porcelain utensils, painted chests, religious
images, jewelry, and fine clothing from central Mexico, Europe, and
China. 36 These trappings of upper-class consumer taste help to establish
and maintain the social position of Juana and her offspring.
Likewise, as a widow, Juana fills a highly accepted social position.
Spanish society promotes the ideal of the married, pious woman, even
above that of a nun. As a mother, Juana successfully provides a material
and social base for her three children. Despite their illegitimate birth,
Juana clearly functions within the Roman Catholic faith, even joining
a distinguished group of pious laity, the Franciscan Third Order. Juana's
extensive and costly funeral rites also serve to mark her as a respectable
member of the local Hispanic community. Finally, Juana uses her legal
rights to define her status as a Spanish citizen. In short, Juana fulfills
the Hispanic model for women of her class, an elevated one in terms
of the local society, through active participation in its social, legal, and
economic structures.
Juana's documents contribute to the study of legal processes and
social behavior bearing on material culture as pertinent to women.
36. For Spanish terms of material culture relating to domestic life, see Jose Deleito
Pinuela, La mujer, la casa y la moda (Madrid: Espasa-Calpe, 1954), Abelardo Carrillo y
GarieI, Evoluci6n del mueble en Mexico (Mexico: Instituto National de Anthropologia e
Historia, 1957) and his EI traje en la Nueva Espana (Mexico: Instituto National de Anthropologia e Historia, 1959) as well as the basic source by Peter Boyd-Bowman, Lixico
Hispanoamericano del siglo XVI (London: Tamesis, 1971).
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Such documents and objects provide a means of measuring and interpreting social structures and values; in this instance, the socioeconomic role of women in colonial Mexico. Thus, these historical documents
reveal Juana Lujan as an example of the homogeneity of colonial Mexican society and the active roles of women on its northern border.

Appendix A:
People Named in Lujan Documents
The microfilm frame number of a source is set in parentheses. When titles
are first used, the original Spanish word is given after the English.
Archuleta, Luis de (376), appraiser, avaluador, of Rancho de San Antonio
Atienza y Alcala, Joseph de (367), witness, testigo, at Santa Cruz in 1728
Baca, Antonio (372), superior magistrate, alcalde mo.yor, and Captain of War,
capitan a guerra, of Albuquerque jurisdiction, alcaldfa
Ezeiza, Fray Juan Antonio (363), priest, ministro, at San Ildefonso
Fernandez, Don Carlos (352), superior magistrate and Captain of War of the
Santa Cruz jurisdiction
Fresques, Jose (375), a creditor of Lujan
Garcia, Jose (371), guardian, tenedor, of Lujan property in Albuquerque
Garcia de Noriega, Jose Joaquin (357, 362), grandson of Lujan through daughter, Luisa Gomez, and Juan Esteban Garcia; deputy, teniente, of Fernandez;
receiving judge, juez receptor and witness
Garcia de Noriega, Juan Esteban (367), husband, esposo, of Luisa Gomez, and
administrator, protector, of her dowry
Gomez del Castillo, Francisco (360), elder son, hijo, of Lujan; although deceased
by 1762, he is considered an heir, heredero
Gomez del Castillo, Juan (353), younger son of Lujan and her chief executor,
primer albacea, guardian of property, tenedor de bienes, and heir
Gomez del Castillo, Luisa (354), daughter and heiress, hija and heredera
Guillen, Ursula (357), widow, viuda, of Francisco Gomez
Lujan, Juana (352), deceased widow and mother featured in this study
Madrid, Antonia (369), another deceased widow
Martin, Francisco (357), deceased husband of Lujan
Martin, Juan Luis (361), creditor of Francisco Martin
Martinez, Joaquin (362), witness of the Lujan will
Martinez, Salvador (372), witness for Baca in Albuquerque
Mestas, Antonio (376), appraiser
Montes Vigil, Francisco (367), superior magistrate and Captain of War of the
Santa Cruz jurisdiction in 1728
Montoya, Manuel (378), debtor of Lujan estate
Ortiz, Nicholas (374), paid from Lujan estate "for providing young Indians,"
Pueblo children assisting the priest at her funeral
Perez Mirabal, Fray Juan Jose (369), priest at San Juan Pueblo
Quintana, Miguel de (367), witness at Santa Cruz in 1728
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Roybal, Ignacio de (367), witness at Rancho de San Antonio in 1723
Salazar, Cristobal (373), witness for Alcalde Baca in Albuquerque
Sanchez, Francisco (353), Captain, capitan, assisting witness, testigo de asistencia,
and deputy to Fernandez
Sanchez, Joseph (357, 362), witness and beneficiary of Lujan estate
Sanchez, Pedro Ignacio (374), beneficiary of Lujan estate
Torres, Diego (367), receiving judge at Rancho de San Antonio for 1723 dowry
Trujillo, Baltasar (366), Captain and witness at Rancho de San Antonio in 1723
Trujillo, Cristobal (385), executor, albacea, of estate of Francisco Gomez
Urquijo, Fray Jose (369, 375), priest, padre, at Santa Fe
Valdez y Bustos, Francisco (353), witness
Velez Cachupin, Don Tomas (372), Governor, gobernador and Captain General,
capitan general, of New Mexico province
Zambrano, Fray Manuel (369), priest at Santa Fe

Appendix B:
Places Named in Lujan Documents
The microfilm frame number of a source is set in parentheses.
Foreign:
Bretana (364), the western French province, Brittany
Cambrai (365), the northwest French town, Cambrai
China (355), the country
Ruan (364), the northwest French city, Rouen
Mexico:
Amula? (365), town of Ymula, Sinaloa?
Chihuahua (366), city of Nueva Galicia, territory west of Mexico City
Cirian? (365), a town?
Guadalajara (355), western city, seat of Nueva Galicia audiencia or court
Michoacan (365), south-central city and province
Paso de Norte, La Villa de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe del (366), northern town noW known as Ciudad Juarez
Puebla (de los Angeles), La Villa de (355), southeast central city
San Bias (364), port town in western province of Nayarit
Toluca (365), south-central town
New Mexico:
Alburquerque, La Villa de San Felipe de (371), city of Albuquerque
Chama (356), northwestern town
Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe de Navajo (372), vast grazing range west
of the Rio Puerco, north of Albuquerque
Rancho (also hacienda) de San Antonio (358, 362), Lujan residence near San
Ildefonso Pueblo
Rio Puerco (379), tributary of the Rio Grande north of Albuquerque
San Ildefonso (360), northern Indian pueblo
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Santa Cruz de la Canada, La Villa Nueva de (353), town and center of an
administrative jurisdiction
Santa Fe (de San Francisco), La Villa de (369), capital city of the colonial
province
Soledad del Rio Arriba, Nuestra Senora de la (353), section of lands of
Sebastian Martin family, north of Santa Cruz

Appendix C:
Material Culture Terms in Lujan Documents: Spanish-English
Each Spanish term· is followed by m or f, to indicate gender, its English
equivalent and, if known, its unit value in pesos. Generally, below each term
appears a reference to it in the Spanish text, with the original spellings, followed
by a translation. Parentheses after the Spanish text contain its frame number
in SANM II, roll 9, and its identifying object-class letter (see material culture
analysis). If no Spanish reference is given, this data appears above, after the
gender letter. Parentheses after the translation contain the inheritor's name:
Luisa, for her 1723 dowry; Francisco, for his estate, or Juan, for the younger,
surviving son and executor.

abanico, m
fan
dos abanicos pintados de china de marfil (365; u)
2 painted ivory fans from China
adarga, f (t)
heart-shaped shield
(see armas)
algod6n, m
cotton
dos pesos
pr algodon para belas (375; p)
2 pesos
for cotton to make candles (wicks)
almadaneta, f
small sledge hammer
una almadaneta a modo de iunqe (357; t)
a small sledge hammer used at the anvil (see yunque)
almario, f
cabinet
un almario hecho pedazos ... nada (377; u)
a cabinet in pieces, (worth) nothing
almtirtiga, f
halter
una silIa de andar a caballo, almartiga y freno (365; t)
a riding saddle, halter and bridle
almirez, m
mortar
un baso de medecina, dos acieras (sierras), una barena, un admirez con
su rnano (361; u)
..
a medicine jar, two saws, a drill and a brass mortar and pestle (objects
in the almario)
di el almires ... pr misas (375)
he gave the mortar (to pay) for masses
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almohada, f
pillow; pillowcase
dos pares de almoadas de roan (365; f)
2 sets of pillowcases of Rouen linen
angel, m
angel
un angel de papel doble grande con su marco (365; r)
a large, heavy paper (engraved print?) of an angel in a frame
anillo, m
finger ring
veinte anillos de plata y dos tumbagas finas (364; f)
20 silver finger rings and 2 of fine alloy
anta, f
elk; elk hide
cuatro antas pintatas y tres santos de anta grande (365; p)
4 painted elk hides and 3 large (paintings of) saints on elk hide
aparejo, m
packsaddle; harness
2
tres aparejos aperados (377; t)
3 fully equipped packsaddles (2 to Juan; 1 to Francisco)
apero, m
tools of a trade; harness
seis bueyes y careta, una reja y apero (366; t)
6 oxen and a wagon, a plowshare and (farm?) tools
arbol, m
tree
una guerta ... con arboles ... de todas especies de frotas (359; 1)
an orchard ... with all kinds of fruit trees
armador, m
jacket
un armador de 10 mismo (brocado amusco) con franja de plata (364; f)
a jacket of brown, embroidered brocade with silver fringe
armas, f
arms; weapons
todas armas, esto es silla, escopeta, espada y adarga (379; t)
all the arms, that is a saddle, musket, sword and shield
artesa, f
trough, kneading bowl
una artesa de amasar, en nada por quebrada (361; u)
a kneading bowl, (valued) at nothing as it is broken
asador, m
roasting spit of iron
112
un asador de carne (361; u)
a spit for roasting meat (to Francisco)
azad6n, m (365; t)
mattock; hoe
azucar, f
sugar
about 1
tres Iibras de azucar que se deben (375; p)
3 pounds of sugar which are owed (person caring for Juana)
azuela, f (356, 381; t)
adze
4
(1 to Juan)
balanza, f (365, 381; t)
scales; balance
2
(1 to Juan)
banca, f
bench
una cama de tablas, dos sillas y dos vancas (365; u)
a plank bed, 2 chairs and 2 benches (to Luisa)
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barrena, f (377; t)
gimlet; drill; auger
112
(in almario; Francisco)
bernegal, m (356; u)
scalloped-edge cup; bowl
(silver one; Luisa)
bombacha, f
loose trousers, fastened at bottom
una vonbacha negra also usada (365; f)
somewhat worn pair of black trousers (Luisa)
borrega, borrego, m, f
lamb
1
tener dicho Joseph Garcia ciento cinq(uen)ta quatro boregas con las cargas
y partidos que resa el extra(cto) judicial (360; a)
the said Joseph Garcia holds 154 she-lambs with the costs and profits
which the judicial extract states
botija, botijita, f
short-necked jug
2
una botija presta misma al padre y dise no parese (374; u)
a jug, the same lent to the priest, and he says it did not tum up
una botijita de china en nada por estar quebrada (377)
a small jug (of porcelain?) from China, worthless as it is broken
buey, m
ox (castrated bull)
25
de los buelles, uno mate pa belas pa los funerales (374; a)
one of the oxen killed (to pay) for vigils (or candles) for the funeral
services
bulto, m
bulk; religious sculpture
un San Pedro de alcantar de bulto ... a la yglesia de Sn Ildegonso (360;
r)

a sculpture of St. Peter of Alcantar ... at the church of San Ildefonso
burro, m
ass or donkey
40
un burro maestro que por no pintar mui bien (377; a)
a lead donkey which, for not being well-marked, (is worth ... )
caballeriza, f (360; s)
stable
(see casa)
caballo, m
horse
15 to 30
mi esposo Ie presento al dicho un caballo padre tordillo criIlo (360; a)
my husband gave said person a grizzled, local stallion
un caballo roziIlo; caballo alazan; dos caballos mansos (355, 356, 354)
a roan; a sorrel; 2 broken horses
cabeza, f
head of cattle
20 to 25
dos cabesas que pague al yndiollebe (374; a)
2 head of cattle, which were paid to the Indian who drove (them)
cabra, f
she-goat
veinte cabras escojidas y un chibo (366; a)
20 chosen she"goats and a he-kid
cadena, f
chain
una cadenita de plata de San BIas (364; f)
a little silver chain from San BIas (Luisa)
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caja, cajita, cajilIa, f
chest
una cagita de mechoacan (Michoacan) con su chapa y lIabe (see lIave; 365;
u)

a small Michoacan chest with its lockplate and key (Luisa)
otra cagita blanca con lIabe pintada de mechoacan (365)
another plain(?) painted chest from Michoacan with its key (Luisa)

cajuela, f
jewelry box; coffer
dos cajuelas de plata (365; u)
2 silver jewel boxes (Luisa)
caldereta, f
Mexican chocolate pot; kettle
una caldereta y un jaro (jarro) de batir (365; u)
a chocolate pot and a mixing jug (Luisa)
cama, f
bed
2
una cama de madera ... en que duermo es un colchon, una colcha, dos
sabanas y una frecada (see frezada; 361; f)
a wooden bed ... in which I sleep is (made up with) a mattress,
bedspread, 2 sheets and a blanket
camisa, f
shirt
una camisa de Bretana bordada de seda negra nueba (364; f)
a new shirt of Brittany linen embroidered in black silk (Luisa)
una camisa de Bretana cuarteada y perfilada con lantajuela
a new Brittany shirt, quartered(?) and outlined with spangles
campanilIa, f
hand bell
4
una campanilla consagrada que se toca en tenpestades (361; u)
a consecrated hand bell which is rung for storms (Francisco)
candado, m (365; t)
padlock
(Luisa)
candelero, m
candlestick
1
dos candeleros y espabiladeras de bronze (355; u)
2 candlesticks and snuffer-trimmers of bronze (1 for each son)
capotilIo, m
cape; short jacket
un capotillo de escarlata ya traido (364; f)
a scarlet cape, already worn (Luisa)
cargo, m
payment
6
se Ie hace cargo seis ps para pagan a la mujer que la cuida en la enfermedad
(378; c)

a payment of 6 pesos is made to the woman who cared for her
camero, m
sheep
dos cameros enteros; veinte cameros grandes (366; a)
2 uncastrated sheep; 20 grown sheep (Luisa)
carta de dote, f (354; c)
dowry (legal document)
carreta, carreton; f, m
cart; freight wagon
una careta y un careton aperados (361; t)
a fully equipped cart and freight wagon (cart to Juan)

2

4
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casa, f
house
with land, 1,150
la casa ... de beintre y quatro piesas con mas una caballeresa (360; s)
the house ... of 24 rooms, also with a stable
la casa guerta y tierras de labor cercadas con lateria de sabina (376)
the house, garden and tilled fields enclosed with fence of juniper logs
casco, m
cask; cask head; saddle-tree
6
un casco de barril (377; u)
a barrel (cast head only?; Francisco)
quatro cascos de echar bino (360)
4 casks for decanting wine
cavador, m
iron digging point
tres cabadores viejos y una coita (377; t)
3 old digging points and a small coa (see coa)
cazo, m
ladle; melting pan
6
un caso se Ie dio al padre (375; u)
a ladle which he gave to the priest (for funeral services)
un cazo remendado en 6 ps (377)
a mended pan at 6 pesos
cedazo, m
sieve or strainer
las ebillas di por misas y los sedazos tanbien (374; u)
he gave buckles and also sieves (to pay) for the masses
cera, f
beeswax; wax candle
cinco pesos de sebo y cera (379; p)
5 pesos worth of tallow and beeswax
cerrojo, m
bolt; door latch
un serojo llebo pr misas el padre Urquijo (375; u)
Father Urquijo took a door latch (to pay) for masses
cinta, f
ribbon; tape
cinco baras de sinta de raso doble y ancho (365; f)
5 varas of satin ribbon, double (thickness?) and wide (Luisa)
bara y media de sinta de media tela encamado (365)
1112 vara of ribbon of red, half (thick or wide?) cloth
Note: vara is a Spanish linear unit of about 85 ems.
coa, coita, f
Indian digging stick
una coa la desbarate pa conponer la cuchara (374; t)
a coa (point), broken in order to make the ladle (or trowel?)
coco, m
. coco-palm; coconut shell vessel
un coco de Amula guamecido em plata (365; u)
a coconut shell vessel from Amula, fitted with silver (Luisa)
coIeha,
bedspread; coverlet
8
una colcha . . . toda de lana (355; f)
an all-wool bedspread
una colcha nueba de toluca (365)
a new bedspread from Toluca (Luisa)
cochino, cochina, mlf (366; a)
hog; sow
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colchon, m
mattress
un colchon ... todo de lana (355; u)
an all-wool mattress
dos colchones de cotense (365)
2 mattresses of a coarse brown linen (Luisa)
cornal, m
metal cooking sheet
4
un comal de yero (see fierro; 361; u)
an iron cooking sheet (Juan's daughter)
corral, m
corral
3
dos corrales de latas de savina (378; s)
2 corrals of juniper branches
crla, f
suckling calf
vacas escogidas con diez crias (366; a)
selected cows with 10 nursing calves
112 to 2
cuchara, f
spoon; ladle; trowel
una cuchara de Plata vieja ... 112 (382; u)
an old silver spoon (Francisco)
una cuchara de cozina ... 2 (381)
a kitchen (large, iron?) spoon (Juan)
seis cucharas nuebas de Plata (365)
6 new silver spoons (Juana)
cuero, m
cow hide, raw or tanned
quatro queros de baca (361; p)
4 cow hides
cuera, f
military vest of layers of hide
una cuera nueba (365; f)
a new hide vest (Luisa)
cruz, f
cross
una cruz pa el pecho de plata sobredorada con sus piedras (365; r)
a gilded silver pectoral cross with its (gem?) stones (Luisa)
chapa, f (365; u)
lockplate
(see caja and escritorio)
chivo, m (366; a)
he-kid
(see cabra)
chocolate, m
chocolate
about 2 per pound
una libra de cho(cola)te y tres de azucar
5 ps (379; p)
a pound of chocolate and 3 of sugar
5 pesos
derecho, m
legal fee
6-60
(derechos) a cada testigo ... a cada hablaludor ... 6 (379; c)
for each witness . . . for each appraiser . . . 6
se Ie cargan los dros del testamento ... 25 (379)
fees charged for drawing up the testament ... 25
sesenta pesos derechos al Juez (379)
60 pesos (in) fees to the judge
diligencia, f (354; t)
documents of judicial proceeding
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efigie, f
effigy; image
dos efigies en anta pintada (360; r)
2 (religious) images painted on elk hide
entierro, m
burial; burial service fee
50
dos bacas partidas que di pr el entierro (374; c)
2 calved cows which he gave (to pay) for the burial
escopeta, f (379; t)
musket
(see armas)
escoplo, m
chisel
about 1
gurbia, escoplo y asador en quatro ps quatro rs (382; t)
a gauge, chisel and spit at 4 pesos 4 reales (Francisco)
escritorio, m
writing desk
dos escritorios de mechoacan pintados al olio con chapas y Babes (365; u)
2 writing desks from Michoacan, painted in oil colors, with lockplates
and keys (Luisa)
espabiladeras, f
candle snuffer-trimmer
espabiladera de bronze (355; u)
bronze (brass?) candle snuffer
espada, f (379; t)
sword
(see armas)
espejo, m (366; u)
mirror
(Luisa)
estampa, f
print(ed image)
cuatro estampas de papel (366; r)
4 prints on paper (Luisa)
estribo, m
stirrup
12
una (vaca) que en vida mi madre di pr unos estribos (374; t)
a cow which my mother, while alive, gave for a pair of stirrups (Juan)
faldil/as, f
short skirts
2
una faldillas husadas (377, 361; f)
a used short skirts
fanega, f
dry measure; land measure
about 2
dos fanegas de maiz de sembradura (366; p)
2 fanegas of corn for sowing (or land to sow it; Luisa)
un media fanega vieja (381; t)
a half-fanega size (grain) measure (Juan)
Note: a fanega is about 113 dry liters
fierro de herrar, m
branding iron
12
un fierro de herrar con registro (380; t)
a branding iron with (its proof of) registration (Juan)
frezada, f
blanket
5
una fresda todo de Lana (355; f)
an all-wool blanket
una fresada husada (377, 381)
a worn blanket (Juan, from Luisa)
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bridle

ganado menor, m
sheep and goats
dos cabesas de ganado menor di a los cantores (375; a)
he gave 2 head of (sheep?) to the singers (of funeral masses)

2

gargantil/a, f
necklace
una gargantilla de perlas rebuelta con corales y su relicario en medio (364;
r)

a reversible pearl and coral necklace with it reliquary (locket) in the
center (Luisa)

gasto en fa conduccion, m
moving costs
cinqta y un pesos de gastos en la conducion de los bienes del Rio puerco
en mozos y comida (379; c)
51 pesos for porters and food in costs for moving goods up from the
Rio Puerco
guante, m
glove
unos guantes de garapina (365; f)
a pair of gloves of scalloped lace (to Luisa)
gurbia, I (382; t)
(see escoplo)

gauge

2

Juibito, m
habit; costume of an organization
sea mi cuerpo amortajado can el abito de Nto Padre Sn Franco (360; f)
may my body be shrouded in the habit of (the lay Franciscan Third
Order of) Our Father, S1. Francis
IUlclUl, f (381, 382; t)
axe
(3-peso axe to Francisco, 4 to Juan)

3 and 4

hebilla, f
buckle
tres pares de hebillas de plata (364; f)
3 pairs of silver buckles (for shoes?; Luisa)
huacal, m (see suacal)

crate; Mexican hurdle-basket

huerta, f
garden; orchard
una guerta serada de adobe (360; s or p)
an orchard enclosed by adobe (walls)
imagen, f
image; representation (on hide)
(1 112)
dos imajenes pintadas en anta a tres ps (377; r)
2 (religious?) images painted on elk hide at 3 pesos (one to each son)
unas imagenes ... de bronze (375)
some images (sculptures?) ... in bronze (requested by Ursula Guillen)
instrumental, m
persons performing a legal service
los testigos de mis asistencia ciendo los ystrumentales (362)
the witnesses assisting me being the instrumentales
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inventorio, m
inventory (legal document)
concluidos estos ymbentarios y division de vienes hago remision de ellos
Sr Govor (383; t)
(having) concluded these inventories and the division of goods, I sent
them to the Governor
jarro, m
jug; pitcher; jar
un jaro de chocolate ... otro de beber agua (361; u)
a pitcher for making chocolate ... another for drinking water
dos jarros de guadalajara (365)
2 (ceramic) jugs from Guadalajara (Luisa)
Note: her dowry also records a "water pitcher of copper"
jeringa, f (382; u)
syringe; sausage stuffer
3
(Francisco)
licara, jicarita, f
gourd; cup
una jicarita de mechoacan (365; u)
a (lacquered?, chocolate?) gourd cup from Michoacan (Luisa)
lamina, f
sheet with image
una lamina en bidriera (366; r)
an image framed under glass (Luisa)'
lantejuela, f (364; f)
spangle; sequin
(see camisa)
limosna, f
alms; offering to church
la limosna de doze misas resadas las nueve con responsos (369; c)
an offering for 12 recited masses; nine with responses
lizo, m
heddle; warp thread
unos lizos y peine em viente cinco ps (381; t)
heddles and a loom comb at 25 pesos (Juan)
llave, f
key
nuebe puertas mas ai quatro con lIabe (360; t)
9 doors, moreover 4 have a key (see caja, escritiorio)
macho, m
he-mule
10 to 30
un macho manso; un macho de ano (377; a)
a broken he-mule; a yearling he-mule
malz, m (366; p)
(see fanega)
mano, f
upper grinding stone; pestle
about 1/4
tres metates con sus manos 1 peso (378; t)
three sets of grind stones 1 peso
Note: also see almirez and metate, 361
mantel, m
tablecloth
about 1
unos manteles dos ps (377; f)
several tablecloths 2 pesos
mantellina, f
cape; mantle
una mantellina nueba de tisu de China con sintilla de plata (364; f)
a new cape of Chinese silk with narrow silver tape (Luisa)
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manto, m
cloak
un manto nuebo con sus puntas labrada (364; f)
a new cloak with worked comers (embroidered edges?; Luisa)
marco, m (365; u)
(see angel)

picture frame

martillo, m (379; t)

hammer

medalla, f
religious medal
dos medallas grandes de plata; dos rosarios ... con cuatro me(da)llas de
plata (364; r)
2 large silver medals; 2 rosaries ... with 4 silver medals (Luisa)
media, f
stocking
unas medias en seda usada en dos pesos (377; f)
some worn silk stockings at 2 pesos
unas medias en seda nuebas (364)
some new silk stockings (Luisa)
mesa, f
una mesa grande (365; u)
a large table (Luisa)

table

metate, m
lower grinding stone
tres metates con sus manos (361; also 378; t)
3 sets of grinding stones
misa, f
mass (religious service)
pr bien de mi alma tres nobenarios de misas todos cantados (361; c)
for my soul's repose, 3 novenaries of masses, all (to be) sung
mandas forzosas, f (359; c)
required donations
(see transcription-translation of first page of will)

6

montera, f
cloth cap
una montera con plumas (364; f)
. a cloth cap with feathers (Luisa)
mortaja, f
shroud; winding sheet
la otra mula la di pr la mortaja (374; f)
he gave the other she-mule (to pay) for the shroud
mula, f
she-mule
una mula cerrera de dos 0 tres a(no)s en viente ps (377; a)
a broken, 2- or 3-year-old she-mule at 20 pesos
una mua!, de ano en doze ps (377)
a year-old she-mule at 12 pesos

12-20

naguas, f
(under-)petticoat
4
dos pares de Naguas de Zarga vieja a ocho ps (377; also 355; f)
2 sets of old silk serge under-petticoats
unas naguas de sarga azul nuebas; unas ... Blancas labradas de azul (364)
a new blue serge petticoat; a white (one) embroidered in blue (Luisa)
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pot; kettle
una olla de cobre rota (377; u)
a broken copper pot (Francisco)
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oveja, f

ewe
ciento treinta y una obejas de bientre (377; a)
131 breeding ewes

pano, m (364, 365; f)

cloth; textile; fabric
un pano de tela negro con su fleco y sintillo de oro, es de reboso
a black woven cloth with its gold fringe and edging is for a rebozo
un pano de cabeza negro de oro y plata y seda, nuebo
a new black headcloth (scarf?) of gold, silver and silk
un pano Blanco de cambray con sus esquinas de oro y seda encages finos
a white cloth· of cambric with its comers of gold and fine silk lace
un pano de encages grandes que llaman [vida mia I algo traido
a somewhat worn cloth of lace called "my life" (gros point?) (all to
Luisa)

papel, m

paper; legal documents (354)
en el presente papel comun pr no corer el sellado en este Reino (362; t)
on ordinary paper as stamped paper which is unavailable in this
kingdom

peine, m (381; t)
(see lizo)
peso, m

loom comb, reed; weaver's card

Spanish monetary unit
un peso de especie (375; c)
a peso in species (n~t in goods, but actual coinage)

1

petaca, f

leather traveling trunk
una petaca grande con sus gi~rros, chapa y llabe (365; u)
a large trunk with its iron (bands), lock and key (Luisa)

peticion, f (353; t)
plato, m

petition (legal document)

plate; saucer
un bernegal con su plato de metal del principe (365; u)
a bowl with its plate of the sovereign's metal (silver?; Luisa)
quatro platos, tres de Puebla y uno fino (355)
4 plates, 3 from Puebla and a procelain one

1

pollera, f

skirt; hooped petticoat
una pollera de Brocato Amusgo con frarija de p(la)ta (364; f)
a brown brocade skirt with silver fringe (Luisa)

pollino, m

unbroken ass
el caballo padre y el pollino (373; a)
the stallion and unbroken ass

potranca, f

filly; young mare
doze potrillos y potranca de nazenzia (354, 376; a)
12 colts and a recently foaled filly

3
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potro, potrillo, m
colt
6
dos potros de ano (376; a)
a yearling
seis potrillos ... de aver los matado los lobos (373)
(owed) 6 colts " . due to the wolves having killed them
pozuelo, m
saucer; small bowl
1
dos tazas y dos pozuelos de China (380, 355; u)
2 cups and 2 saucers from China
puerta, f (360; s)
door
pulsera, f
bracelet
unas pulseras de corales y cuentas verdes (364; f)
some bracelets of coral and green beads (Luisa)
punta de arado, f
iron plowshare
112
dos puntas de arado mui chicas (377; t)
2 very small plowshares
rancho, m
ranch
un rancho en la canada con dos cuartos y guerta y dos fanegas de maiz
de sembradure (366; s)
the ranch house at (Santa Cruz de) la Canada with two rooms, a garden
and (enough land) for sowing two fanegas of corn (Luisa)
raso, m
satin
una pollera de rasso negra con franga de Plata nuena (364; f)
a new black satin skirt with silver fringe (Luisa)
rebozo, m (364; f)
Mexican woman's shawl
recibo, m (354, 369; t)
receipt (legal document)
reja, f (366; t)
plowshare
relicario, m
reliquary locket
8
tres relicarios de plata y uno con cera de Agnus (364; r)
three silver reliquary lockets, one with a wax (impression) of the Lamb
(of God emblem; Luisa)
res, f
head of cattle
beinte y una res de toda edades (360; a)
21 head of cattle of all ages
rosario, m
rosary
un rosario de corales gordos (364; r)
a rosary of large coral beads (Luisa)
dos rosarios engarzados (emparrados?) en plata cada uno con cuatro
me(da)llas de plata (364)
2 silver, linked rosaries, each with 4 silver medallions (Luisa)
sabana, f
bed sheet
1112
una sabana de lana en doze r(ale)s (381; f)
a woolen bed sheet at 12 reales
dos pares de sabanas de Ruan, las unas nuebas (365)
2 sets of Rouen linen sheets, some new (to Luisa)
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salero, m
saltcellar
un salero de la puebla (365; u)
... a (ceramic?) saltcellar from PuebIa (Luisa)
salvilla, f
tray; salver
112 to 1
una salbilla de Barro 4 rs (377; u)
a tray of (fired) earth(enware) 4 reales (Francisco; a similar tray valued
at 1 peso went to Juan, 380)
una salbilla de guadalajara (361)
a (ceramic?) tray from Guadalajara
santo, m
saint; religious image
algunos bienes como son santos, cajas y ontra prendas (361; r)
some goods such as religious images, chests and other gifts
un S(an)to Xpto de Un geme de Vronze con sus casquillos de plata (366)
a Blessed Christ (crucifix) of bronze, a jeme high, with its silver terminals (jeme is distance from extended forefinger to thumb; Luisa)
Note: for other santos see anta, imagen, and lamina.
sarga, f (377; f)
serge; twill or painted fabric
(see nagua)
sebo, m (379, p)
tallow; fat
(see cera)
servilleta, f (361; f)
table napkin
sierra, f (377; t)
saw
1
(one to each son)
silla, f
chair; saddle
una mula mansa de rienda qe se vendio por una cilIa (357, 365; u)
a riding mule which was sold for a saddle (too costly to be a chair)
sombrero, el
hat
un sombrero con plumas (364; f)
a plumed hat (Luisa)
suacal (see huacal)
seis suacales y un tecomate (365; t)
six pack baskets(?) and a canteen (Luisa)
tapapies, m
long silken skirt
un tapies de grasia nuebo con su franja de plata (364; f)
a new skirt (for nothing?), with its silver fringe (Luisa) (Luisa also
received "a worn plain red skirt and green skirt," 364)
taza, f
cup
about 1
seis tasas de la Puebla; tres tasas calderas de China (365; u)
6 cups from Puebla; 3 (warming?) cups from China (Luisa)
.
tres tasas de chocolate de China (366)
3 cups for chocolate from China (also see pozuelo)
Note: fIde China" probably refers to oriental porcelain.
tecomate, m
gourd; canteen
un tecomate negro de Cirian (365; u)
a black gourd from Cirian (Mexican town?; Luisa)
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tembladera, f
bowl; thin-walled cup of glass or metal
una tembladera de Plata y seis cucharas (365; u)
a silver bowl and 6 spoons (Luisa)
tenazas, f (379; u)
tongs; pliers; nippers
tenera, f (378; a)
female calf
6
testamento, m (354, 362; t)
last will and testament (legal document)
tibor, m
large jar; chamberpot
un tibor de china y un espejo (366; u)
a jar from China and a mirror (Luisa)
112 per vara
tierra, f
land
tre cientas baras de tierra de labor y riaza (378; 1)
... 300 varas (width) of planting fields and pasture land
about 112
scissors; shears
tijeras, f
unas tijeras arrieras (377; t)
a pair of muleteer's(?) shears
unas ticeras de despabilar ... una cortar (arieras?) (361)
a pair of candle trimmers ... a pair (to cut packing leather?)
dos ps de tigeras de costura (366)
two pairs of sewing scissors (Luisa)
tinajita, f
small water jar
una tinagita de guadalajara (365; u)
a water jar from Guadalajara (Luisa)
toro, torete, m (376; a)
bull; bullock
12
trigo, el
wheat
pr dosfanegas de trigo debo quatro cabezas (de ganado menor) (375; p)
... for four head (of sheep) lowe two fanegas of wheat
tumbaga, f (see aniI/o; 364; f)
cheap finger ring of copper alloy
vaea, f
cow
20 to 25
otra (vaca) ... pr los ynditos (374; a)
another cow ... for the young Indians (for their services at funeral)
de los bacas, una mate pa sebo a las honras y cabo de ano (374)
of the cows, one was killed for tallow (for candles) for the obsequies
and anniversary mass (also see entierro and estribo)
vase
vaso, m
un baso de medecina (361; u)
a medicine vase
vela, f
vigil; candle
a josph fresquis e le debe un borego pr una bela de resa (375; u)
he owes a lamb to Joseph Fresquis for a prayed vigil (also see algodon)
vel/on, m
fleece
1/4
noventa vellones de lana de las medi(an)as del ganado (356; p)
90 wool fleeces from mid-size flock (half to each son)
vidriera, f (366; u)
glass cover
(see lamina)
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vidria, m
drinking glass
un bidro de beber agua y otro pequeno (365; u)
a glass for drinking water, and another small glass (Luisa)
yegua, f
mare
12
dies y nuebe yeguas de vientre (367; a)
19 breed mares
yunque, m (357; t)
anvil
(see almadeneta)
zapata, zapatilla, m, f
shoe
zapatos de talon (365; f)
shoes with heels (Luisa)
dose pares de zapatillas (364)
12 pairs of small shoes (Luisa)
zarcilla, m
drop earring
unos zarcillos de oro com perlas gordas y menudas, ... de Plata cn perlas
y corales ... con corales y piedras de christal (364, 365; f)
a pair of drop earrings of gold with large and small pearls, . . . of
silver with pearls and coral beads, ... with coral beads and flint glass
stones (all to Luisa)

Calvin P. Horn Lectures
in Western History and Culture
1990 Series
Gerald D. Nash
University of New Mexico's
Presidential Professor of History
September 30
3:30 p.m.
"The West as Frontier, 1890-1990"

October 1
7:00 p.m.
"The West as Region, 1890-1990"

October 2
7:00 p.m.
'The West as Urban Civilization, 1890-1990"

October 3
3:30 p.m.
"The West as Myth and Utopia, 1890-1990"
All lectures take place in Anthropology 163

These lectures are the sixth in a series funded by Calvin P. Horn, businessman, author, and former regent of the University of New Mexico. The lectures will provide the foundation for a book to be published next spring by
UNM Press. The Horn Lectures are cosponsored by the Department of
History, the Graduate School, and the University of New Mexico Press.
Volumes in the Calvin P. Horn Lecture Series available from UNM Press
include Myth and the History of the Hispanic Southwest by David J. Weber,
Four Fighters of Lincoln County by Robert M. Utley, and Chicano Politics
by Juan Gomez-Quinones.
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Heartland of the Spanish Frontier:
A Review Essay
THOMAS E. CHAvEZ

No greater testimonial can be made to the fact that Spanish borderlands, southwestern, or even western history includes northern Mexico
than this history of Nueva Vizcaya. 1 From its earliest explorations and
subsequent settlements in the sixteenth century until Mexican independence in 1821, Nueva Vizcaya was the "heartland" of New Spain's
northern frontier. A person unfamiliar with borderlands history can
appreciate the significance of Nueva Vizcaya if the province is viewed
in the way that the state of Missouri has been in the narrative of western
migration of the United States. Like Missouri, Nueva Vizcaya became
a "gateway" to the unchartered beyond, in this case the north, which
for centuries was New Spain's frontier. All of the immigrants, explorers, missionaries, with their laws, customs, and attitudes traversed
through or began in Nueva Vizcaya. Just as the Santa Fe Trail later
connected Missouri to New Mexico, the Chihuahua Trail or Camino
Thomas E. Chavez is a specialist in borderlands history and past recipient of a
Fulbright Research Fellowship to Spain. He is the director of the Palace of the Governors
(history department of the Museum of New Mexico), Santa Fe. Recently Dr. Chavez has
published two books, Conflict and Acculturation, Manuel Alvarez's 1842 Memorial (1988) and
Manuel Alvarez, 1794-1856 A Southwestern Biography (1990).
1. Nueva Vizcaya: Heartland of the Spanish Frontier by Oakah L. Jones, Jr. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1988. xx + 342 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendix,
notes, bibliography, index. $32.50.)
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Oakah Jones is professor of
history in Purdue University
and the author of numerous
books on the borderlands.

Real earlier connected Nueva Vizcaya to the same land. Other longer
roads connected more distant places such as La Pimeria Alta (northern
Sonora and southern Arizona), Texas, and, very late chronologically,
to the newly founded Alta California.
By Mexican independence, Nueva Vizcaya was larger than many
Latin American countries. Varying in size and slightly different in its
civil and ecclesiastical boundaries, the province eventually lost its name
and was divided into the present Mexican states of Chihuahua and
Durango. Because of its location and size in north-central Mexico, its
history is a study of the frontier.
This book is the first general history of Nueva Vizcaya written in
English. Other historians on both sides of the border have written
about various aspects or personalities of Nueva Vizcaya's historical
experience. Hubert Howe Bancroft researched and wrote about Nueva
Vizcaya in separate chapters in his two volume study entitled History
of North Mexican States and Texas published in the 1880s. Subsequent
research has dated his important beginning effort. A number of later
books focused on various regions of the province. Jose Ignacio Gallegos'
two books, Historia de Durango, 1563-1910 and Durango Colonial, 15631821, are major contributions to the study of the southern part of the
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province and the city of Durango. Atanasio G. Saravia also focused his
effort upon Durango in his Apuntes para la historia de la Nueva Vizcaya.
Other books like Francisco R. Almada's Resumen de historia del estado de
estado de Chihuahua and Florence C. Lister and Robert A. Lister's Chihuahua: Storehouse of Storms emphasize the history of the province's
most famous northern city. All these works provide invaluable information but, like most regional histories, a larger context is needed for
better comprehension. This is especially so for Nueva Vizcaya because
of its crucial importance to the exploration and settlement of the rest
of the northern frontier.
A useful and rare resource of Nueva Vizcaya's administrative problems with Indians and the intricacies of maintaining a proper military
force is Charles W. Hackett's Historical Documents Relating to New Mexico,
Nueva Vizcaya, and Approaches Thereto, to 1773. The scarcity of this three,
volume compilation and translation of documents published from 1923
to 1937 almost renders it inaccessible. Its use is limited, too, because
it is not a narrative history for the casual reader but a compilation of
documents through which the reader must comb to gather information
about Nueva Vizcaya. Another limitation of Hackett's work is that the
focus of the book finishes, as the title indicates, half a century before
Spanish authority ended. More significantly, the book concludes before
any consideration can be given to the Bourbon Reforms which reorganized the whole northern frontier and had a significant impact on
Nueva Vizcaya.
Among the more recent contributions to Nueva Vizcaya's historiography, Peter Gerhard's 1981 history entitled The Northern Frontier
of New Spain is the best. Although Gerhard wrote an overview of the
whole northern frontier, he devoted a very lucid and encompassing
eighty pages to Nueva Vizcaya. Thereader will receive a good introduction to the province's government, social systems, demographics,
religious affairs, and historical sources. Gerhard's contribution, based
on primary and secondary sources, is a perfect primer for Oakah Jones'
book. The reader also might want to thumb through John Francis Bannon's general text, The Spanish Borderlands Frontier, 1513-1821, published in 1970, which touches upon Nueva Vizcaya in various chapters.
Some more recent publications, like their predecessors, shed more
light on particular aspects of Nueva Vizcaya. Historian Alfred B. Thomas
has written two books that are pertinent to the topic. His earlier work,
Teodoro de Croix and the Northern Frontier of New Spain, 1776-1783, essentially fills in where Hackett's compilation ended. Thomas'second
book entitled Tierra Adentro: Settlement and Society in Colonial Durango
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(1982) improves upon Gallegos' publications but still is limited geographically. A number of Mexican historians have mirrored their North
American counterparts by writing about aspects limited to particular
communities, topics, or periods of time. Only one Spanish historian
has written about Nueva Vizcaya and the rest of the frontier provinces.
Luis Navarro Garcia published his monumental work entitled Don Jose
de Galvez y la comandancia general de las provinces internas del norte de
Nueva Espana in 1964. Although Navarro's book is impressive and based
on primary sources available in Spain, he concentrated on a history of
northern New Spain during the last half of the eighteenth century.
In an excellent preface and bibliography, Professor Jones delves
into greater detail about the many historians who have contributed to
the body of knowledge that as a whole, begins to focus a good picture
of what surely was New Spain's most valuable frontier possession .
.After reading this history of Nueva Vizcaya the reader will enjoy reading Philip Wayne Powell's classic Mexico's Miguel Caldera: The Taming of
Amerim's First Frontier (1548-1597) that loosely uses a biographical sketch
to convey an early history of the northern frontier. The book reads like
a novel and is even more informative in light of Jones' book.
Significantly, a major contribution of this book is that it forces
readers of English to look at an American Southwest including the
northern half of present-day Mexico. The reader also must look at the
area from the south to the north. Both of these poignant facts are
accomplishments worth noting, for most borderlands histories still fall
short in properly creating this perspective. The histories give the correct facts but usually convey a north to south perspective. Without
directly making the point, the author subtly and firmly affixes this
correct historical interpretation in the mind of the reader. The author's
accomplishment is as much an artistic achievement in the use of his
writing as a technical success in the discipline of his profession. Armed
with the basic knowledge of these two obvious, but overlooked, precepts, perhaps borderlands history will take on more significance than
a story of relative facts about which Europeans initially explored and
settled, or had the first Thanksgiving (as was recently and wonderfully
commemorated in EI Paso) in the present-day United States. With a
proper perspective maybe our countries' respective politicians and citizens will not be so surprised over the "recent" phenomena of northward migration into the southwestern United States from northern
Mexico.
Ironically, the timing of this publication is opportune, for the recent
publication of Hispanic Arizona, 1536-1856 by James Officer chronicles
the settlement and history of Pimeria Alta, the impetus of which came
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from Nueva Vizcaya. This book and Jones' tome are perfect companions
and, as such, should indicate to all people interested in the history of
borderlands that all these areas with their local geographical identities
are important pieces to the puzzle of the history of the southwestern
United States and northern Mexico.
Officer notes that once historians and their readers cut through all
the "nonsense" of ancient cities, golden missions, lost treasure, and
the common stereotypes indiscriminantly passed from region to region, the fact that each of the regions along the international border
has a "distinct" history that has given it a flavor all its own will become
obvious. All the distinct regions are parts that make up the whole
picture. Nueva Vizcaya is a common denominator. Officer's book clearly
demonstrates the facts of distinctness and historical connections. This
message is especially obvious when the work of Jones and Officer are
considered together.
An additional facet to Jones' study of Nueva Vizcaya is its role in
establishing frontier communities within and beyond its borders. Only
after this early frontier region's southern part became somewhat settled
did the northern communities like Santa Barbara (1567), Parral (1631),
and Chihuahua (1709) become established. Then places like New Mexico, Sonora, the northern part of which became Arizona, and Sinaloa
received attention. The early settlement of New Mexico (1598) predated
the many northern Nueva Vizcaya communities. Indeed, Nueva Vizcaya, for a majority of its history, proved to be a place where a person
became acclimated to frontier living before moving beyond the region.
Natural wealth was the motive for settling in Nueva Vizcaya. The
story of northern Mexico's mining frontier is closely attached to Indian
relations. Discoveries of silver resulted in instant communities which,
in turn, precipitated local Indian resistance. Among many themes, the
history of Indian relations is most poignant, for the author is meticulous
in differentiating between Indian groups while delineating when, why,
and how Spanish authorities reacted to various forms of Indian responses to the new European culture.
For a couple of reasons, the eighteenth century is emphasized.
First, many eyewitness descriptions of the province are available. Probably the most important account is a detailed two volume description
of the overall viceroyalty of New Spain. Book six of the second volume
is devoted to the "settlements, presidios, and missions" of the Bishopric
of Durango. Prepared by Jose Antonio de Villasenor y Sanchez in 1742,
this now very rare' set of books entitled Teatro Americano: Descripcion
General de los Reynos y Provincias de la Nueva Espana y sus Jurisdiciones is
the primary source for Nueva Vizcaya in the first half of the eighteenth
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century. This is especially important because of the proliferation of
inspections and subsequent accounts when the church and state became more interested in the northern frontier in the last half of the
century.
Because of Spain's King Carlos Ill's noteworthy reforms, a lot of
research has been done on the northern frontier during his reign. His
reforms included secularization of the church that culminated with
expulsion of the Jesuit missionaries in 1767, the inspection and realignment of the frontier system under the reglamento of 1772 and, finally,
the creation of the Commandancy General of the Internal Provinces of
the North in 1776. This last reform organized the whole northern frontier into an intendency system that circumvented the Viceroy's authority. Jose de Galvez, the subject of Navarro's work, was the King's
primary mover of these reforms.
Nueva Vizcaya became, as the first commandant general Teodoro
de Croix called the province, "the mother and center" of the Internal
Provinces. With direct access to Spain, the continued subversion of
church to state, and Spain's concern fora northern defense, the old
province received unprecedented attention and an infusion of money.
The southern settlements of the "Intendancy" had stabilized, while the
northern districts still qualified as frontier communities. Apache depredations were a big problem, perhaps surpassed only by distance
and harsh climate. Reflecting these internal differences, this "heartland" became a transition area between the older settled regions to the
south and the remote untamed north.
This book delves into demographics and the social milieu of the
people who lived in Nueva Vizcaya. Agriculture in the south and mining in the north are described. While desirable, a more detailed look
at society as it evolved through the years would have made this book
too extensive. Perhaps another tome is in process, begun in effect by
the current book. An excellent contribution on mining is Peter J. Bakewell's Silver Mining and Society in Colonial Mexico-Zacatecas, 1546-1700
published in 1971. Clearly, like many histories that "lead the way,"
several new avenues for further research have become obvious and
that, in itself, is a contribution.
Throughout almost three centuries of existence under Spanish
administration, Nueva Vizcaya served as the basis or "leading edge"
of further Spanish frontier expansion and experience. To study and
know the colonial history of Nueva Vizcaya is to have an improved
comprehension of Spain's extensive northern frontier of New Spain
and this understanding is integral for a complete view of North American history. In this sense, the work of historians like Oakah Jones will
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someday force "American" historians to grasp the reality that borderlands history is an important part of United States history.
Maps, strategically placed at the front of the book and a chronological chart in the back, help keep the reader focused. The footnotes
supplement the text with good explanations as well as documentation.
Indeed, the research is impressive and hints that there is more to come.
Some printing problems are minor nuisances which are easily overlooked.
A better explanation of the ongoing jurisdictional dispute of Nombre
de Dios would have pleased this reviewer. The site was originally
settled and administered as a Franciscan mission from the neighboring
"kingdom" of Nueva Galicia. The subsequent villa was established from
Nueva Vizcaya by Francisco de Ibarra in 1563. A debate over which
province should administer the town flared up. To settle the matter,
the viceroy took over the administration of Nombre de Dios in 1569
and directly ruled the community until the eighteenth century when
it was given to Nueva Vizcaya. The jurisdictional dispute is curious,
for the community was the focal point of administrative confrontations
for most of the colonial period.
Good historians will pique the curiosity of their audiences. Oakah
Jones' book successfully entices the reader to look for more information.
The case of Nombre de Dios is one of many instances where the author
whets the reader's appetite for more. This fr~sh look at an important
topic is a major contribution to North American history and cannot be
overlooked.

•

storza
6' Empire

James P. 'J\r!.nda
The first modern account and assessment of John Jacob Astor's
fur-trading enterprise. Richly detailed, this reconstruction of AstOria's
daily life, teems with Indians of many tribes and an international cast of
traders, naval officers, diplomats, and rogues.
$25.00

Nebraska
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Peopling the American Frontier:
A Review Essay
ROBERT M. UTLEY

Dan L. Thrapp shares with me an affinity for biography. He appreciates
that the past is the record of human experience, however impersonal
the determining forces that flow from it. To understand history, we
must understand the people who made history. As biographer's credentials, Thrapp can point to excellent portrayals of Scout Al Sieber
and the Apache chief Victorio. l Now he dramatizes his dedication to
biography with a vengeance-a three-volume encyclopedia of frontier
biography containing data on men and women notable in the history
of the American frontier. 2
If not heralding a resurgence in frontier biography, Thrapp's encyclopedia may at least help fill a widening gap until the field is once
again respectable. It seems not to have been much in fashion in recent
Former chief historian of the National Park Service, Robert M. Utley has written
more than a dozen books. His biographies are Cavalier in Buckskin: George Armstrong
Custer and the Western Military Frontier (1988), Billy the Kid: A Short and Violent Life (1989),
and a study of the Sioux chief Sitting Bull now in progress.
1. Dan L. Thrapp, Al Sieber: Chief of Scouts (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1964). Dan L. Thrapp, Victoria and the Mimbres Apaches (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1974). Other noteworthy books are The Conquest of Apacheria (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1967); and General Crook and the Sierra Madre Adventure (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1972).
2. Encyclopedia of Frontier Biography. By Dan L. Thrapp. (Glendale, California: Arthur
H. Clark Co., 1988. 3 vols., 1698 pp. Bibliographical references, index, $175.)
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Dan L. Thrapp, career journalist and author of a series
of books on southwestern history widely regarded as standard, for many years was a
writer and editor for the Los
Angeles Times. Today he lives
in Tucson and devotes himself full time to writing history.

years. Aside from the scarcity of good biographies, too many of the
current crop of historians seem unaware that people are more than
mere names.
Academe is drowning historic individuals in statistical categories.
New and challenging fields of inquiry distract attention from people
as people rather than as statistics. Scholars probe anonymous groups-women, children, families, racial and ethnic minorities--and seek out
the patterns and trends that reward quantification. In all their vibrant
experience, achievement, and failure, people fall casualty to forces and
meanings that illumine the past.
Alone, forces and meanings also deaden the past. For historians
whose ambition goes no further than speaking in arcane tongue to
other historians, dead history is acceptable and indeed a treasure to
be shared by only a small fraternity of initiates. For those who would
understand history in real-life terms, however, the world of yesterday
must be no less full of people than the world of today. People still
afford the clearest window on the world of yesterday.
The two approaches are not incompatible-indeed, should be combined. The broad themes of history, the findings and insights developed by new methods of history, are best grasped when personalized,
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when captured in the experiences of people with names and distinct
personalities. Yet biography is often patronized as the domain of popularizers, unworthy of respect in seminar and library.
Earlier generations of historians held biography in higher regard.
Library shelves are full of the lives of significant frontier personalities
published in the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s. There have not been many
since.
There should be, not only for inherent interest but to breath life
into impersonal discourses. History worth reading should introduce
every major new name with some identifying characteristics of personality or appearance that establish a persona in the reader's mind.
Yet page after page of supposedly respectable history is littered with
faceless, characterless names.
Because of recent neglect, the field of biography is open. As each
generation brings different interpretations to the past, so each reinterprets the leading playersin past events and movements. Old sources
deserve a new look. New sources become available. New explanations
of theme and context emerge from monographic study. Even figures
with good biographies from an earlier time merit updated research,
narrative, and interpretation.
My own experience with biography has been instructive, and great
fun as well. With General Custer, Billy the Kid, and Sitting Bull, I
discovered new sources, old sources that had not been sufficiently
exploited or properly interpreted in earlier works, and challenges in
establishing chronology, context, and texture that my predecessors had
not, at least in my judgment, fully met. Each of the three subjects is
inherently arresting as a person. Each has something to contribute to
understanding of the broad themes in which he figured. Each has found
many biographers in the past century, although none that I regard as
adequate. Each rates a modern look, as he will doubtless rate another
look by the next generation.
Biography is not easy. It requires an understanding of human
motivations, behavior, and relationships that comes not only from
study, but from personal experience. The older and more mature the
biographer, the more experience with people and self can be summoned to the task. At sixty I see many shadings of gray that at thirty
would have polarized into blacks and whites. Even so, the young
historian should not be daunted by the challenge. Some excellent biographies have grown out of doctoral dissertations, and the need in
the frontier field is great.
Dan Thrapp has not only spotlighted people as historical determinants but given historians of the frontier a priceless reference tool.
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From Arizona pioneer Sam Aaron to Acoma chieftain Zutacapan, 4,500
men and women of the frontier march across 1,700 pages of these three
volumes. They are not solely of the Trans-Mississippi West but follow
the frontier from Atlantic to Pacific. Spot checks of entries of my acquaintance reveal a high level of accuracy. Some sketches are long,
some short. All carry bibliographic references. A good index facilitates
finding.
Comprehensive best describes this work. Unlike most encyclopedias, it was not a collaborative project but the lifetime undertaking
of one man. There are thus more likely to be quibbles over selection
and emphasis than had a committee of specialists decided who to
include. Such complaints pale beside the sheer magnitude of the undertaking. In this vast comprehensiveness, one is more likely than not
to find the name sought.
Dan Thrapp deserves nothing but applause for this monumental
work. It belongs on every library shelf and at the elbow of every worker
in the frontier vineyard. It will help to connect names to people. Perhaps it will even remind us that behind every name resides a distinctive, interesting person.

Book Reviews

Prehistoric New Mexico: Background for Survey. By David E. Stuart and Rory P.
Gauthier. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988. xii + 459 pp.
Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, notes, bibliography. $19.95 paper.)
This volume is a general review of the archaeological record of the state
of New Mexico up through the 1970s. It was originally intended as a tool for
guiding preservation-related archaeological research and assessing the "significance" of prehistoric resources in the state. It should be mentioned at the
outset that this is not a revised edition, but a reprint of the original 1980 volume.
This fact is significant in that there have been major advances in theory and
substantial new empirical findings in the past decade. Recognizing that the
volume is a little out-of-date, it nevertheless stands as a fine, if somewhat
idiosyncratic, overview of New Mexico prehistory.
The authors start the volume with an attempt to provide a theoretical
foundation for reviewing the evolution of culture in the past. They acknowledge that taking a theoretical position will necessarily exclude some kinds of
research and other positions, but correctly argue that it is impossible to review
and synthesize a large archaeological data base in a theoretical vacuum.
Following the theory section is an overview of five major subregions in
the state: northwestern, west-central, southwestern, southeastern and northeastern/central. In each area they give a synthesis of what is known about the
prehistoric sequence of occupation, from Paleo-Indian times to the time of first
contact with Europeans. They list and briefly discuss the significant sites that
are on the State and National Registers of Historic Places. Then for each area
they review primary outstanding gaps in the existing archaeological data base,
369
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areas in serious need of new survey, and key anthropological problems that
can and should be addressed at the local or regional level.
The final portions of the volume are devoted to pragmatic issues relating
to placing sites on the National Register, reviewing contract surveys, survey
priorities for the future, and a summary of the important problems needing
to be addressed in each prehistoric era in New Mexico.
The strength of this volume lies in the heroic job the authors have done
in bringing together a tremendous body of data from diverse sources to present
a coherent overview of the rich archaeological resources of the different parts
of the state. This is not a book to pick up for a comprehensive summary of
current research and theory on New Mexico prehistory. It does provide, however, a good foundation for placing small-scale archaeological surveys into
broader temporal and regional perspectives.
Jonathan Haas
Field Museum, Chicago

Pecos, Gateway to Pueblos & Plains: The Anthology. Edited by John V. Bezyand
Joseph P. Sanchez. (Tucson: Southwest Parks and Monuments Association,
1988. 142 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $32.95 cloth, $19.95 paper.)
What more can be said about Pecos beyond John Kessell's monumental
Kiva, Cross, and Crown? This compilation both augments and departs from the
former. First, the chronology, unlike its counterpart, predates 1540. One-third
of the publication details the geologic and prehistoric development of the Pecos
River Valley before Spanish contact.
In a departure from Kessell's treatment, this work, the combined efforts
of other well known scholars, is aimed at the general reader. In keeping with
its popular appeal, the text contains no copious footnotes or extensive bibliography. Yet the list of contributors reads like a Who's Who among academicians and experts on the American Southwest. Endorsed by the Secretary
of the Interior, this volume is designed to increase public awareness about one
of the West's most alluring historical sites. If accurate, readable history was
their goal, the editors, and the authors whose essays flowed evenly one to the
other, are to be commended.
From the beginning, Pecos, situated near a natural geologic cleavage passing through the Rocky Mountains to the Great Plains, was a cultural crossroads.
From the first Paleo-Indian habitation through European, Mexican, and American settlement, cultures interacted harmoniously and discordantly throughout
the epic history of Pecos. Symbolically, Franciscan friars were the first to view
the Glorieta-Pecos corridor as the ideal phYSical setting for cross-cultural integration. In later years, Chihuahuan traders, Confederate expansionists, and
American railroad engineers acknowledged the economic, strategic, and geographic importance of the area. More recently, its archeological and historical
significance enabled Pecos to become one of the components of the National
Parks System. This anthology chronicles a sequence of episodes from the dawn
of man to the present century.
No publication escapes criticism, however minor. Was Pecos abandoned
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by 1838 as Simmons and Gunnerson indicate, or not until 1840 as Schroeder
suggested? Such discrepancies are usually avoided through closer editorial
scrutiny. Furthermore, a biographical sketch of each contributor would have
enhanced the credibility of the essays in the absence of formal documentation.
Overall, the presentation is informative, the illustrations engaging, and
the text enjoyable. The book is a fitting tribute to one of our national treasures
whose historical and cultural influences have clearly endured the test of time.
Art Gomez
National Park Seroice, San Antonio

The National Park Seroice 1963 Historic Sites Suroey: Santa Fe Trail. By William E.
Brown. (St. Louis: Patrice Press, 1988. xii + 221 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $17.95.)
In 1963 the National Park Service completed a careful study of the Santa
Fe Trail. William E. Brown was the coordinating historian of the study with
major contributions made by Ray H. Mattison, Roy E. Appleman, and Robert
M. Utley. The National Park Service then produced 100 mimeographed copies
of the study for limited distribution.
The study received little attention outside government and research library
circles and a handful of trail buffs until publication of Jack D. Rittenhouse's
The Santa Fe Trail: A Historical Bibliography (1971). Rittenhouse listed the work
(entry 91) and described it as "indisputably one of the most important and
useful works on the SFT, especially in regard to the remaining terrain features
and structures still visible in 1962."
Copies of the report were soon sought after by historians and buffs alike
interested in the Santa Fe Trail. When located, copies of the study were borrowed and copied countless times. Some originals even brought high prices
among collectors of literature on the trail.
In 1986, trail enthusiast and book publisher Gregory M. Franzwa became
acquainted with the work when a National Park Service official called it to his
attention and provided him with a copy. Aside from what Franzwa called the
"obligatory federalese" necessary to satisfy the requirements of the National
Park Service, he described the work as "one of the most enthralling pieces of
trail history" he had ever read.
Franzwa's Patrice Press has now published this much sought after work
with the original maps. Unfortunately the photographs used in the 1963 report
have since been lost, but most views were reshot or other prints located for
use in this handsome book.
The book is divided into two parts; the first part examines the history of
the Santa Fe Trail, while the second part traces the trail's thousand mile route
between Missouri and Santa Fe including 53 sites that are described in detail.
Maps (including those on the endpapers), photographs, and illustrations supplement the text along with notes, bibliography and a helpful index.
The work not only provides good reading, but it is a highly valuable
reference work for anyone interested in the Santa Fe Trail. It is good to see
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the work available to everyone, and it will become a standard in any Santa Fe
Trail library.
David Dary
University of Oklahoma

Maps of the Santa Fe Trail. By Gregory M. Franzwa. (St. Louis: Patrice Press,
1989. 196 pp. Illustrations, maps, index. $24.95.)
In 1988, historian Gregory Franzwa accompanied a federal study group
organized by the National Park Service to explore and document surviving
remnants of the Santa Fe Trail, from Old Franklin, Missouri, to Santa Fe, New
Mexico. This volume is a product of that survey.
This work should prove valuable to anyone with an interest in the Santa
Fe Trail, and particularly to the novice or tourist seeking a general introduction
to the trail's history. Franzwa's sources for this volume extended from a variety
of maps and aerial photographs to his own observations and testimony from
those who live along the trail. He organized his presentation around ninetynine sectional maps of the trail and its main alternates, including the Cimarron
Cutoff, the Mountain Branch, the Aubrey Cutoff, and the Military Road. Each
of these maps is of sufficient scale (mostly 112 inch:1 mile, or USGS 7.5) to
permit a specific delineation of the trail's course, surviving ruts, and associated
historic sites and natural features. Eight overview maps, seven inset details,
and twenty-one black and white photographs add perspective and focus to
the volume. Franzwa's ninety-nine base maps are accompanied by short narratives that highlight historic sites and personalities, natural features, and
contemporary sources of information on the trail's history. This volume also
includes an index. Modern-day caravaners should find this work to be a useful
complement to Marc Simmons' Following the Santa Fe Trail.
Years ago, Max Moorhead wrote eloquently about the Chihuahua Trail, a
sometimes neglected, but historically important extension of the Santa Fe Trail.
If, in fact, Greg Franzwa has never met a trail that he didn't like, perhaps we
might yet see a map volume on the "Royal Road."
Tim Wehrkamp
. National Archives and Records Administration

Images of the Santa Fe Trail. By Gregory M. Franzwa. (St. Louis: Patrice Press,
1988. vii + 126 pp. Illustrations, map. $24.95 cloth, $19.95 paper.)
Impressions of the Santa Fe Trail. By Gregory M. Franzwa. (St. Louis: Patrice
Press, 1988. xii + 190 pp. Illustrations, map, index. $14.95 cloth, $9.95 paper.)
On May 8, 1987, under the terms of the National Trails System Act, President Reagan signed a new law designating the Santa Fe Trail a National
Historic Trail. The National Park Service subsequently began a study of the
trail, including a comprehensive management and land use plan, an inventory
of trail-related historic sites and crossings, and a detailed volume of maps
showing the route of the trail relative to modern public roads.
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The field work was conducted from March through May, 1988, by the
National Park Service Denver Office, under the direction of Jere Krakow. Members of the survey team were Leo Oliva (Soldiers on the Santa Fe Trail), his wife
Bonita, and Gregory M. Franzwa. Together the team conducted a mile-by-mile
study of the route, frequently consulting local ranchers, landowners, and others
familiar with the terrain over which the trail traversed.
Franzwa consequently published two books on the experience: his daily
diary of the survey (Impressions of the Santa Fe Trail), and 114 35mm black-andwhite photographs of the trail and pertinent historic sites (Images of the Santa
Fe Trail). Both books were published at the same time by Patrice Press, which
Franzwa founded and directs. Franzwa, also a founder and first chairman of
the board of th,e Oregon-California Trails Association, has published two books
on the Oregon Trail, as well as eight other nonfiction books.
These books are valuable as documentaries, one written and the other
visual, of the National Park Service Survey, rather than as'histories of the Santa
Fe Trail. This qualification does not discount their importance one iota, for the
books do add a different dimension to the literature of the trail.
Franzwa obviously harbors deep sentiments about the Santa Fe Trail. In
the Impressions volume (with foreword by U.s. Senator Nancy Landon Kassebaum, whose farm near Council Grove, Kansas, is crossed by the trail), he
frequently puts himself in the place of freighters and other travelers on the
trail. Some of the photograph inscriptions in Images (with foreword by Gaylord
Nelson, author of America's Scenic Trails System) seem somewhat extraneous
and imprecise: the Jesus G. Abreu House in Rayado, New Mexico, is identified
with Lucien B. Maxwell, when in fact there is no documentary evidence that
he ever lived in this particular building. Despite small imperfections such as
this, the current photographs of the various landmarks along the Santa Fe Trail
are most welcome. The author's captions and comments in both books are
heartfelt.
Students of the overland trade and emigration trails will recognize this
pair of volumes as the account of a participant in the National Park Service
Santa Fe Trail Survey, which will impact the trail positively for years to come.
With this in mind, these two books will certainly be welcome additions to
history enthusiasts' bookshelves, joining the growing body of works on the
Santa Fe Trail.
Charles Bennett
Palace of the Governors, Santa Fe

Fort Union and the Santa Fe Trail. By Robert M. Utley. (El Paso: Texas Western
Press, 1989. 42 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography. $12.00 cloth, $7.50
paper.)
From 1821 to 1880 the Santa Fe Trail served as a major national and international highway linking Anglo and Hispanic cultures and economies. Initiallya commercial avenue for enterprising traders, freighters, and contractors,
it eventually became an overland route for such diverse travelers as immigrants,
gold seekers, and soldiers. In this brief monograph noted historian Robert M.
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Utley has employed Fort Union's story as a vehicle to carry his short history
of the Santa Fe Trail.
Drawing from government documents, historic maps, aerial photographs,
and field observations, Utley originally wrote most of this study for the National Park Service in 1959. Utley packed his slender volume with extensive
information on the Santa Fe Trail and its routes, traders, freighters, and stagecoaches. He likewise explained Fort Union's relationship to trail history while
also recording the additional significant impact made by General Stephen Watts
Kearny's Army of the West, military freighting, and army patrols. Especially
valuable was Utley's detailed study of the trail in the region surrounding Fort
Union, for it was there that Mountain and Cimarron branches of the trail
converged for the final trek to Santa Fe and where many plainly visible ruts
remain as physical documentation of the Santa Fe Trail saga.
The narrative is enhanced by a photographic section of aerial views of
trail landmarks and ruts. Despite a few editorial errors, the book features
Utley's solid prose and skill at synthesis, although readers familiar with Utley's
work will readily notice that his writing style of thirty years ago lacks the
fluidity and maturity found in his current books like Cavalier in Buckskin. Nevertheless, this study represents a brief, but valuable, overview of Santa Fe Trail
history, particularly pertaining to Fort Union and environs. It deserves the
attention of anyone interested in the Santa Fe Trail and western history.
Timothy A. Zwink
Northwestern Oklahoma State University

Wildest of the Wild West: True Tales of a Frontier Town on the Santa Fe Trail. By
Howard Bryan. (Santa Fe: Clear Light Publishers, 1988. xiii + 269 pp. Illustrations, map, bibliography, index. $17.95.)
Howard Bryan needs no introduction to New Mexicans. His weekly column, "Off the Beaten Path," appeared in The Albuquerque Tribune for more than
thirty years. In that column Bryan made significant use of New Mexico newspapers, using them frequently as the basis for his column on historic events
and personages. The newspapers, particularly those from the territorial period,
frequently provided both colorful descriptions and humorous verbage. In compiling this book Bryan has pulled many of the stories from "Off the Beaten
Path."
Bryan's focus is Las Vegas, New Mexico in the territorial period. Of the
thirty-six stories in this book, fourteen are devoted to the "trail era" and twentytwo fall in the period after the arrival of the railroad in 1879. There are accounts
of the arrival of General Kearny and the American army in 1846, Kit Carson,
and Giovanni Maria Agostine, the Hermit of Hermit's Peak. There are descriptions of the activities of Hyman Neill, better known as Hoodoo Brown, the
leader of the so-called Dodge City Gang that ruled East Las Vegas. Brown was
justice of the peace and was associated with gunman, "mysterious Dave"
Mather, Dave Rudabaugh and others. There is an emphasis on violent incidents, but there also is an account of Monte Verde or Bell Siddons, a former
Missouri socialite and Confederate spy, as well as early movie-making with
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Tom Mix and Romaine Fielding and the Jack Johnson heavyweight fight of
1912.
Bryan relies heavily on Las Vegas newspapers for his stories. He includes
a brief list of sources but might have used additional titles with profit. The
book is well illustrated and has a good introduction by Max Evans, one of New
Mexico's finest writers.
Richard N. Ellis
Center of Southwest Studies, Fort Lewis College

Brand Book Number Eight, San Diego Corral of the Westerners. Edited by Clifford
M. Graves. (San Diego: San Diego Corral of the Westerners, 1987. xvi + 263
pp. Illustrations, appendixes, notes, index. $39.00.)
If one were about to undertake a long visit to some foreign land, where
books and magazines in English were going to be hard to come by, the one
new book to take would be the 20th anniversary edition of the San Diego
Corral of the Westerners' Brand Book Number Eight. This handsome book was
a long time in birthing. Dr. Clifford L. Graves, who edited it, unfortunately
died midway through production of the book. The editorial board that finished
the job deserves triple bouquets. It is highly desirable in any historian's library,
and a fine memorial to Dr. Graves'inspirationalleadership.
Such a mix of rare delights! Like a multicourse historian's banquet, starting
with an appetizer/foreword by historian John Porter Bloom, twenty major
articles are the meat of the book.
The first piece by George M. Ellis on Life and Times of the Mountain Man
in the Southwest, 1815-1832, alone is worth the price of the book. He not only
provides a solid overview of the fur trade period, but offers tidbits of writings
from the period. One can discover how to read "beaver sign," and what comprised the fur trapper's typical day, as described in the 1840s by Frederick
Ruxton, the young English travel writer (and perhaps British spy). Black powder rifle fans will nod in agreement with Ellis' commentaries on the famed
Hawken guns, the mountain man's clothing, food, shelter, and "possibles."
Now, a partial listing of the other varied courses in this sumptuous historical book banquet: "From Horse Opera to Hamlet: Early Shakespearean
Actors and the Gold Rush," by Shirley S. Allen; "Banditry in California, 18501880, Myth or Reality," by Bud McKanna; "Women Workers in the West, 18601900," by Gloria R. Lothrop; "Enemy Navajos as Scouts for the Army," by
Clifford E. Trafzer.
There are five "Early Days in San Diego" monographs, including a fascinating discourse on funerary practices in San Diego, 1820-1900. Author Sally
Bullard Thornton chronicles many of the customs of the Indians, Jews, Mexicans, clergy, military, Catholics, Mormons, Chinese and Blacks. I would have
liked to know what foods these groups traditionally served to mourners.
Another bit of fun reading is the diary of Sam Cameron, 1888-1903, a
pioneer San Diego rancher. Edited by a knowledgeable San Diegoan, Ila Alvarez, the diary is intimate and readable ... a real slice of life in earthquakeridden California country one hundred years ago.
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The Hispanic Southwest and the Hispanic Navy in the Pacific are two more
chapter headings with monographs, some short, some long on a variety of
topics: A Bavarian priest's visit to the Colorado River in 1744, with his letters
translated; Cosoy, the first Spanish stop in Alta California; and a piece on the
early Spanish community of San Vicente Ferrer, the military capitol of La
Frontera.
Section Six of the Brand Book features a biographical article on Abraham
P. Nasatir, the salty, beloved teacher of several generations of western historians. This is followed by a piece by "Abe" himself. It's a gentle autobiographical
textbook on how to develop historical scholarship. His adventures in the French
and Spanish archives should be required reading for any researcher.
A brief biography of San Diego historian, newspaper journalist, and boat
book author Jerry MacMullen by Gregg Chandler includes MacMullen's role
in the saving and restoration of the Star of India sailing ship, now a proud
symbol of San Diego's maritime history.
The final chapter of the book features two artists' views of the world:
Bonita, California sculptor Mehl Lawson, a forty-seven-year-old artist whose
love affair with horses dates to his early childhood. His line drawings of saddles
and tack are gems, and the color plates of his sculptures have a burnt orange
background which sets them off wonderfully.
The final monograph is by Horace L. Dodd. It is titled "The Illustrated
Oregon Trail" and is a description of Parkman, his famous book, The Oregon
Trail, and how it has been illustrated by various artists over the past 142 years.
Included here are pages of color plates of Oregon Trail illustrations by major
artists: Darley, Remington, Wyeth, Dixon, Jackson, Benton, Daugherty, and
01' Charlie Russell. Fascinating, and a delight!
Run, don't walk! Buy a copy for your reading pleasure, and for your library.
Not many this good corne down the pike!
Sam'l P. Arnold
The Fort, Morrison, Colorado

Crockett at Two Hundred: New Perspectives on the Man and the Myth. Edited by
Michael A. Lofaro and Joe Cummings. (Knoxville: University of Tennessee
Press, 1989. xxvi + 252 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
The focus of this collection of ten essays, originally presented at a 1986
symposium celebrating the bicentennial of Crockett's birth, is the relationship
between David Crockett-the historical personage, the "man" of the book's
subtitle-and Davy Crockett-the partially self-created legendary character,
the "myth." Many of the essayists have written about Crockett before, and
their enthusiasm and affection for him pervades the entire volume.
The essays are framed by "A Crockett Chronology" and "Following Davy's
Trail: A Crockett Bibliography" by Miles Tanenbaum. The chronology by Michael Lofaro includes both events in Crockett's life and significant manifestations of Crockett in scholarly and popular literature as well as on stage and
screen; the bibliography by Miles Tanenbaum comprises almost 900 items,
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including films, recordings, comic books, and juvenile literature as well as
primary documents and scholarly works.
After ~alter Blair's brief overviw of Crockett's development as a hero,
Dan Kilgore in "Why Davy Didn't Die" and Paul Hutton in "Davy Crockett:
An Exposition on Hero Worship" consider Crockett's death at the Alamo. Both
authors point out that contemporary accounts of the Alamo reported that
Crockett had been captured and executed by Santa Anna. This death was an
accepted part of Crockett's heroic image until it was superceded in the 1950s
by the Walt DisneylJohn Wayne version in which Crockett dies in the heat of
battle, a transformation, Hutton says, that represents "the absolute triumph
of popular culture over historical fact" (p. 36).
In "David Crockett and the Rhetoric of Tennessee Politics," Michael Montgomery describes the use that Tennessee politicians, most notably Estes Kefauver, have made of Crockett's image. In "Celebrating Crockett in Tennessee,"
Joe Cummings provides a context for Montgomery's argument by explaining
Crockett's status as Tennessee's only state-wide hero.
Crockett's connection with popular culture is the subject of "Crockett and
Nineteenth-Century Music," in which Charles Wolfe considers in meticulous
detail the impact of Crockett on American musical traditions, both as the subject
of compositions and as a fiddler, and of William Jamborsky's "Davy Crockett
and the Tradition of the Westerner in American Cinema," which sketches in
rather vague terms the lineaments of Davy Crockett as a cinematic "westerner."
The only essay that strays from the central theme of the volume is Michael
Lofaro's "Riproarious Shemales: Legendary Women in the Tall Tale World of
Davy Crockett." More pertinent is John Seelye's "Cats, Coons, Crocketts, and
Other Furry Critters: Or, Why Davy Wears an Animal for a Hat," which offers
the intriguing argument that nineteenth-century theatrical characterizations of
Crockett as an avatar of the European Wild Man ultimately lie behind Owen
Wister's The Virginian. Finally, in "The Real Davy Crocketts: Creative Autobiography and the Invention of His Legend," Richard Houck considers the
process by which Crockett-like another American hero, Benjamin Franklininvented himself through his autobiography. In doing so, Houck explains the
power of the "truthful fiction" of myth to transcend historical fact.
Despite the focus of the essays on the relationship between history and
myth in the Crockett image, there is no general consideration of the cultural
role of heroes or the process by which historical figures are transformed into
legendary ones. There are some epigrammatic comments on this issue scattered
throughout the volume, but no sustained discussion within which Crockett's
chameleon-like nature could be considered and his longevity as an American
hero explained. Such a discussion might have strengthened an already useful
and eminently readable volume.
Barbara Allen
University of Notre Dame
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Alamo Soldiers: An Armchair Historian's Guide to the Defenders of the Alamo. By
Phil Rosenthal. (Hopatcong, New Jersey: A-Team Productions, 1989. 175 pp.
Illustrations, bibliography. $12.95 paper.)
Anyone who dares write, publish or do anything on the subject of the
1836 battle of the Alamo runs the risk of coming under immediate and heated
fire. Phil Rosenthal joined the ranks in an attempt to make the siege and battle
of the Alamo easier to understand for the so-called "armchair" historians. The
result, Alamo Soldiers, goes slightly beyond that mission, offering in addition
thumbnail sketches of the Alamo defenders and survivors. While the work
does present some interesting conclusions on the subject, it certainly falls short
of being a definitive work (if any Alamo book can be considered such).
Alamo historians and buffs who prefer the traditional view of the Alamo
battle will not be disappointed. Rosenthal's accounting of the March 6 battle
follows traditional methods without exploring reinterpretations of participants'
accounts. An example of this is Rosenthal's version of the Mexican attack.
Using the attack, fall back, reform, attack, etcetera format, the narrative quickly
develops into the usual three-assault version of the battle (which Mexican
accounts do not support) or even Hollywood's version of Mexican troops advancing "slowly and steadily" (despite the fact that they started the assault
within rifle range of the Alamo and advanced at the double). As a veteran of
close order combat himself, Rosenthal tries to explain the confusion and terror
of such an event. But in his careful attempt to give the reader an understanding
of nineteenth-century combat, Rosenthal explains how the defenders, "looking
straight:' took careful aim at the advancing Mexican columns (this would have
been rather difficult since most of the final battle took place in the pre-dawn
darkness). Other failures include the insinuation that Mexican rifle companies
were pulled out of the barracks fighting to allow the Grenadier companies to
"burn out" the defenders. The absence of footnotes to the narrative prevents
the reader from checking sources on his own to assuage any curiosity.
Much stronger and more useful are the thumbnail sketches of the various
Alamo participants. These, however, are limited to those on the Texan side of
the battle. A more careful job at proofing the copy by the publisher may have
eliminated such errors as Ben (Colonel Almonte's servant) being listed as John
(Francis Desauque's slave who died in the Alamo); or South Carolina's Nullification Crisis taking place in 1830 (instead of 1832) or that Alamo courier
James Bonham died on March 3, 1836 (instead of March 6).
As Rosenthal himself admits, new research continues to surface. New
documentation that has become available within the last year shows that former
Bexar commander James Neill did, in fact, leave the garrison to seek supplies
and back pay for the garrison. New evidence also suggests that the so-called
Isaac Millsaps letter from the Alamo, which Rosenthal relies on frequently and
quotes in full, was proven to be a carefully done fake.
Rosenthal has inserted an interesting side chapter on the World War II
unit called the Alamo Rangers. Such a unit is, however, in keeping with a
history of Alamo military companies that include the earlier Alamo Rangers
(Nicaragua, 1858) and the Alamo City Guards (1861).
The most disappointing aspect of the book is that is contains no actual
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paintings, drawings or (in the case of survivors) photographs of the Alamo
participants. Instead, original drawings are offered which are based on motion
picture stills. As a result, Davy Crockett resembles Gary Cooper, Jim Bowie
and Ernest Borgine share the same features and one Alamo defender appears
to be Michael Caine. Regretfully, maps of Texas, the Alamo, and San Antonio
at the time of the battle are absent.
Alamo visitors, buffs, and armchair historians who simply want a quick
glance at the people who fought and died at the Alamo will find this book of
interest. Alamo historians who want a better understanding of the human
experience that transpired at the Alamo will have to:wait a little longer.
Kevin Young
San Antonio, Texas

Through Indian Country to California: John P. Sherburne's Diary of the Whipple
Expedition, 1853-1854. Edited by Mary McDougall Gordon. (Stanford: Stanford
University Press, 1988. xiv + 285 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendix, notes,
bibliography, index. $24.50.)
In 1853, John P. Sherburne enthusiastically joined Lieutenant Arnie! W.
Whipple's railroad survey through Indian Territory, the enchanted land of New
Mexico, the magnificent mountain country of Arizona, and on to the Pacific.
The 1,822-mile journey lasting eight months was one of four main expeditions
ordered by Congress to settle sectional disputes over the best railroad route
between the mid-West and the Pacific coast.
Sherburne's diary details the steady progress of the expedition, the amicable relations with the Hispanic natives of New Mexico and the various Indian
tribes throughout the journey, the struggle with the environment of intense
heat and cold, and the days of work on half 'rations. Surprisingly, the team
experienced little sickness but much cooperation, camaraderie, and joy on
reaching milestones like the Colorado River, where Dr. John M. Bigelow broke
out eight bottles of brandy.
Whipple was an accomplished surveyor, astronomer, and explorer, and
he chose scientific and technical members for their capability and experience.
Four had served with him on the United States-Mexican boundary survey.
Sherburne's companion, William White, Jr., had served under Whipple and
Charles Radziminski, Principal Assistant Surveyor. Other scientific members
joined the expedition on the recommendation of the Smithsonian Institute.
Thus, Whipple selected individuals for their ability, but with one exception:
brother-in-law Sherburne had been "found" at West Point for failing chemistry.
Gordon does an outstanding job of editing Sherburne's diary. She divides
the journey (along the 35th parallel) into six distance-time segments, each
illustrated by an excellent map. She provides background in a comprehensive
introduction and adds an afterword since Sherburne ended his diary abruptly
when the expedition reached Los Angeles. The afterword satisfies the reader's
need to know the result of Whipple's survey and Sherburne's subsequent
downhill life. Gordon thoughtfully adds an appendix of biographical sketches
of key members of the expedition.
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Whipple, too, kept a daily journal in addition to scientific recordings. Other
members besides Sherburne did likewise. Hence, the editor expands the meaning of Sherburne's entries by including occasional excerpts from Whipple,
Lieutenant David S. Stanley (quartermaster), Lieutenant John C. Tidball (escort
officer), and Balduin H. M6llhausen (artist), whose professional sketches of
Indians and scenes portray the then little-known but captivating land.
What contribution do Sherburne and his colleagues make to history? Perhaps G~rdon sums it up best: "For historians of the Southwest, the detailed,
illustrated reports of the Whipple expedition remain fascinating archives, conveying as they do a rich':history of a region long since changed and of a way
of life forever lost" (p. 234).
Francis C. Kajencki
El Paso, Texas

The Ragged Rebel: A Common Soldier in W. H. Parsons' Texas Cavalry, 1861-1865.
By B. P. Gallaway. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1988. xiv + 186 pp.
Maps, notes, bibliog~aphy, index. $19.95.)
This biography of David Carey Nance should be a welcome addition to
any Civil War bookshelf, for it presents the conflict from a rarely seen viewpoint, that of an enlisted Confederate cavalryman in the trans-Mississippi
theater. His was not the mythical Civil War of cavaliers defending their cotton
fields, of great and climactic battles, of neatly organized and executed campaigns; Nance's experience was one of muck and grime, enervating heat,
ubiquitous mosquitoes, constant lack of supplies, long periods of bivouac,
boredom, and inactivity, and occasional operations resulting in small, inconclusive, but bloody engagements with always more-numerous and much better-supplied Yankee forces.
David Nance was a religiously-oriented young man whose family disliked
slavery and whose father strongly opposed his son's enlistment. But young
Nance, viewing the war as a great adventure and believing in the Southern
right of self-determination, enlisted with his friends in William H. Parsons'
Brigade of Texas Cavalry. Any of Nance's illusions about the glorious adventure
of war soon vanished. Besides deprivations and camp routine, young Nance
was wounded three times at the battle of Cache River in Arkansas in 1862,
nearly incinerated in a powder mill explosion in 1863, and wounded twice
during the Red River campaign in Louisiana in 1864. Not surprisingly, Nance
was convinced that his survival of the war was the result of a heavy dose of
Divine Providence. Following the conflict, Nance returned to Texas, raised a
family, farmed, studied the Bible, and wrote of his wartime experiences.
Professor B. P. Gallaway of Abilene Christian University had excellent
materials from which to construct this biography. He relied primarily on the
copious writings about his life by Nance, which have been preserved by his
descendants. Those sources allow Gallaway to fill his narrative with a wealth
of personal details about the daily experiences of Nance and his comrades. In
addition Gallaway is able to draw upon published personal memoirs of men
in Parsons' Brigade and associated units to produce an excellent account of a
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lesser-known theater of the Civil War. Gallaway might have further deepened
his research by greater use of the resources at the National Archives, but he
assembled an impressive array of primary and secondary sources nonetheless.
Gallaway is to be highly commended for excellent use of his material. He
has produced a solid piece of scholarship, written in a clear, flowing style
which should appeal not only to specialists in the field but to more general
readers interested in viewing the personal side of the western theater. While
Gallaway concentrates on Nance himself, he is careful to keep the reader
apprised of the more general situation in Arkansas and Louisiana, where neither side seemed able to win a decisive victory chiefly because of supply
problems. The maps provided are well-executed and appropriately detailed.
Altogether, it is a fine book.
Mark J. Stegmaier
Cameron University

A Creek Warrior for the Confederacy: The Autobiography of Chief G. W. Grayson.
Edited by W. David Baird. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1988. xvii
+ 181 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $16.95.)
George Washington Grayson, whose late-in-life autobiography has been
published as A Creek Warrior for the Confederacy, was a fair-skinned, red-haired,
mixed-blood Creek Indian who served in an Indian regiment under the Cherokee general, Stand Watie. In his detailed footnotes, editor W. David Baird
painstakingly traces the regiment's whereabouts in several campaigns to elucidate Grayson's particular military role. More than Grayson's narrative, Baird's
footnotes provide information about military action on the western front. The
book will be of interest to Civil War aficionados on that basis alone.
The book's title is somewhat misleading, however, for Grayson's soldiering lasted for less than two years, and the drawing on the dust jacket, of a
Confederate soldier in uniform, is from a photograph of one of Grayson's
friends, not of the author himself. Grayson's battle accounts, written as they
were for family record, were concerned with personal survival and with his
own and his tribesmen's bravery and honor, thus reflecting an Indian warrior
tradition. Although Grayson's family owned slaves, he did not write about
either the issue of slavery or the ideology of the war to save the Union. Most
of Grayson's narrative, in fact, details his recollections of events from his
traditional Creek childhood and his adult experiences as a respected leader of
the Creek nation, events that were, at best, tangential to the war.
The most intriguing aspect of Grayson's narrative for this reviewer emerges
from his mixed-blood, or metis, heritage. The Creeks, one of the Five Civilized
Tribes, had a long tradition of self-government. They ran their own schools,
and Grayson was proud of his education. His fluency in both Creek and English
enabled him to serve on several occasions as tribal negotiator after the war.
Baird points out, however, that "as acculturated as he was, Grayson owed his
status among the Creeks to very traditional social customs" (p. 27). This ambivalence is evident in the care with which Grayson established his ancestry.
Although he traced his Scottish surname through his father, his influence
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within the tribe was due to his mother's lineage, not his father's. Grayson's
pride in his mixed ancestry, his occasional condescension toward tribal fullbloods, and his accommodation to the non-Indian world, particularize the
traditional factionalism within the tribe.
As Baird suggests, Grayson's autobiography will mean different things to
different readers. Despite the fact that the two maps included are barely adequate, Baird's skillful editing and his extensive footnotes do illuminate the
Civil War campaigns of the Indian regiments. At the same time, his use of
family photographs and his extensive research into tribal archives provide a
broader context for Grayson's very personal narrative.
Dorothy R. Parker
Albuquerque

Justified by Honor: Highlights in the Life of General James William Denver. Edited
by Edward Magruder Cook. (Falls Church, Virginia: Higher Education Publications, 1988. 176 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography. $14.95.)
This volume compiled and edited by Edward Magruder Cook is a collection
of carefully selected short stories in the life of General James William Denver.
Although the editor strove to present scholarly credibility to each section, the
book is a product more of the glorification of a man than research.
Each segment of the book is centered primarily on Denver's achievements
as another American patriot who had been "guided by Providence," enabling
him to accomplish and master whatever task appealed to him. It is also quite
evident that Denver had a passion for adventure and established personal
goals to accomplish his endeavors.
Early in his career, Denver earned a law degree. But from his decision to
volunteer his services during the Mexican-American War of 1846 to his retirement from military service in 1864, Denver insisted on engaging in life experiences, experiential if you will, that no doubt helped to shape his character.
Throughout the book the editor has emphasized Denver's vigorous pursuit of
unusual and suspenseful activities.
An interesting episode in the life of James W. Denver is contained in a
daily journal which he kept during a hazardous five month journey to the
California gold fields in 1850. During this time, keeping quality journals was
a difficult task. As a trained attorney, Denver supplied an accurate record of
his new adventure.
Recurrent themes in this work concern the relative continuity of new
experiences accompanied by a pragmatic style. Rather than spending time
mining for gold the young attorney decided to try his luck in politics. Later,
Denver decided to seek a state office that paid off when his constituency elected
him to the California state senate. Then President James Buchanan appointed
him governor of Kansas. When the Civil War erupted President Lincoln appointed Denver to the rank of brigadier general. Tiring of this lifestyle, Denver
resigned his commission and established his own law firm in Washington,
D.C.
Maps, illustrations, and pictures complement the narrative presenting
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quality work. As an added feature, the editor has utilized poems and letters
in tribute to General James William Denver. Readers will no doubt enjoy the
adventures and confrontations portrayed in this book.
Donald R. Lavash
Santa Fe

Mormons and Their Historians. By Davis Bitton and Leonard J. Arrington. (Salt
Lake City; University of Utah Press, 1988. xiii + 200 pp. Illustrations, notes,
index. $20.00.)
Davis Bitton and Leonard Arrington have written a useful book that in
fewer than 200 pages simultaneously undertakes two major tasks; to explain
the evolution of Mormon history to non-Mormons and at the same time explain
the work of professionally trained historians to a sometimes suspicious hierarchy within the Mormon church. I believe they succeed admirably in the
former, and if they fail in the latter, it will not be for lack of effort, sincerity,
or clarity.
,
History holds an important place in the Church of Jesus Christ of LatterDay Saints, to which anyone who has visited their archives in Salt Lake City
can attest. This includes not just the Book of Mormon and the well-known
genealogical work related to Morman theology, but also diaries and personal
and local histories that seek to discern and record God's hand in the movement.
The species of history most closely identified with the early Mormon
Church was that which might best serve to strengthen belief and even to win
new converts. As happened in other denominations, tension arose when
professionally trained historians, both Mormon and non-Mormon, took a different approach that some church leaders feared would undermine the faith.
To illustrate, these matters, Bitton and Arrington take an essentially biographical approach to Mormon historiography. They begin with Willard Richards, the church's first Historian and Recorder, then detail the beginnings of
"scientific" history within the church, and finally discuss the professionalization of Mormon history in the hands of Richard L. Bushman, Jan Shipps,
Charles S. Peterson, and others. Along the way, the authors discuss the work
of Bernard DeVoto, Fawn M. Brodie, Dale L. Morgan, and Juanita Brooks.
In sum, Mormons and Their Historians is probably the most thoughtful overview of Mormon history today. The only problem is that Bitton and Arrington
are much too modest to devote much space to analyzing their own important
contributions.
Carlos A. Schwantes
University of Idaho

Mormons at the Missouri, 1846-1852 "And Should We Die. ... " By Richard E.
Bennett. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xii + 347 pp. Illustrations, maps, chart, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
The experiences of members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints have shaped many Western communities. Mormon history is ably discussed in Wallace Stegner's The Gathering of Zion and Leonard Arrington and
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Davis Bitton's The Mormon Experience, while Newell Bringhurst's BrigJuzrn. Young
and the Expanding American Frontier also traces the church's evolution. Maureen
Ursenbach Beecher and Davis Bitton have recently edited a volume with nineteen articles that assess Mormonism through a wide range of social and religious perspectives. However, these works given relatively little attention to
the crucial period from 1846 to 1852. During these years, the church dealt with
Joseph Smith's death, while Brigham Young and several rivals claimed rights
of leadership. While most Mormons left Nauvoo, the majority lived for years
in such hastily created pioneer communities as Winter Quarters, Nebraska,
and Kanesville, Iowa, where they were joined by thousands of new British
converts. Richard Bennett's Mormons at the Missouri, 1846-1852 studies this
pioneer experience and its impact upon Mormonism.
Bennett has created a solid and well-researched account of the Winter
Quarters years. As he notes, the church shrank to a hard core between 1843
and 1852, since 5,000 Mormons left the church, many became followers of
James Strang, James Emmett, and other leaders, and at least 1,000 died of
hunger and illness. Young faced great challenges in asserting his authority and
in promoting Mormon cooperation. Some members accused him of favoritism
towards his numerous adopted sons, while he had to deal with both friendly
and hostile federal agents, and a series of mutually hostile Indian nations.
Young organized the Winter Quarters people into a firm ward structure, and
planned the gradual move to the Great Salt Lake. Both the Mormon administrative system and increasingly overt polygamy emerged as important facets
of the church. The latter development caused great dismay for some male
church members, and for many of the original wives of Mormon men. Bennett
presents a solid study of the evolution of the L.D.S. church during the crucial
Winter Quarters shaping years.
Jeffrey P. Brown
New Mexico State University

Establishing Zion: The Mormon Church in the American West, 1846-1869. By Eugene
+ 346 pp. Illustrations,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $20.95.)
E. Campbell. (Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1988. ix

This book is both a pleasure and a disappointment to read. Written by the
late Eugene Campbell, long-time professor of Mormon and Utah history at
Brigham Young University, it is well-informed, ably organized, ,and highly
readable. As the publisher's foreword notes it also reflects Campbell's determination not to "knowingly teach" what "will have to" be unlearned later (p.
ix). Yet in the sense that it is a narrative rather than an explanation it is
disappointing.
Campbell was a master of organization and historical vents. In nineteen
chapters he tells of colonization, communal economic development, the lure
of mining, railroading, and outside commerce, and the struggle of Church and
State. His most innovative chapters are on Mormons and Indians, and on
doctrinal and institutional developments. Mechanically his presentation is first
rate. Succinct introductions set each chapter up. Good transitions and superbly
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crafted topic sentences carry the reader along easily. Care in depth of detail
and narrative accuracy also make it an exciting reading experience even for
one who has spent his own life in study of the same materials.
The burden Campbell placed on superior presentation of narrative is heavy,
however. The book originated as a volume in what general editor and then
church historian Leonard Arrington hoped would be a sesquicentennial opportunity to showcase how far the accessibilty of Mormon records and diligent
professional historians had brought Mormon history since the works of the
previous generation of historians were published. As it turned out the series
never achieved the "official"stature some hoped for and the scattered volumes
that have been published show a decided flare for "the New Mormon History's"
preoccupation with religious beginnings and the "church worldwideism" so
dominant in official Mormon circles. Campbell's volume is Western regionalism's best chance to demonstrate the breakthroughs abundant records and
professionalized scholarship might make. But the methodology is narrative,
not analytical. It is meticulous in taking new scholarship into narrative consideration but does not use it cumulatively to make new scholarship in its own
right. The product, while a distinct improvement on the earlier narratives of
the Mormon regionalism, does not succeed in reclaiming Mormon history for
Western America, leaving it clearly in the realm of the New Mormon History,
itself a product of the church worldwide.
While the publishers have managed to get Establishing Zion into print a
combination of Campbell's untimely death and editorial mistakes at Signature
Books brings a flawed book to readers. There are no notes identifying Campbell's sources. Also disconcerting are "parenthetical" footnotes that seem to
compress Campbell's text more than to bring added detail to light. Worst of
all, someone seems to lay initiative for the Mountain Meadows Massacre at
the feet of southern Utah's Indians (pp. 250-51). I cannot believe it was Eugene
Campbell, who lived by his rule not to knowingly teach what would have to
be unlearned.
Charles S. Peterson
St. George, Utah

Shalam: Utopia on the Rio Grande 1881-1907. By Lee Priestley. (EI Paso: Texas
Western Press, 1988. 62 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography. $10.00 cloth,
$5.00 paper.)
Where can one purchase a good book, well illustrated and documented
for only five dollars? Why, at the Texas Western Press, of course.
"Can Shalam Colony, a dream of utopia on the Rio Grande, be called a
failure? Not unless selfless dedication to an ideal, belief that humankind can
grow toward perfection, and hope for a better life for all fail to move the world,
however slowly and painfully, toward heaven on earth."
So ends a detailed description of a twenty-six-year-Iong effort by Dr. John
Ballou Newbrough to serve the homeless in a colony near Las Cruces, New
Mexico.
In chapters one and two the author gives a well-researched background
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of Newbrough and his philosophy. His spiritualism embraced caring for the
poor and outcasts, a strict diet, and daily meditation. Through spirit-controlled
automatic writing, the dentist from New York produced Oahspe, a new bible.
In this bible were contained the prescriptions for righteous living and the
prediction of the New Mexico colony.
After some legal battles within the leadership, the physical structures were
quick to emerge on the fertile flood plain. A home for the children, mostly
from New Orleans, Chicago, Philadelphia, and Kansas City, was followed
quickly by a gymnasium, storerooms, boiler and pump houses, a blacksmith
shop, dairy barns, stables, alfalfa storage sheds, a cheese factory, an apiary,
poultry barns, etc. By 1890 there were thirty-five buildings on 1,490 acres. With
a three-to-one student to teacher ratio, Shalam education emphasized reading
and memory training.
After Newbrough's death more and more difficulties befell the colony. The
rebellious character of the children and the supposed immoral behavior of
some of the adults in the colony created a poor reputation in the county. During
the leadership of Andrew Howland, the colony expanded and prospered briefly.
Economic failure added to the other difficulties. In 1907, Shalam closed forever.
According to the author, many Faithists still enjoy reading Oahspe.
Not quite as benevolent a treatment of the Newbrough project can be
found in "The Land of Shalom," in History of New Mexico (2 vols., Los Angeles:
Pacific States Publishing Company, 1907), I: 511-18, where words such as scam,
fraud, and wretched fiasco are used. Perhaps, history is a study of perspectives
after all.
T. Karl H. Wuersching
New Mexico State University, Alamogordo

Land of Bright Promise: Advertising the Texas Panhandle and South Plains, 18701917. By Jan Blodgett. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1988. ix + 153 pp.
Illustrations, map, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $15.95.)
A slim, deceptively subtitled volume, Land of Bright Promise is more than
a specialized study of the role of advertising in attracting settlement to northwestern Texas during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Instead
the book surveys the breadth of the colonization process and highlights the
contributions of railroads, ranchers, newspapers, land agents, and townsite
companies.
With cheap land as a lure, colonizers employed sales methods perfected
in the Midwest and creative strategies of their own design to dispell prevailing
perceptions of the region as an inhospitable wilderness teeming with "savages"
and useless to farmers. Apart from colorful hyperbole, however, most land
salesmen shunned fraud and accurately represented the lands they were selling. And unlike their counterparts in earlier land booms in California, Florida,
and elsewhere on the Great Plains, Panhandle agents generally discouraged
speculation and inexperienced settlers. They sought instead financially sound
prospects and even assisted some of them in improving their property.
The book builds upon but does not substantially alter the conclusions of
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others who have written on the subject. The author is particularly indebted,
for example, to David Gracy's groundbreaking but obscure survey of northwestern Texas colonization, his case study of George Littlefield's fruitful settlement schemes, and his brief biographical articles on W. P. Soash, one of the
Panhandle land promoters.
Perhaps the book's most important contribution lies in its examination of
the motives and expectations of settlers. To many, the new land promised
health for the sick, spiritual independence for religious minorities, and a fresh
start for diverse ethnic groups. Armed with technology, supported by railroads
and honed by raw experience, most of the newcomers eventually overcame
the isolation and semi-arid conditions that had repelled others.
Handsomely packaged, the work includes useful statistical tables which
attest to the success of the land promoters in attracting a productive farm
population. The final appendix even contains the words to songs and poems
devised by boosters to help peddle land. Unsophisticated and often humorous,
such ditties are fitting reminders of the vigor, hope, and inspiration which
attended one of the last major migrations of homeseekers in the West.
B. Byron Price
National Cowboy Hall of Fame

Blessed Assurance: At Home With the Bomb in Amarillo, Texas. By A. G. Mojtabai.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988. xvi + 255 pp. Notes,
index. $10.95 paper.)
In a classic work of the. early twentieth century, Thomas Mann uses the
vehicle of "The Magic Mountain" to explore the impact of various forces on
modem man. An obsession that runs through the book is the symbolism of
the shape of the mountain-a human breast. In a similar way, A. G. Mojtabai
uses the symbolism of the Pantex nuclear weapons assembly plant to emote
on comparative religions. Although a professed Jew, Mojtabai has filled Blessed
Assurance with subtle criticism of Catholics, Fundamentalists, Evangelists, First
Baptists, and others. The harangue becomes a bit boring.
Pantex is but one of seven production plants of the nuclear weapons
complex. The others are Bendix, Rocky Flats, Pinellas, Mound, Y-12, and Savannah River. This complex, along with the three weapons laboratorie&-Livermore, Sandia, and Los Alamo&-form the basis for all nuclear weapons in
the nation's stockpile. Mojtabai has chosen Pantex because of the symbolism
offered by the fact that this one site is where all components are brought
together for final assembly. Beyond that symbolism, there is little to commend
Pantex for her special attention.
Mojtabai has filled her book with the classical distrust of artists for those
technically trained. While it is appropriate to consult a cleric for solace when
facing major surgery, one would hardly engage a minister to actually perform
an appendectomy. And yet, Mojtabai has restricted her consultations on technical matters of nuclear weapons and the national policy of strategic deterrence
to men of the cloth or lay critics. The impression is that the technical specialists
are somehow involved in a sinister plot, in conjunction with politicians, to
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end the world in a nuclear holocaust, and that only the ministrations of the
divine can intercede. Just as Jane Fonda and Robert Redford are not experts
in nuclear matters (although they are often quoted as if they were), Mojtabai's
frequent discussions with or quotations of Mr. Baggarly (country newspaper
editor, famed throughout the panhandle), Rev. Charles Jones (pastor of Second
Baptist Church), and Bishop Leroy Theodore Matthiesen (Roman Catholic
Bishop), confers on them an unjustified stature in nuclear weapons (particularly the "neutron bomb" with which Mojtabai has a particular fascination),
foreign policy, or the threats that these weapons are designed to counter.
Shortly after my arrival at Los Alamos, the nuclear weapons laboratory in
the Jemez Mountains of north-central New Mexico, I became aware of bus
loads of tourists who were on escorted tours through the roads of the facilities.
At first it was amusing to be subject to the working end of a camera, although
without the prerogative of the Native Americans to charge a dollar for a picture.
After a few months, it became less amusing to the point where the attentions
of the gawkers goes absolutely unnoticed. To her consternation, Mojtabai was
accorded the same non-celebrity status as the nameless faces on the buses.
The account of one interview with T. Boone Pickens was particularly enlightening. The questioner-Mojtabai-was brushed aside with the quiet annoyance
of one who has more important things to think about than responding to the
questions of a mountains-from-molehills builder. Pickens indeed had something more important to worry about. In this case, the possible location of a
nuclear waste repository in the panhandle of Texas. The contrast was delicious,
although the significance seems to have escaped Mojtabai. Pickens was more
concerned with the possible location of a nuclear waste repository than he was
with the actual location of a nuclear weapons assembly plant. Now there is
some substance for a scholarly work!
On May 26, 1946, an accident with a fatality occurred at one of the facilities
at Los Alamos. Dexter Masters prepared an eloquent commentary on the times
through a historical novel based on that event, The Accident. Throughout the
reading of Blessed Assurance I was disappointed that Mojtabai was unable to
do more with the material that she had at hand. The literature is full of documentaries on Hiroshima and its aftermath, and there are several excellent
historical novels based on the same ~aterial. Indeed, the fact of continuing
classification gives a novel-like character to even the best researched articles
in the open literature. I do not believe that Blessed Assurance will take a place
of prominence with the other literature on nuclear weapons, fact or fiction.
Richard E. Malenfant
Los Alamos National Laboratory

Passage from india: Asian Indian Immigrants in North America. By Joan M. Jensen.
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1988. x + 350 pp. Illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. $32.50.)
Although this book by Joan M. Jensen is an important contribution to the
historical literature treating Asian immigration to the United States and Canada, it is not entirely what its title might suggest to most readers. It is essentially
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a study of American prejudice and discrimination against Asian Indians in
North America, and of extraordinary and regrettable measures that bureaucrats
and politicians took to prevent, restrict, and exclude Indians from entering
and becoming permanent residents and citizens in Canada and the United
States. Jensen describes how popular prejudice and xenophobia erupted in
riots in Bellingham, Washington, and Vancouver, British Columbia. She treats
in remarkable detail the surveillance various governments applied to Indian
immigrants, and includes an account of the part a "Hindu Conspiracy" played
in diplomatic affairs of the World War I period.
But readers who seek to enchance their understanding of Indian immigrant
society in North America will be disappointed. One cannot find an adequate
exposition of the large pattern of immigration in terms of numbers, age and
sex distributions, occupations, and the like. Perhaps this is because Jensen
has already published a worthy summary of such matters in the Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups. The explanation may also flow from the
fact that for the period treated (roughly the two decades from 1905 to 1925)
Indian immigration was very small in comparison to most other groups, Asian
or European. Indeed, one may conclude that the importance of Indian immigration lies not in the social history of these people and the institutions they
created to survive and prosper in North American societies, but in the ways
that unsavory political battles and maladroit judicial decisions influenced
American prejudice against these persons of Caucasian stock (to use the terminology of the time), whose dark skin color and whose "outlandish" habits,
customs, language, and religions old stock Americans found so strange.
Jensen's research is impeccable throughout. Her account is based primarily
on documentary evidence deftly interwoven with material drawn from secondary sources. Her international perspective adds strength. Few obvious
errors mar her text, although on page 231 two factual blunders are joined in
one sentence (the California author Frank Norris is confused with Senator
George Norris and Senator A. J. Gronna of North Dakota is assigned to Nebraska). Although Jensen tends to inundate her readers with more detail than
necessary to make the point at hand, she writes clearly and directly. In sum,
this book illuminates historical patterns of racial prejudice in the United States
and Canada, and thus advances the history of Asian Indian immigration to
North America.
Frederick C. Luebke
University of Nebraska, Lincoln

Oklahoma Populism: A History of the People's Party in the Oklahoma Territory. By
Worth Robert Miller. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xiii + 280
pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $22.50.)
Worth Robert Miller's Oklahoma Populism is an excellent example of the
historian's craft: well-written, impressively documented, and ultimately wise.
Let no one assume from the title that the author is concerned solely with
Oklahoma or, for that matter, Populism. Rather, he places the People's party
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in Oklahoma territory, 1889-1902, solidly in the tradition of egalitarian movements traceable back through Greenbackers and Knights of Labor to Jackson,
Jefferson, the American Revolution, and even beyond. In the twentieth century, American socialism drew important support from former Populists.
At the geographic convergence of southern and western Populism, Oklahoma provides an instructive place to study the phenomenon and its people.
What emerges represents one more nail in the coffin of Richard Hofstadter's
stereotypical Populist as a narrowminded, provincial bigot. Consistent with
other recent scholarship, Miller sees the typical Oklahoma Populist as one who
had legitimate grievances against the cosmopolitan world of laissez-faire capitalism, a humanist who valued people more than property. He does not pretend that Populists were always politically adept and he acknowledges their
antiprofessionalism and distrust of better-educated elites, but they were often
less racist than the Republicans and Democrats of their day. In an appendix
devoted to a "collective biography" of the territory's legislators, 1890-1901,
Miller finds validation of the Populist claim that their party, more than either
of the older ones, was "a party of the people."
Their problem in the 1890s was how to achieve their goals. Ultimately, a
contest developed between "fusionists" who favored expedient cooperation,
usually with the Democrats, and "middle-of-the-roaders" who felt such accommodation, even if it brought temporary success at the polls, would rob the
movement of its purity and grassroots appeal. Miller's sympathies lie with the
latter group and he argues that the fusionist strategy of 1896 (probably unavoidable after the Democrats nominated Bryan for President) sacrified the
promising gains made two years earlier and changed the course of American
political history.
In brief, this book has a lot to offer, including a sophisticated statistical
analysis of the territory's political profile and voting patterns and as fine a
bibliograhpical essay on the literature of Populism as this reviewer has seen.
The skillful narrative is built on a solid foundation of social science research.
One might have wished for more photographs of the leading characters and
the author's neglect of the impact of the Spanish American War on the declining
fortunes of Populism is puzzling, but such minor quibbles should not detract
from the importance of this scholarly contribution. It deserves the widest
possible readership.

F. Alan Coombs
University of Utah

Arizona at Seventy-Five: The Next Twenty-Five Years. Edited by Beth Luey and
Noel J. Stowe. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1987. ix + 221 pp. Notes,
index. $25.00.)
The volume of essays grew out of a conference in 1987 commemorating
the seventy-fifth anniversary of statehood for Arizona. With its focus on the
years since 1912, the book surveys the history of the forty-eighth state. As a
kind of agenda for the centennial, it also directs attention to gaps in the scholarship dealing with the seventy-five years, which resulted from the excessive
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nostalgia for colorful subjects or from the exacting· task of understanding the
explosive growth of Arizona since World War II.
The first five essays discuss various aspects of several dominant themes.
Among them are the search for cultural identity, the significance of the Indian
and Hispanic heritage, the changes in the demographic composition of the
residents, the management of intensified urbanization, the shift of the economy
from copper, cotton, cattle, and climate to high-tech manufacturing, and the
importance of the environment. The arguments respond well to the editors'
splendid intention to bring everyone in Arizona face to face with the closing
decades of the twentieth century. The goal gains additional support in the
concluding three essays, which emphasize the role of historic preservation,
archival resources, and oral history as stepping stones for people who seek to
understand themselves through understanding the past.
The editors and six contributors are based in Arizona; one author is from
Texas. New Mexico is represented by two scholars who aptly work neglected
ground. Richard W. Etulain probes the complexities of culture as concept, its
significance as analytical tool within a regional setting, and then applies his
insights to a judicious assessment of Arizona literature, art, religion, and education. Gerald D. Nash skillfully places the transformation of the Arizona
economy into the context of larger economic changes. This allows him to assess
succinctly the characteristics of the economic development in Arizona as well
as to mention earlier generations faced with reshaping their economies. The
caliber of these two essays reflects well the quality of the entire collection
which marks an anniversary by stressing the future as one measure of its
significance.
Gunther Barth
University of Californitl, Berkeley

Early Prehistoric Agriculture in the American Southwest. By W. H. Wills. (Santa Fe:
School of American Research Press, 1988. xii + 184 pp. Illustrations, maps,
charts, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $27.50.)
This volume, a revision of the author's dissertation at the University of
Michigan, is another significant contribution from the Weatherhead Resident
Scholar Program at the School of American Research in Santa Fe. As the author
comments, "My objective in this book is to present a general economic explanation of the decision-making process that resulted in the adoption of fully
domesticated plants by prehistoric hunters-gatherers in the American Southwest" (p. 1). The title for the volume reflects this stated goal; the further
excavation of Bat Cave in 1981 and 1983 provided Wills with the basis for
reevaluating and reinterpreting the evidence from the cave deposits.
While Wills' basic premises stem from the 1948 work of Herbert W. Dick
at Bat Cave (1951, 1954, 1965) and the ideas of Emil W. Haury (1950, 1962), he
has included data from Tularosa Cave, Block Cave, Cordova Cave, and elsewhere. The discussion also cites comparative material from a host of papers
from subsequent researchers ranging well beyond Bat Cave. This broader data
base also provided an excellent opportunity to reevaluate the significance of
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various artifact types in terms of time and space distributions. Contributing
to this greater precision in the analysis and the interpretation of data were the
advancement in and refinement of radiocarbon dating procedures in the span
of time between the work of Dick and Haury and that of Wills. Revision of
the original radiocarbon dates for the corncobs from 6000 years ago to more
reliable radiocarbon dates of 3000-3500 years ago brought the Bat Cave data
into greater compatibility with results reported from elsewhere in the Southwest.
Aside from the reevaluation of the results of earlier field work and the
updating or reappraisal of interpretations of the cultural processes involved,
the volume by Wills dramatically illustrates other points in doing field work
and reporting. From Dick's decision not to excavate fully the deposits found
at Bat Cave, Wills was able to secure fresh evidence-data that could be analyzed within the context of greatly improved procedures. With Haury's willingness to advance hypotheses in light of the rather limited evidence available
some decades ago, Wills was able to update, revise, and refine certain of these
propositions. The present volume bears convincing witness to the value of
such procedures. Well aware of these matters, Wills saw fit to dedicate his
volume to Haury and Dick "and all the other pioneering students of southwestern agriculture"; he can be well satisfied with his important contributiona firm base from which further progress may be made!
Charles H. Lange
Santa Fe

Bacavi: Journey to Reed Springs. By Peter Whiteley. (Flagstaff: Northland Press,
+ 166 pp. Illustrations, tables, notes, bibliography. $14.95 paper.)

1988. xv

Shortly after the tum of the twentieth century, the village of Oraibi fragmented into the "friendlies" or progressives and the "hostiles" or religious
conservatives. Two new villages resulted from the split, Hotevilla and Bacavi.
In this book, the underlying causes of the split and the history of Bacavi are
traced.
Dr. Whiteley's thesis is iconoclastic in that he believes that the split did
not occur naturally but was deliberately engineered by leaders at Oraibi who
believed that only through sacrifice and separation could the Hopi world be
purged of evil, and that Oraibi had to be destroyed in order to be saved.
Perhaps the most interesting aspect of Whiteley's thesis is its corollary that
the leaders also decided that the heart of the ceremonial system had to be
destroyed, and only the shell allowed to remain. The reader was not convinced
of this thesis beyond the proverbial shadow of doubt, but Whiteley presents
a strong case. The "hostiles" who founded Bacavi included a disproportionately
large number of pavansinom ("ruling people") who held high religious offices.
Bacavi is now, however, a "commoner" village in which many Hopi calendrical
religious observances are not followed. Whiteley contends that at Bacavi there
was an emergence into a new world that was free of the spiritual excesses and
corruption that had developed at Oraibi. The irony is, of course, that Bacavi
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underwent a rapid and amazing transformation from intense opposition to
Anglo-American culture to great acceptance.
Bacavi: Journey to Reed Srpings is more than an excellent introduction to the
history of that village; it is a fine introduction to Hopi history in general. In
the preface, Dr. Whiteley remarks that the book is aimed toward readers "with
more general interests in Hopi history and culture" and that he "eliminated
much documentary detail." The result is a history that is remarkable for its
flow and appropriateness of expression. The author carefully prepares the
reader by placing Bacavi within its linguistic, geographic, and historic contexts.
The use of photographs is particularly well done; they considerably enhance
the reader's understanding. The inclusion of a glossary of Hopi terms was
appreciated by the reader as was the listing of prominent men. But no women
are listed, even though they are included among the founders and their connections.
Whiteley accomplishes his objective-he does an admirable job of telling
Bacavi's history. For those who wish to delve further into Whiteley'S arguments, they should read his other book, Deliberate Acts, which is a far more
detailed and academic treatment of the relationship between Oraibi and Bacavi.
Roberta G. Bailey
University of Tulsa

The Cheyenne Nation: A Social and Demographic History. By John H. Moore. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. xxv + 390 pp. Illustrations, maps,
charts, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $32.50.)
John H. Moore contends that, in general, ethnographers have "paid little
attention to the origins and charter of the Cheyenne Nation, and tended to
reduce Cheyenne history to the simplistic picture of a stable, structured society,
frozen in time" (p. 20). In The Cheyenne Nation: A Social and Demographic History,
Moore refutes this ethnographic generalization by reconstructing Cheyenne
society. He examines its "ethnogenesis," its internal structure through time
and space, its conflicts and crises, demographic data, kinship, marriage patterns, migrations, and ban9. names and relationships. By doing so, Moore
projects an image of Cheyenne life that is dynamic, varied, and complex rather
than stagnant, homogenous, and simplistic.
Drawing from exhaustive research, the author" shows how demographic
and economic factors along with the substantial contributions of Sweet Medicine, a "political genius," molded the Cheyenne tribal nation around 1740
from three autonomous "nation-villages" with separate histories. The Cheyenne bands were in a state of flux, coming together for purposes of trade,
warfare, and ceremonial renewal, and moving apart due to seasonal migrations, or the militancy of warrior societies.
The author mentions, however, that The Cheyenne Nation is more than
ethnography. Throughout the book he explores the more theoretical questions
of "tribe," and "nation." He offers the Cheyennes as "one example of a process
of nation-building among tribal societies" that he considers "universal" (p. 25).
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Indeed, Moore is attempting to establish a method, one that he hopes other
anthropologists and ethnohistorians will accept and develop.
The Cheyenne Nation is lavishly illustrated with over one hundred maps,
plates, figures, and tables. Moore's prose is clear although occasionally repetitious. The author has wedded computer data to document analysis, but it is
his dependence on Cheyenne informants that is most noteworthy. Scholars
have cyclically praised and maligned oral history as a research tool, but Moore
is steadfast in his respect for it. After conducting countless interviews, he
concludes that oral history is more reliable than published sources and that
the latter, not the former, should be considered supplementary.
The Cheyenne Nation is a fine book and a valuable contribution to the fields
of anthropology and ethnohistory.
Catherine Price
University of Oklahoma

Peyote Religion: A History. By Orner C. Stewart. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xvii + 454 pp.lllustrations, maps, tables, appendixes, notes,
bibliography, index. $29.95.)
Occasionally a book is published for which it is difficult to find the proper
superlatives. Mere praise does not begin to convey the substance of the book
and too many flowery phrases carry the wrong connotations, leading the casual
reader into believing that the work will have almost magical impact on his or
her understanding. Nevertheless, Orner Stewart's offering, Peyote Religion: A
History, seems to me to be a classic in the field of American Indian studies,
anthropology and religious writings, far surpassing everything heretofore written on the subject.
Stewart gives a highly readable account of the origin, spread and recent
developments in the Native American Church and peyote religion. A good
part of the book establishes the movement of this religion from Mexico into
the western areas of Oklahoma, taking root among the Kiowas and Comanches
and eventually spreading to other tribes primarily in the Plains and Southwestern regions. The early days of Peyote coincided with the reduction of the
southern Plains tribes to reservations and the Indians, searching for some
comfort during the collapse of their days of freedom, cautiously and seriously
adopted the peyote rituals as a means of sustaining themselves in the midst
of severe oppression and cultural dislocation. But, Stewart suggests, the adoption of peyote was not an act of desperation but rather an effort to preserve
the old ways of prayer and meditation in the new setting in which they found
themselves. Consequently Peyote differed considerably from the Ghost Dance
in that is was understood as an enduring ritual which reconciled the people
to their new lives; it was not an apocalyptic or eschatological resolution of an
intolerable situation in which a deus ex machina rescued the people. Thus it
remains strong today when the Ghost Dance and other responses of the same
period have become historical curiosities.
In modem times there has been considerable misunderstanding of the
peyote religion among non-Indians and this confusion has produced sporadic
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attempts to suppress the religion and occasional litigation. Stewart was an
expert witness in some of the more important cases in the past three decades
and his account of the personalities and problems involved in this litigation
is itself worth the price of the book since it gives a perspective that can only
corne from a participal1t. Stewart does not attempt a complicated analysis of
the legal issues involved in protecting the practice of peyote but rather concentrates on the major issues and personalities, showing us how the Indian
response was a natural reaction of a dedicated community of religious people
rather than an effort at cultural renewal.
The book has extensive footnotes, bibliography, and charts which, although sometimes complex, are nevertheless comprehensive and highly informative. If a person had to choose twenty books to form an essential basic
library on American Indians, Peyote Religion by Orner Stewart would have to
be among the selections. It is simply the best and most comprehensive study
of the peyote religion and it is unlikely that it will be equaled or surpassed in
the future.
Vine Deloria
University of Arizona

Sovereignty and Symbol: Indian-White Conflict at Ganienkeh. By Gail H. Landsman.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988. xii + 239 pp. Illustrations, map, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95.)
Nearly fifteen years ago, some members of the Mohawk nation reclaimed
a 612 acre site in upstate New York and named the new community "Ganienkeh," or "Land of the Flint." Like many other Indians in the United States and
Canada in the 1970s, the Mohawks were dissatisfied with conditions on their
reservations. High unemployment, an insufficient land base, pollution from
aluminum factories, alcoholism, and incidences of drug abuse and suicide were
problems which had contributed to a growing political factionalism among the
Mohawks. Because of a concern for the future of their children and nation,
the frustrated Mohawks took drastic action by reclaiming the site in New York
State and declaring it a sovereign territory.
The establishment of the Ganienkeh community was viewed with little
sympathy on the part of most white citizens in upstate New York. In fact, a
group of residents formed "Concerned Persons of the Central Adirondacks"
(COPCA) to oppose the Mohawks. After negotiations with the state of New
York, the Mohawks agreed to move Ganienkeh to a new location near Altona,
New York. Soon after the resettlement, another group of local residents organized to protest the Indians.
In her study of the Ganienkeh conflict, Gail Landsman argued that the
Mohawk community used symbols and outdated themes of the "noble red
man" to manipulate the media and gain sympathy from white liberals and
politicians in New York. She also maintained that white protest to Ganienkeh
was more of an expression of dissatisfaction with a state government that was
insensitive and unresponsive to the needs of upstate residents, rather than a
movement against Indians.
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Landsman made a concerted effort to be impartial about the Ganienkeh
dispute, and interviewed many Indians and white participants in the conflict.
However, Landsman provided only a sketch of the disputants involved, and
presented little historical context to help explain their behavior.
The use of Indians as scapegoats by dissatisfied ~r oppressed groups has
a long tradition in American history. Yet, the author failed to deal with the
issue of how this dissatisfaction manifested itself in overtly racist behavior in
upstate New York. Ultimately, this book will be of greater interest to those
concerned with the use of symbols in political conflict rather than to those
with an interest in either Iroquoian studies or contemporary Indian political
struggles.
Brenda J. Child-McNamara
Concordia College

The Eskimos. By Ernest S. Burch, Jr. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1988. 128 pp. Illustrations, map, bibliography, index. $22.50.)
The area across the northern periphery of Eurasia and North America is
treeless and viewed by people from friendlier climes as a wasteland. Actually,
however, it is vegetated and affords home to a surprising number of animals
at certain times of the year. This environmentally difficult area has been occupied by people since the last ice age ended. Author Ernest S. Burch, Jr.,
points out that in most of northern Eurasia human occupation is seasonal. The
Lapps, Samoyed, Tungus, and Yukagir traveled to the barrens each summer
but returned to the shelters of the trees each winter. In North America, however, the Eskimos inhabit much of the barrens the year around. These hardy
and adaptable people live along the northern perimeter of the entire continent,
from Greenland and Labrador in the east to Alaska and the eastern shores of
Asia in the west.
The author has set the stage for the reader, and then observes that when
the Eskimos became a distinct population remains a mystery. In seven chapters,
Burch gives the reader a brief, yet wonderfully comprehensive picture of Eskimo societies. In his chapter on social life, he deals with village size, marriages,
relationships in their many and varied forms and states that they were characterized by generosity, and that one of the most fundamental social values
of the Eskimos consisted of sharing. Other equally important values consisted
of courtesy, emotional control, forbearance, peacefulness, honesty, obedience
to elders, fidelity to kin, and faithful adherence to taboos (p. 31). Burch explains
the low fertility of women in traditional Eskimo societies as due to low ovulation because of prolonged breastfeeding, lasting five to six years; irregular
or infrequent ovulation because of extreme leanness known to lead to amenorrhea among female athletes today; and spontaneous abortions in the very
early pregnancy because of extreme physical exertion (p. 19). He states that
there is little hard evidence for a high infant mortality rate.
Other chapters inform the reader how the Eskimos dealt with the cold,
how they obtained a subsistence living from the difficult environment, why
and when they moved from one place to another, and what their view of the
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world was like. He also deals with Eskimo expressions, maintaining that their
talent for survival, in part, was their ability to react to difficult situations
cheerfully.
Burch states that the Eskimo's golden age probably occurred in the first
millennium A. D. which was characterized by brilliant creativity in the arts and
manufactures, and witnessed the perfection of the skills and equipment needed
to hunt diverse northern animals. The culture which developed in this golden
age along the Bering Sea and Straits subsequently spread east to the Atlantic
coast and northward to the distant reaches of the American Arctic. The golden
age was followed by a long period of consolidation in Alaska and eastern Asia
in which the Eskimos worked out arrangements for dealing with one another
in war and trade.
Europeans first began acquiring knowledge of the North American Arctic
in the sixteenth century. At that time, about 75,000 Eskimos were thinly distributed for 12,000 miles across the northern periphery of the continent. Between 1750 and 1885 the Eskimo population declined sharply due to the diseases
the Europeans had introduced, and sadly, by the early twentieth century their
integrated way of life had largely been destroyed.
What the author has accomplished in this volume, and successfully so, is
to reconstruct the essentials of various complex Eskimo societies and give the
reader a clear and concise picture of how these societies evolved and what
they accomplished.
The publishers have done an outstanding job in the layout and design of
the volume. The accompanying color plates photographed by Werner Forman
portray Eskimo tools, masks, utensils, weapons and other implements and
beautifully complement the text. The size of the volume, twelve by nine,
suggests that it was meant to be a coffee-table book. A regular-sized paperback
edition would make it ideally suitable for the classroom. It is a fine book, and
Ernest S. Burch, Jr. has skillfully done what James W. VanStone accomplished
in his Athapaskan Adaptations: Hunters and Fishermen of the Subarctic Forests (1974)namely summarizing a very complex subject for the average reader.
Claus-Michael Naske
University of Alaska, Fairbanks

Archaeology and the Methodology of Science. By Jane H. Kelley and Marsha P.
Hanen. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988. xiii + 437 pp.
Notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)
The premise of this book is that the practitioners of the New Archaeology,
who turned to the literature of philosophy of science in their efforts to make
their own discipline into a methodologically rigorous science, failed to take
into account the range of options and the dynamic nature of the discipline
from which they were borrowing. New Archaeologists, the authors argue,
enthusiastically adopted logical positivism, an approach that emphasized formal logic as the way that science ought to be done, and especially the work
of Carl Hempel, particularly his deductive-nomological model of explanation.
By concentrating on logical positivism; deductive models, and explanation,
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Kelley and Hanen argue, archaeologists have failed to take advantage of aspects
of scientific realism (a competing philosophical approach that emphasizes substance and context as well as logic) and inductive forms of explanation and
have not placed sufficient emphasis on confirmation as an adjunct to explanation.
Most of this book is well written, and many of the abstract concepts of
philosophy of science are explained with commendable clarity and lack of
jargon. The explications of the work of Hempel, Thomas Kuhn, and Karl
Popper are clear and informative. The authors introduce several alternative
philosophical approaches that take a middle ground between logical positivism
and scientific realism and suggest that these might be more productive approaches for archaeology than either of the extremes. Unfortunately they do
not describe these alternatives in anything like the detail that they provide for
the extreme positions.
The authors believe that a broader understanding of philosophy of science
can point archaeology in productive new directions. This book does not so
much offer a new direction, however, as it provides a historical perspective
on a period in the development of modern archaeology that is over. Much of
the book was written when New Archaeology was new, and although the
authors have attempted to bridge the intervening years in the final chapter,
the attempt is not really successful. Their archaeological case studies are from
the literature of the 1960s and 1970s; the controversies that they cover were
hot topics ten years ago, but the lack of acknowledgment of subsequent developments relating to those issues is distracting and limits their value as
examples. The new approach that they recommend-inference to the best
explanation-is already far more common in archaeology than the strict deductive-nomological approach ever was, even in the earliest years of New
Archaeology.
The authors suggest that "By the time archaeologists discovered logical
positivism and the work of Hempel, philosophy of science had already evolved
beyond them" (p. 352). I would argue that by the time this critique of New
Archaeology became available, archaeology had evolved beyond both the subject and the critique.
Lynne Sebastian
Historic Preservation Division, Santa Fe

To Love, Honor, and Obey in Colonial Mexico: Conflicts over Marriage Choice, 15741821. By Patricia Seed. (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1988. viii + 322
pp. Notes, index. $39.50.)
The documentary base on which this book rests is a long series of suits,
heard in church courts, in which parents, mainly from the upper reaches of
colonial Mexican society, tried to prevent their children from making supposedly unacceptable marriages. The topic seems at first sight narrow and of
interest only to social historians.
This initial impression is altogether wrong. Dr. Seed here shows herself,
in her first book, to be a historian of unusual range, subtlety, and intelligence.
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She examines her chosen topic with great erudition, and then proceeds to link
it persuasively to not only the cultural and intellectual history of colonial Mex-

ico, but also to economic and even political changes.
Readers will first be surprised to learn that in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries the colonial church usually supported a child's choice of marriage
partner against the parents' objections. Seed finds the explanation for this in
prevailing Catholic doctrine, which held that marriage choice was a matter of
free will, and that love was an expression of that will. Further, honor in a
woman was regarded very much as a matter 9f sexual purity. Any sexual
intimacy between lovers, therefore, moved the Church to perform rapid and
secret marriages, so that the woman's honor should be preserved. Parents'
opposition to marriages on social or economic grounds was quite outweighed
by the operation of these concepts of love, will, and honor. Children married
whom they pleased, for love. Marriage was not, as in much of the rest of the
western world, an economic or social maneuver by families.
It was not so, at least, until after 1700. By the start of the new century,
Seed finds signs of profound economic and cultural changes in Mexico that
led to growing patriarchy in families, and to ever tighter control of marriage
choices by parents. One such change was the rise of entrepreneurial capitalism,
and with it the growing respectability of the pursuit of wealth. Social status
became ever more linked to money, especially as miscegenation accelerated,
weakening the tie between ethnicity and status that had shaped Mexican society in the first two colonial centuries. Honor itself became more a matter of
status than of sexual propriety. And these changes happened within a general
context of secularization, shown in part by a rise of the power of government
vis-a-vis that of the Church. The start of this shift Seed places (and this will
raise some eyebrows) as early as 1650. So, broadly speaking, eighteenth-century parents gave less heed to the Church's doctrines about love and marriage
than their earlier counterparts had done (and churchmen, too, began in the
end to have their doubts); while families, led by powerful fathers, saw children's marriages increasingly as matters of materially-determined status. Freedom to choose a mate suffered.
This book offers a dense weave of theology with economic, social, cultural,
and comparative family history. It takes a topic that had hardly been thought
of, let alone treated, before, and explores the mutual relationships between
the topic and general aspects of colonial history. It answers its questions, and
raises new ones, as any good work of history should. The author is indeed to
be complimented.
Peter Bakewell

Emory University
Memoirs of a Mexican Politician. By Roderic A. Camp. (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1988. xvii + 230 pp. Illustrations. $22.50 cloth, $11.95
paper.)
The recent apertura of the Mexican political process has raised questions
among Mexico-watchers concerning the origins of the nation's one-party state.
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How did the Partido Revolucionario lnstitucional (PRI) create the institutional
infrastructure that has permitted stability since 1929 at the cost of legitimate
political pluralism and open elections? What choices and compromises did
those inside the PRI as well as the loyal opposition make to sustain the veneer
of democratic pretense that enveloped Mexico'spost-Revolutionary Leviathan?
Roderic A. Camp, author of several near-encyclopedic works on Mexican
political elites, here tries to unravel the byzantine workings of the PRI during
its formative period in a unique manner. Camp's vehicle is a political autobiography of a fictitious PRIista, Antonio Gutierrez Estrada, who steadily ascended the political ladder from the 1920s to the 1960s. Written as a composite
biography pieced together from extensive interviews with political elites who
rose to prominence during the critical phase of the institutionalized Revolution,
this study in "elitelore" examines the inner workings of Mexico's political system, as well as the political culture that at times nurtured, and, at other times,
constrained idealistic bureaucrats.
Memoirs of a Mexican Politician ambitiously works on three interdependent
levels. It is simultaneously written as a political memoir, a prospographical
study of PRIista elites, and as a novel. While Memoirs succeeds at the first two
levels, the book's first-person narrative style lacks the dynamic tension and
characterizations necessary for a convincing work of fiction.
The book's greatest strength is its personification of Gutierrez Estrada as
the prototypical political servant. Camp's everyman rose from humble beginnings in a small village in Michoacan and, taking advantage of the educational
opportunities available to a fortunate few, worked his way to the National
Preparatory School in Mexico City. At the university, in the heady ideologicallycharged atmosphere of the early twenties where debates raged on the future
course and direction of the Revolution, Gutierrez Estrada met professors and
students who later would become his future political cohorts (or equipo) within
the PRI. The protagonist, like many of his colleagues, was at first idealistic,
but after a series of political defeats culminating in his fervent support for Jose
Vasconcelos' unsuccessful presidential bid in 1929, Gutierrez made his peace
with the increasingly cooptive political structure and decided to work within
the system during the 1930s. From that point on, contacts with his equipo
enabled him to climb the political ladder from the national Chamber of Deputies, to the governorship of his native Michoacan, eventually reaching the
lofty heights of a cabinet position in the L6pez Mateos administration (19581964). Moreover, just as personal loyalty was rewarded politically, Gutierrez
Estrada, like many of his cohorts, also prospered economically, building a law
practice by cultivating his growing contacts within the party to win government
contracts for his private-sector clientele.
Since Camp is true to the form and style of the political autobiography he
must pen his book in the first-person. As with all memoirs, more emphasis is
placed on the politician's accomplishments than on the machinations of the
PRI political machine. Topics such as corruption, bribery, and influence-peddling must receive short shrift. Anecdotes that depict the PRI's mano dura
tactics, and which convey what little dramatic tension there is in the booki.e., the elimination of a political opponent during a heated gubernatorial
campaign-are rationalized through Gutierrez Estrada's rose-colored glasses.
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As Camp readily admits "one must read between the lines, understanding that
the writer may wish the reader to accept his view of an event without question"
(p. xvi). Only when .the anecdotes do not reflect poorly on the protagonist do
we begin to understand how decisions were made. For instance, in a revealing
vignette, Gutierrez Estrada will learn well after the fact why he was chosen
for an importnat political post over two deserving opponents. The fascinating
episode, divulged after the major principals have long since passed away (and
after Gutierrez Estrada has safely retired from the political scene), tells us a
great deal about the importance of loyalty, patience, and personalismo during
Avila Camacho's administration.
Since this well-written apologia is so authentically self-serving it lacks the
dramatic tension and internal conflicts necessary to rivet the reader's attention.
After all, political memoirs are designed to obscure as well as reveal. Still, this
unique blend of fiction and composite biography will prove very useful for
those interested in understanding the generation of politicians that helped
construct the institutional foundations of the modem Mexican State.
Allen Wells
Bowdoin College

Professions and the State: The Mexican Case. By Peter S. Cleaves. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1987. xv + 147 pp. Tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95.)
I don't suppose that any foreigner who has spent time in Mexico ever
forgets the differences that typify his or her professional colleagues there.
Mexican historians, for example, tend to work by committee, and Americans
sometimes characterize the results as "history by bureaucracy." I've never
understood why this should be so, but Peter Cleaves has gone some way toward
clearing up the mystery. While this is not intended to be a definitive study of
the professions in Mexico, it is a suggestive work, and in places, both fascinating and informative. Cleaves has looked at lawyers, economists, agronomists, medical doctors and petroleum engineers, and has studied their training,
certification, career paths, and political influence. In general, the results are
quite sensible, if only because they correspond to my own less systematic
impressions. Lawyers are the oldest professional group identified, although
they get as little respect today as they did in Shakespeare's time, when the
first program for their training was established in the colony. They have long
monopolized the upper reaches of the bureaucracy, but are perceptibly receding
in influence. Economists are on the rise, but divided between literary statists
and neoclassically oriented empiricists with foreign training. Given Mexico's
endowments, problems, and needs, one would expect medical doctors, agronomists, and petroleum engineers to be better organized and more influential
than they are, although each group has suffered some form of state repression
since the mid-1960s. In general, each group is less autonomous and coherent
than its American counterpart, but predictably, more nationalistic. Each group
relies heavily on the public sector for employment, given the realities of supply
and demand. It will be interesting to see how well Cleaves' forecast of future
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trends holds up under the demands of a reduced fiscal deficit. There will surely
be less room for maneuver all around.
Two bonuses await the attentive reader. The chapter on university education in professional training is a small gem. And the list of acronyms and
their meaning that Cleaves supplies is probably worth the price of the book
by itself.
Richard J. Salvucci
University of Californw, Berkeley

Nonviolent Insurrection in El Salvador: The Fall of Maximiliano Hernandez Martinez.
By Patricia Parkman. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1988. xi + 168 pp.
Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $28.95.)
General Maximiliano Hernandez Martinez, who ruled EI Salvador from
1931 to 1944, is one of the more important military dictators of twentiethcentury Central America. He is particularly infamous for engineering the socalled matanza or massacre of 1932 in which thousands of alleged pro-Communist peasants and workers died including Agustin Farabundo Marti, the
man after whom the present guerrilla insurrection in that country is named.
Hernandez Martinez also left another legacy, the consolidation and sharing of
power by the military with the traditional, rural-based, mainly coffee-producing, oligarchy. .
Patricia Parkman's thin volume (102 pages of text) traces the evolution of
the Hernandez Martinez regime, focusing on the socio-economic and political
factors that eventually led to its relatively bloodless downfall. The author gives
much credit for the dictator's overthrow to the peaceful direct action or civic
strike (huelga de brazos cafdos) undertaken by mostly middle-class urbanites with
some worker participation. This type of non-violent struggle, she claims, has
had a long but largely ignored tradition in Latin America, and the action taken
in El Salvador in 1944 directly influenced the strategy used to oppose other
governments in Central America, including the ouster of Guatemalan ruler
General Jorge Ubico that same year.
Parkman's succinct and judicious examination of a topic as important as
the Hernandez Martinez dictatorship, especially given the paucity of good
historical work on Central America, is genuinely welcomed.
Nevertheless, this work has a number of flaws. The thesis, the role of
non-violent civic action, while provocative, is only shallowly explored; exactly
what is the philosophical basis and the history of this tradition in Latin America,
how did it become integrated into the Salvadoran situation, and how was the
Salvadoran experience transmitted to other countries? Indeed, how important
is it if it merely accomplishes the overthrow of a leader without provoking
underlying structural change? The author also fails fully to examine the significance of the matanza and the role of the military-rural oligarchy coalition
in Salvadoran life and then to link these factors to the country's subsequent
development; they have a direct relationship, for example, to the upheavals
taking place today. Finally, given the small number of post-1980 citations in
the bibliography, it appears that the author has not consulted thoroughly the
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many secondary works that have been published on EI Salvador and Central
America since she did the bulk of her research in the late 1970s.
This volume helps fill a gap in the literature by offering a narrowly focused
account of the opposition to and overthrow of an important Central American
dictator. Unfortunately, it offers the reader little more ..
David G. LaFrance
Oregon State University

Harvest of Violence: The Maya Indians and the Guatemalan Crisis. Edited by Robert
M. Carmack. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1988. xvii + 334 pp.
Map, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $21.95.)
No country in the western hemisphere has suffered more from political
violence in recent years than has Guatemala. Dozens of reports and eyewitness
testimonies document both acts and broad policies of brutality and death, above
all against the indigenous populations of the western highlands. Unfortunately,
the dust jacket of Harvest of Violence gives the impression that it is yet another
collection of such horrors, when, in fact, it is a much more subtle, complex,
and important book. It is the first sustained effort to look beyond the immediate
situation, however, and undeniably, ghastly it is, to attempt to understand the
structural impacts of violence on Indian communities and cultures and to assess
what the long-term results may be.
Harvest of Violence collects 11 essays (and an introduction, conclusion, and
bibliography), each of which focuses on the experiences of a specific community. These were written chiefly by anthropologists with long experience
in the area and are arranged into examples of towns which suffered "direct
violence" (Santa Cruz QUiche, the Ixcan, and the Ixil Triangle), "selective violence" (San Pedro la Laguna, San Antonio Aguas Calientes, and San Juan
Ostuncalco), "indirect violence" (Panajachel, and San Miguel Totonicapan), and
"refugees from violence" (internal and in Mexico). The individual pieces are
uniformly strong, but several, at least to this reviewer, stand out: Ben Paull
William Demerast's fascinating exploration of the community dynamics of a
death squad, Shelton Annis' demonstration of how events stripped the "progressive" Indians of San Antonio Aguas Calientes of the illusion that they had
rights, and Carol Smith's chilling examination of the destruction of the material
bases of Indian culture in a town largely bypassed by immediate violence.
While all condemn the vicious brutality of the Guatemalan state and army, the
authors are too experienced and too honest for simple "good guy-bad guy"
oppositions. They explore, too, for example, the ambiguous role of the civil
patrois in certain areas and point out some-of the population's resentment at
a left that raised expectations, exposed them, and then, or so it seemed, abandoned them.
This is a fine book which will be of lasting importance, but whether it will
reach "the broad public" (p. xiv) for which the participants hope seems doubtful. This is ironic because, of course, in the end the Guatemalan army/state
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concede the authors' central point: "[a]1I [the] arguments by the army presupposed that the guerillas had a broad base of popular support" (p. 253). But
clear evidence and measured, informed judgment continue to have little to do
with what is inflicted upon the inhabitants of rural Central America.
David McCreery

Georgia State University

Book Notes

Myth and the History of the Hispanic Southwest. By David J. Weber. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1990. xii + 179 pp. Notes,
index. $12.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1988 edition.
Coronado: Knight of Pueblos and Plains. By Herbert E. Bolton. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1990. xxix + 491 pp. Maps,
appendix, bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1949 edition, with a new introduction by John L. Kessell.
The Folklore of Spain in the American Southwest: Traditional Spanish Folk
Literature in Northern New Mexico and Southern Colorado. By Aurelio M.
Espinosa. Edited by J. Manuel Espinosa. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xiii + 310 pp. Illustrations, map, appendixes, notes,
bibliography, index. $13.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1985 edition.
American Indian Holocaust and Survival: A Population History Since 1492.
By Russell Thornton. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990.
xx + 292 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1987 edition.
The Navajos. By Oscar H. Lipps. (Albuquerque: Avanyu Publishing,
1989. 136 pp. Illustrations, map, appendix. $19.95.) Reprint of the 1909
edition.
Seneca Myths and Folk Tales. By Arthur C. Parker. (Lincoln: University
405
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of Nebraska Press, 1989. xxxiv + 465 pp. Illustrations, charts, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $11.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1923 edition, with a new introduction by William N. Fenton.

Lakota Myth. By James R. Walker. Edited by Elaine A. Jahner. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1989. xii + 428 pp. Appendixes, notes,
bibliography, index. $13.50 paper.) Reprint of the 1983 edition.
Cherokee Tragedy: The Ridge Family and the Decimation of a People. By
Thurman Wilkins. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1989. xv
+ 416 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1986 revised edition.
Choctaw Music and Dance. By James H. Howard and Victoria Lindsay
Levine. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xxvi + 143 pp.
Illustrations, bibliography, index. $19.95.)
Oklahoma Seminoles: Medicines, Magic, and Religion. By James H. Howard.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1984. xxiv + 279 pp. Illustrations, charts, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.) Reprint of
the 1984 edition.
The Chippewas of Lake Superior. By Edmund Jefferson Danziger, Jr. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xiv + 263 pp. Illustrations,
maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.) Reprint of the
1979 edition.
Ojibway Heritage. By Basil Johnston. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1990. 171 pp. Illustrations, map, charts. $7.95 paper.) Reprint
of the 1976 edition.
Ojibway Ceremonies. By Basil Johnston. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1990. 188 pp. Illustrations, appendixes. $7.95 paper.) Reprint of
the 1982 edition, with a new preface by the author.
People of Pascua. By Edward H. Spicer. Edited by Kathleen M. Sands
and Rosamond B. Spicer. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1988.
xlvi + 331 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, notes, bibliography, index.
$35.00.)

Tecumseh's Last Stand. By John Sugden. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1985. xiii + 298 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1985 edition.
!

Geronimo and the End !of the Apache Wars. Edited by C. L. Sonnichsen.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1986. 136 pp. Illustrations, map,
notes, bibliography:' $6.95 paper.) Reprint of the Spring 1986 special
issue of the Jo~rnp1 of Arizona History.
,
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Red Cloud and the Sioux Problem. By James c. Olson. (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1990. xii + 375 pp. Maps, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $9.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1965 edition.
United StaterComanche Relations: The Reservation Years. By William T.
Hagan. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xvi + 336 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $13.95 paper.) Reprint
of the 1976 edition.
Termination and Relocation: Federal Indian Policy, 1945-1960. By Donald
L. Fixico. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1990. xviii
+ 268 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index.
$13.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1986 edition.
The Indian Traders. By Frank McNitt. (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1989. xiv + 393 pp. Illustrations, maps, chart, bibliography,
index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1962 edition, with a new foreword
by Peter Iverson.
The Southwest Expedition of Jedediah S. Smith: His Personal Account of the
Journey to California, 1826-1827. Edited by George R. Brooks. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1989.259 pp. Maps, notes, bibliography,
index. $8.50 paper.) Reprint of the 1977 edition.
Savage Scene: The Life & Times of Mountain Man Jim Kirker. By William
Cochran McGaw. (San Lorenzo, New Mexico: High-Lonesome Books,
1989. xii + 242 pp. Illustrations, map, appendix, notes, bibliography,
index. $9.95 paper.) Reprint of the biography first published by Hastings House in 1972. James Kirker was a mountain man, scalphunter,
army scout, and guide on the Santa Fe Trail.
The March of the Mounted Riflemen. Edited by Raymond W. Settle. (lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1989. 378 pp. Illustrations, map,
notes, bibliography, index. $10.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1940 edition.
The Spy of the Rebellion. By Allan Pinkerton. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1989. 666 pp. Illustrations, appendix.. $40.00 cloth,
$14.50 paper.) Reprint of the 1883 edition, with a new introduction by
Patrick Bass.
Fort Gibson: Terminal on the Trail of Tears. By Brad Agnew. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1989. xi + 274 pp. Illustrations, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. $10.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1980 edition.
On Time for Disaster: The Rescue of Custer's Command. By Edward J.
McClemand. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1989. 176 pp.
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Illustrations, maps. $6.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1969 Arthur Clark
publication entitled With the Indian and the Buffalo in Montana.

Knights of the Green Cloth: The Saga of the Frontier Gamblers. By Robert
K. DeArment. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xiv +
423 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.)
Reprint of the 1982 edition.
Bat Masterson: The Man and the Legend. By Robert K. DeArment. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1989. xiii + 441 pp. Illustrations,
map, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1979
edition.
High Noon in Lincoln: Violence on the Western Frontier. By Robert M. Utley.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1990. xiii + 265 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $13.95 paper.) Reprint
of the 1987 edition.
From the Pecos to the Powder: A Cowboy's Autobiography. By Ramon F.
Adams and Bob Kennon. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1989. xvi + 251 pp. Illustrations, maps, index. $11.95 paper.) Reprint
of the 1965 edition.
Bill Pickett, Bulldogger: The Biography of a Black Cowboy. By Colonel Bailey
C. Hanes. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1989. xx + 207
pp. Illustrations, map, bibliography, index. $10.95 paper.) Reprint of
the 1977 edition.
A Black Explorer at the North Pole. By Matthew A. Henson. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1989. xxxvi + 195 pp. Illustrations, map,
appendix, notes. $6.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1912 edition, with a new
introduction by Susan A. Kaplan.
The Ascent of Denali (Mount McKinley): A Narrative of the First Complete
Ascent of the Highest Peak in North America. By Hudson Stuck. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1989. xix + 188 pp. Illustrations, map,
charts, notes. $22.95 cloth, $8.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1914 edition.
Through the Grand Canyon from Wyoming to Mexico. By E. L. Kolb. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1989. xx + 344 pp. Illustrations, map,
table, appendix. $13.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1914 edition with a new
preface by Barry Goldwater.
Mavericks-Ten Uncorralled Westerners. By Dale L. Walker. (Phoenix: Golden
West Publishers, 1989. 120 pp. Illustrations, index, bibliographies. $5.00
paper.) Foreword by C. L. Sonnichsen to these brief biographies of
remarkable westerners.

News Notes: July 1990

The History Department at the University of New Mexico celebrated the official opening of its new Center for the American West in
April 1990. The Center, under the direction of Richard Etulain, builds
on the largest gathering of western history specialists in the nation and
will host seminars and conferences, sponsor a series of publications
on the American West, and take regional history to surrounding communities through a series of courses, exhibits, and conferences. The
Center will also forge links with existing regional programs on the
University of New Mexico campus and throughout the United States.
In connection with the opening of the Center, the History Department
sponsored a series of three lectures that focused on the history and
culture of the American West. Margaret Connell Szasz of the University
of New Mexico, Martin Ridge, Senior Research Associate at the Huntington Library, and Patricia Nelson Limerick of the University of Colorado each made a presentation during the week that was designated
Western History Week.
The National Park Service has announced that it will hold a symposium entitled "The Spanish Missionary Heritage of the United States"
to explore the history of the Spanish Missions and the effects of their
efforts in the New World. Scholars in the fields of archaeology, architecture, and history will discuss the founding of the missions, the
409
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interaction between the Indians and Europeans, and the role of missions in Spanish Colonial society. The symposium will take place on
November 8-10, 1990 in San Antonio, Texas, at the Fountain Plaza
Hotel. For more information, write to: Quincentenary Committee, San
Antonio Missions National Historical Park, 2202 Roosevelt Avenue, San
Antonio, Texas 78210.
Caroline Humphrey, Lecturer in the Department of Social Anthropology in Cambridge University and Fellow at Kings College, Cambridge University, has received the $5,000 J. I. Staley Prize for outstanding
scholarship from the School of American Research in Santa Fe. This
prize, the largest cash award in anthropology, was presented to Humphrey for her 1983 book, Karl Marx Collective: Economy, Society and Religion in a Siberian Collective Farm. The J. I. Staley Prize was established
in 1988 to recognize an imaginative, groundbreaking publication produced within the past ten years which goes beyond traditional frontiers
in anthropology and gives new insight into the understanding of humanity.
As reported in the October News Notes the Lincoln County Heritage Trust has embarked on an ambitious photo project to shed additionallight on Billy the Kid. Using the original Dedrick-Upham tintype
image of Billy from its own collection, the Trust has put together a
team of experts to examine and compare additional alleged photographs. Some preliminary findings were released on March 1. ABC
TV's "Prime Time Live" reported the results in a piece concerning
tourism in Ft. Sumner, New Mexico, and Hico, Texas. The project
results bear on both the Billy of history and folklore.
At the University of Illinois (Chicago) Medical Center's Department of Biovisual Communication, department head Dr. Lewis Sadler,
forensic anthropologist Dr. Clyde Snow, and "Prime Time" host Sam
Donaldson witnessed the first fruits of the photo project research. An
index of similarity to the Lincoln County Heritage Trust Dedrick-Upham
tintype image of Billy the Kid was generated from a database of one
hundred fifty photographs of convicted Chicago felons of both sexes
and multiple ethnic and racial groups. Also included as a part of the
database was a 1950 photograph of Oliver P. Brushy Bill Roberts, who
at the time of the photograph was present at the New Mexico governor's office seeking a pardon for past misdeeds as Billy the Kid. The
computer comparisons of the photographic images were based on measurements between twenty-five facial landmarks on each individual.
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Examples of facial landmarks would include the outer edge of the eye
and the outer edge of the lips. Unfortunately for the Brushy as Billy
school of thought, Brushy's claim to having been Billy did not survive
scientific scrutiny. Forty other persons from the database looked more
like Billy than Brushy. Asked by Sam Donaldson what the findings
really meant, Dr. Clyde Snow had no trouble pronouncing Billy and
Brushy different individuals.
The Lincoln County Heritage Trust photo study will continue
through July 1991, when the remaining project findings will be announced at a symposium scheduled to coincide with the llOth anniversary of Billy's death. How many more alleged photographs are
there? Over two dozen, as well as two additional Billy-as-survivor
candidates. The photo project purpose is to shed additional light on
an outlaw-turned-Iegend using a unique marriage of technology and
history. An unanticipated result will be the fascinating exploration of
the hazy boundary between history and folklore.
The Southwest Studies Program at Fort Lewis College, Durango,
has been selected as one of five programs of excellence throughout the
higher education system in the state of Colorado. As such, the program
will be eligible for supplemental funding from the state legislature.
Richard Ellis, Director of the Southwest Studies Program, submitted
the successful application to the Colorado Commission on Higher Education. Ellis plans to apply for additional funding from the state to hire
a prominent scholar on the Southwest, to host a lecture series, to
improve library holdings, and to remodel storage facilities for the many
artifacts and archival holdings of Fort Lewis College.
The Missouri Valley History Conference will be held in Omaha,
Nebraska, on March 14-16, 1991. Proposals for papers and sessions in
all areas of history are'welcome. Send proposals, accompanied by abstracts and vitae, to William C. Pratt, Program Coordinator, Missouri
Valley History Conference, University of Nebraska at Omaha, Omaha,
Nebraska 68182, before November 1, 1990.
The National Cowboy Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City has recently
announced the winners of the annual Western Heritage Awards in six
literary categories. Elliot West received the award for best nonfiction
book for Growing Up with the Country: Childhood on the Far Western Frontier. Winner of the award for outstanding art book was Watt Matthews
Of Lambshead, by Laura Wilson. The award for best magazine article
was presented to Oakley Hall for "Powder River Country," published
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in the April 1989 issue of American Heritage. Rafting the Brazos by Walter
McDonald was the best poetry book, and Marj Gurasich received the
award for best juvenile book, Letters to Oma. The western novel award
went to Chad Oliver for Broken Eagle.
Navajo Community College will host the Fifth Annual Navajo Studies
Conference at their campus at Shiprock, New Mexico, in the Four
Corners area of the Navajo Nation. The meeting will take place October
17-20, and will emphasize both the historic and contemporary resilience of the Dine people, the Navajo language, and Navajo culture. In
addition to session presentations, there will be several field trips to
outlying areas of the Navajo Nation. For information on registration,
accommodations, and activities, contact Herbert Benally or James
McNeley, 5th Navajo Studies Conference Co-Chairs, Navajo Community College-Shiprock, P.O. Box 580, Shiprock, Navajo Nation,
New Mexico 87420.
The Los Alamos Historical Society recently received an award for
its publication program and public lecture series from the American
Association for State and Local History. The award recognized the
efforts of the society in documenting Los Alamos' unique history through
publications and in developing an outstanding lecture series that attracted an average of one hundred people per program.
The Fort Union Fur Trade Symposium will take place from September 13-15, 1990, at the Airport International Inn at Williston, North
Dakota, near Fort Union. Co-sponsored by the National Park Service,
Friends of Fort Union Trading Post, Theodore Roosevelt Nature and
History Association, and North Dakota Humanities Council, the symposium will explore the business and biography of the Upper Missouri
fur trade, and the vital role played by Fort Union Trading Post in that
enterprise. Conference time will be partly spent in academic sessions
featuring sterling scholars, and partly exploring historic sites at the
confluence of the Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers. For information,
contact Paul L. Hedren, Superintendent, Fort Union Trading Post NHS,
Buford Route, Williston, North Dakota 58801.
The Albuquerque Historical Society recently presented its annaul
community-at-Iarge award to John L. Kessell, whose first of an eightvolume compilation of the documentary legacy of Diego de Vargas was
published by the University of New Mexico Press last fall.· Entitled
Remote Beyond Compare, this first volume is a portrait of the man Vargas,
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as gleaned from a collection of his letters written from the New World
to his family in Spain.
The Virginia Historical Society is planning a major exhibition for
1992 entitled, "Away, I'm Bound Away: Virginia and the Settlement of

the American West." The main purpose of the exhibition is to show
the significant role that Virginia played in the westward movement,
particularly in the late-eighteenth century and the first half of the
nineteenth century. Over 800,000 people left the Old Dominion during
this period and helped explore, settle, and govern the western territories. Many of the leading figures of the early West, including Lewis
and Clark, George Rogers Clark, Stephen Austin, Sam Houston, Henry
Clay, James Denver, Jesse Reno, and Cyrus McCormick, were all Virginians who left their indelible mark. The Virginia Historical Society
is seeking to locate any letters, diaries, paintings, photographs, and
other museum objects that relate to families who emigrated from Virginia to points westward, 1750-1850. Persons knowing the whereabouts of such materials are encouraged to write to James c. Kelly,
Assistant Director, Virginia Historical Society, P.O. Box 7311, Richmond, Virginia 23221-0311.
The Plains Indian Museum of the Buffalo Bill Historical Center will
host the fourteenth annual Plains Indian Seminar in Cody, Wyoming,
from September 27-30, 1990. The topic of the conference will be "Sioux
Indian Art and the Ghost Dance." The seminar will focus on Ghost
Dance art and other Sioux art expressions of that time. For additional
information contact George Horse Capture, Curator, Plains Indian Museum, Buffalo Bill Historical Center, P.O. Box 1000, Cody, Wyoming
82414, or call (307) 587-4771, extension 48.
Dennis Jay Wells, member of the Arizona Historical Society, Westerners International, and the Western History Association passed away
in Phoenix, Arizona, on March 2, 1990 at the age of fifty-one. He is
survived by his wife, Reba N. Wells, research historian for the Yuma
Crossing Foundation and a regional vice-president of Westerners International. Wells was known for his research on the military telegraph
along the Gila Trail route through Arizona Territory. He also carefully
recorded and interpreted the inscriptions carved by early Anglo travelers on the malapais cliffs overlooking the Gila-a place he chose to
call Arizona's Independence Rock-near Agua Caliente. Memorial donations may be sent to the C. L. Sonnichsen Award Fund, Arizona
Historical Society, 949 East Second Street, Tucson, Arizona 85719.
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO
NEWS
by Robert R. White
The annual conference of the Historical Society of New Mexico
was held in Santa Fe from Apri126-30, in conjunction with the Arizona
Historical Society. With more than 400 people attending, the conference
set a record for size, and its overall success prompted many suggestions
that a joint meeting be held again in a few years.
On April 26, votes were tabulated for election of members to the
Board of Directors of the Historical Society of New Mexico (HSNM).
Carl Sheppard joined the board, and the following members were reelected: Susan Berry, John Conron, Elvis Fleming, Myra Ellen Jenkins,
Darlis Miller, Albert H. Schroeder, and Robert J. Torrez.
Approximtely 220 people attended the banquet and awards ceremony, with the following awards presented by the HSNM: The Edgar
Lee Hewett Award for service to the public was presented to Albuquerque publisher and businessman Calvin P. Horn. For years Mr.
Horn sponsored a history essay scholarship contest in New Mexico
high schools and he is currently sponsoring the Horn Lecture Series
at the University of New Mexico.
The Dorothy Woodward Award for education was presented to
Donald C. Cutter. Dr. Cutter's long academic career includes twenty
years at the University of New Mexico. His teaching on the Spanish
Borderlands has produced a generation of new scholars, and many of
this former students were at the awards banquet to offer their congratulations.
Philip J. Rasch was given the Ralph Emerson Twitchell Award for
significant contributions in the field of history. Rasch's research and
dozens of articles on the Lincoln County War are of great value to
anyone studying this subject.
The Gaspar Perez de Villagra Award for the outstanding book of
the year relating to New Mexico was given to John L. Kessell for Remote
Beyond Compare. Assisting him with this volume were Rick Hendricks,
Meredith D. Dodge, Larry D. Miller, and Eleanor B. Adams. Remote
Beyond Compare is the first of a projected seven or eight volumes of the
collected papers of Don Diego de Vargas, Spanish governor and recolonizer of New Mexico.
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Eleanor B. Adams was honored with the Board of Director's Award
and a bronze statue by Curtis Fort for a lifetime of achievement in the
field of history. She is the author of numerous works on southwestern
history, was editor of the New Mexico Historical Review from 1964-1975,
and currently serves as research consultant for the Vargas Project.
After presentation of the HSNM awards, Charles Bennett gave an
American Association for State and Local History certificate of commendation to the Los Alamos Historical Society for their diverse public
programs.
The next annual HSNM conference will be held in Las Cruces in
April 1991. Anyone interested in presenting a paper should submit a
proposal to the Historical Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 5819, Santa
Fe, New Mexico 87502, or call (505) 827-6474.

